
From: Turner Gennieve
Sent: Wednesday, 12 December 2012 10:30 AM
To: Klekar Bart
Cc: Turner Gennieve
Subject: FW: SCRC Response re Hang Gliders 
Advice as received from SCRC.
 

From: Yve Clark [mailto:yve.clark@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au] 
Sent: Monday, 19 December 2011 10:52 AM
To: Turner Gennieve
Subject: Hang Glider Query
 
 
Hi Gennieve
 
As discussed this morning, below is the response I received from an officer in out Tewantin Office:-
 
No approvals have ever been issued by Council to allow a hang glider to be towed by a vehicle at Teewah beach.  The beach is
used by many 4x4 vehicles and it would be too dangerous to issue such a permit.  Although I am aware that this practice has
occurred in the past although it is not lawful. 
 
There was a launch platform on NPWS controlled land past Teewah beach where hang gliders used to launch from, control over
this site was always NPWS staff.
 
Regards Yve
 
Yve Clark
Assessment Officer
Community Land Permits
Sunshine Coast Regional Council
Phone:  07 54 207484
yve.clark@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
Caloundra Office
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

__ __
To find out more about the Sunshine Coast Council,  visit your local office at Caloundra, Maroochydore, Nambour or Tewantin or visit us online at
www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au. If correspondence includes personal information, please refer to Council's Privacy Policy

This email and any attachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee. If you have received this email in error you are requested to notify the sender by
return email or contact council  on 1300 00 7272 and are prohibited from forwarding, printing, copying or using it in anyway, in whole or part.  Please note that some council
staff utilise Blackberry devices, which results in information being transmitted overseas prior  to delivery of any communication to the device. In sending an email to Council
you are agreeing that the content of your email may be transmitted overseas.
Any views expressed in this email are the author's,  except where the email makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an email and any attachments
generated for the official functions of council  is strictly prohibited. Please note that council  is subject to the Right to Information Act 2009 (Qld) and Information Privacy Act
2009 (Qld).
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Department of Environment and Resource Management 
www.derm.qld.gov.au   ABN: 46 640 294 485 

Visitor management 

Landing aircraft and recreational craft in QPWS managed areas 

Introduction 

Some Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) managed areas incorporate airstrips or other areas 

suitable for the landing of aircraft or recreational craft. While the primary purpose of these landing areas is to 
support management of surrounding or adjacent parks and forests, aircraft and recreational craft are used in a 
number of QPWS managed areas for a variety of additional purposes, including for access and scenic and 

recreational flights. 

Other than in an emergency, it is generally an offence to land an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS 
managed area without a permit or written approval to do so. 

Aircraft landings are discouraged in QPWS managed areas except at existing purpose-built airstrips. 

Definitions 

Recreational craft means hot air balloons, hang-gliders, paragliders or ultralight aircraft. 

For the purposes of this information sheet, QPWS managed areas include: 

 State forests and other lands managed under the Forestry Act 1959, 

 Protected areas (State land) including national parks (scientific), national parks, national parks 

(recovery), conservation parks and resources reserves managed under the Nature 
Conservation Act 1992; 

 Recreation areas declared under the Recreation Areas Management Act 2006. 

Required permits 

The operation of recreational craft and aircraft in QPWS managed areas is restricted by regulation: 

 it an offence for a person to use or land a recreational craft in a protected area (State land) (other than a 

designated landing area) without a permit under the Nature Conservation (Protected Areas 
Management) Regulation 2006 (Protected Areas Management Regulation) sections 109 and 111. 

 it is an offence to take off from a state forest using an aircraft or recreational craft under the Forestry 

Regulation 1998 section 25. 

The Protected Area Management Regulation stipulates the need for a permit to use a recreational craft and an 
approval to land recreational craft and aircraft in any area other than a designated landing area. For users of 

recreational craft, this provision is satisfied through the issuing of a single Permit to land aircraft or use 
recreational craft. 
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Assessment of applications 

All applications to land an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS managed area are subject to assessment and 
the following general matters will be considered: 

 potential impacts on the natural and cultural values, other uses and management of the area; 

 appropriateness of the proposed activity in relation to the area’s landscape classification; 

 the degree to which the application is in the community interest and consistency with priority community 
needs; and  

 availability of alternative landing opportunities in the area.  

QPWS will only support an application to land an aircraft on an airstrip where the airstrip meets requirements 
set out in the Civil Aviation Regulations 1988 (Cwlth) and Civil Aviation Safety Authority guidelines for small 

aeroplane or helicopter landing areas (whichever is relevant). 

QPWS may also require applications to land at a particular aircraft or recreational craft landing area to address 
additional criteria, where such landings are subject to particular issues that require special management 

arrangements. The issue of a permit or written approval to land is then subject to assessment of the application 
against the above general criteria and the additional criteria for that particular site. 

Fees 

At present, no fees are charged for a permit or approval to land an aircraft or recreational craft in QPWS 
managed areas. The exception to this is where such landings represent a component of a commercial activity in 
a QPWS managed area and a fee will be incurred in obtaining a commercial permit or approval. 

Ground support 

QPWS is not obliged to provide ground support for private or commercial aircraft or recreational craft landings. 
Applications to land may be refused where applicants are unable to arrange adequate ground support for 

landings. 

Key terms and conditions of permits and approvals 

Persons and organisations seeking to land an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS managed area are 

required to indemnify QPWS against any claim in relation to the death or injury of a person, or the loss of or 
damage to property caused by their act or default. 

The issue of permits or approvals for landing aircraft or recreational craft at particular landing areas may be 

subject to the applicant holding appropriate public liability insurance. 

Insurance 

Public liability and indemnity insurance for no less than $10 million dollars is required to accompany any permit 

for the use of a recreational craft or aircraft in a QPWS managed area. 

Penalties 

At present, a maximum of 120 penalty units apply for landing an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS 

managed area without a permit or written approval to do so. 

How can I apply for a permit or approval? 

An application form can be obtained by contacting QPWS.  
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Applications should include: 

 the name of the QPWS managed area(s) and the site(s) within those area(s) where the applicant 
wishes to land an aircraft or recreational craft; and 

 a detailed outline of all intended activities within the QPWS managed area(s) and site(s). Additional 

pages may need to be attached to the application to provide this information. 

  

Disclaimer:  

While this document has been prepared with care, it contains general information and does not profess to offer legal, 

professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions 

taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Resource Management should 

satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed 

course of action.  

Approved by  

Andrea Leverington  15/09/2011  

Signature  Date  

Andrea Leverington 
Assistant Director-General,  
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 

 

Enquiries: 
Tourism and Visitor Services 
Ph: 07 3330 5238 
Fax: 07 3330 5277  
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Visitor management 

Landing aircraft and recreational craft in QPWS managed areas 

Introduction 

Some Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) managed areas incorporate airstrips or other areas 

suitable for the landing of aircraft or recreational craft. While the primary purpose of these landing areas is to 
support management of surrounding or adjacent parks and forests, aircraft and recreational craft are used in a 
number of QPWS managed areas for a variety of additional purposes, including for access and scenic and 

recreational flights. 

Other than in an emergency, it is generally an offence to land an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS 
managed area without a permit or written approval to do so. 

Aircraft landings are discouraged in QPWS managed areas except at existing purpose-built airstrips. 

Definitions 

Recreational craft means hot air balloons, hang-gliders, paragliders or ultralight aircraft. 

For the purposes of this information sheet, QPWS managed areas include: 

 State forests and other lands managed under the Forestry Act 1959, 

 Protected areas (State land) including national parks (scientific), national parks, national parks 

(recovery), conservation parks and resources reserves managed under the Nature 
Conservation Act 1992; 

 Recreation areas declared under the Recreation Areas Management Act 2006. 

Required permits 

The operation of recreational craft and aircraft in QPWS managed areas is restricted by regulation: 

 it an offence for a person to use or land a recreational craft in a protected area (State land) (other than a 

designated landing area) without a permit under the Nature Conservation (Protected Areas 
Management) Regulation 2006 (Protected Areas Management Regulation) sections 109 and 111. 

 it is an offence to take off from a state forest using an aircraft or recreational craft under the Forestry 

Regulation 1998 section 25. 

The Protected Area Management Regulation stipulates the need for a permit to use a recreational craft and an 
approval to land recreational craft and aircraft in any area other than a designated landing area. For users of 

recreational craft, this provision is satisfied through the issuing of a single Permit to land aircraft or use 
recreational craft. 
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Assessment of applications 

All applications to land an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS managed area are subject to assessment and 
the following general matters will be considered: 

 potential impacts on the natural and cultural values, other uses and management of the area; 

 appropriateness of the proposed activity in relation to the area’s landscape classification; 

 the degree to which the application is in the community interest and consistency with priority community 
needs; and  

 availability of alternative landing opportunities in the area.  

QPWS will only support an application to land an aircraft on an airstrip where the airstrip meets requirements 
set out in the Civil Aviation Regulations 1988 (Cwlth) and Civil Aviation Safety Authority guidelines for small 

aeroplane or helicopter landing areas (whichever is relevant). 

QPWS may also require applications to land at a particular aircraft or recreational craft landing area to address 
additional criteria, where such landings are subject to particular issues that require special management 

arrangements. The issue of a permit or written approval to land is then subject to assessment of the application 
against the above general criteria and the additional criteria for that particular site. 

Fees 

At present, no fees are charged for a permit or approval to land an aircraft or recreational craft in QPWS 
managed areas. The exception to this is where such landings represent a component of a commercial activity in 
a QPWS managed area and a fee will be incurred in obtaining a commercial permit or approval. 

Ground support 

QPWS is not obliged to provide ground support for private or commercial aircraft or recreational craft landings. 
Applications to land may be refused where applicants are unable to arrange adequate ground support for 

landings. 

Key terms and conditions of permits and approvals 

Persons and organisations seeking to land an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS managed area are 

required to indemnify QPWS against any claim in relation to the death or injury of a person, or the loss of or 
damage to property caused by their act or default. 

The issue of permits or approvals for landing aircraft or recreational craft at particular landing areas may be 

subject to the applicant holding appropriate public liability insurance. 

Insurance 

Public liability and indemnity insurance for no less than $10 million dollars is required to accompany any permit 

for the use of a recreational craft or aircraft in a QPWS managed area. 

Penalties 

At present, a maximum of 120 penalty units apply for landing an aircraft or recreational craft in a QPWS 

managed area without a permit or written approval to do so. 

How can I apply for a permit or approval? 

An application form can be obtained by contacting QPWS.  
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Applications should include: 

 the name of the QPWS managed area(s) and the site(s) within those area(s) where the applicant 
wishes to land an aircraft or recreational craft; and 

 a detailed outline of all intended activities within the QPWS managed area(s) and site(s). Additional 

pages may need to be attached to the application to provide this information. 

  

Disclaimer:  

While this document has been prepared with care, it contains general information and does not profess to offer legal, 

professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions 

taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Resource Management should 

satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed 

course of action.  

Approved by  

Andrea Leverington  15/09/2011  

Signature  Date  

Andrea Leverington 
Assistant Director-General,  
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 

 

Enquiries: 
Tourism and Visitor Services 
Ph: 07 3330 5238 
Fax: 07 3330 5277  
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From: Klekar Bart
Sent: Friday, 16 November 2012 3:29 PM
To: Price Stephen (Cotton Tree - Caboolture)
Cc: Turner Gennieve
Subject: RE: Parra gliding vehicle launching question

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Red
Steve,
 
Well there you go. Why this advice was not passed onto us in the first place by Angelika instead of sending us on a seemingly
endless risk assessment exercise is beyond me. Thanks for the follow up - who's going to give him the bad news!
 
Ta,
 
bk

From: Price Stephen (Cotton Tree - Caboolture) 
Sent: Friday, 16 November 2012 2:31 PM
To: Klekar Bart
Subject: FW: Parra gliding vehicle launching question

Bart
 
Some early advice including that provided by Bob Hoey some time back. Interesting.
 
Cheers
 

Stephen Price
Area Manager
Sunshine and Fraser Coast
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sports and Racing

Ph:07 54596131 Mob

From: Melzer Cate 
Sent: Friday, 16 November 2012 1:01 PM
To: Price Stephen (Cotton Tree - Caboolture)
Cc: Bakhach Omar; Hoey Bob; Sharpe Paul
Subject: RE: Parra gliding vehicle launching question

Hi Steve,
I have spoken to DTMR, QPS and Bob Hoey, just to make sure I am correct in my thoughts.   
 
Teewah Beach is definitely a road and the road rules do apply. Regardless of an authority
under RAM, the activity would need to either:

a)    Conducted under a special circumstances permit issued by DTMR; or
b)    Have the beech closed to the public so it is not a road.    

 
For a) to happen DTMR would have to be satisfied that the activity posed no risk to the
public.

sch4p3( 3) Prejudice the protection of an individuals right to privacy
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In the case of either a) or b) support for QPS will very probably be required.
 
I think we should discus further, including Paul Sharpe, and make sure we have some correct
advice available for both permitting staff and applicants.  
 
I’d be keen to know just how this was previously authorised and by whom. It is highly
unlikely that QPWS able to authorise this activity under RAM. See Bob Hoey’s advice provided
in 2010 bellow.
 
 

From: Hoey Bob
Sent: Monday, 29 November 2010 3:08 PM
To: Hesse Angelika
Cc: Wyeth Kamilla; Kelly Todd
Subject: Hang glider towing at Cooloola

 
 

Hi Angelika
 
I'm now in the Reef Policy Unit now, not QPWS or Terrestrial Policy, but I've thought
about your issue.
 
There are no provisions in the RAM legislation that can be used to permit the launch
of hang-gliders by towing behind vehicles, therefore the RAM Regulation will need to
be amended if QPWS wants to allow this activity to continue on the beach at the
southern end of Cooloola.
 
If a commitment was made to maintain historic uses at Cooloola, the activity should
have been addressed in the RAM Regulation amendments at the time the Cooloola
Recreation Area was declared. Given that this hang-glider towing activity seems to
have been missed, it is probably a good idea for QPWS to conduct a "mini-planning"
review of the uses on the North Shore (and elsewhere along the beach?) in order to
confirm that there are no other activities that will also need legislative amendments.
 
There are no amendment regulations going forward between now and the end of the year
that could be used to carry the required amendment, however it is something that could
be progressed in 2011. This would depend on verifying the commitment to maintain
historic uses.
 
The 40 day permit decision timeframe that you mentioned presumably relates to
assessment of an application for a recreational craft permit. This assessment need not
be held up. A recreational craft permit can still be issued within the decision
timeframe (but it would not be able to include any authorisation for towing). Once the
legislation is amended, the recreational craft permit could be amended to allow
towing, or a separate authorisation for towing could be issued to supplement the
recreational craft permit.
 
 I suggest you get in touch with QPWS to discuss the review of this issue – I’ve
forwarded this to the QPWS planning and policy teams for their info.
 
Regards
Bob
***********************************************
Bob Hoey | Project Manager
Reef Policy | Natural Resources and Environment
Telephone: 07 3330 5978 Facsimile: 07 3330 5754
 
Email: bob.hoey@derm.qld.gov.au
Visit us @ www.reefwisefarming.qld.gov.au
Department of Environment and Resource Management | 400 George Street, Brisbane Q 4000
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane, QLD 4001
 

 
 
Catherine Melzer
 
Principal Conservation Officer
Strategic Services Unit
Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service
 
07 3330 5215
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Price Stephen (Cotton Tree - Caboolture) 
Sent: Friday, 16 November 2012 10:58 AM
To: Melzer Cate
Cc: Bakhach Omar
Subject: Parra gliding vehicle launching question
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Cate
 
Just wondering if you could give some guidance / understanding on this issue.
 
I was advised yesterday that a commercial operation has previously been given approval to
launch parra gliders from a vehicle on Teewah beach within Cooloola RAM.
 
My understanding was that it was an offence under RAM (I am very rusty on new RAM
amendments) to be on the outside of a vehicle or to be towed behind a vehicle?. My
interpretation is that by virtue of the fact that the person is connected to the vehicle via
rope that this constituted a breach, similar to people riding in the surf on a boggy board
being towed behind a vehicle.
 
I also understood that while not being a gazetted road the beach by virtue of its use was
considered a road under the transport legislation.
 
I was hoping you could give some clarity to the issue.
 
The permit was issued with a requirement of QPWS to review the safety aspects to the
activity. I wanted to have a very clear understanding on the matter before we finalise.
 
Cheers
 
 
Stephen Price
Area Manager
Sunshine and Fraser Coast
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sports and Racing
 
Ph:07 54596131 Mob: sch4p3( 3) Prejudice the protection of an individuals right to privacy
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