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Department of Environment and Science Ref: 00254/18 
[Conservation and Sustainability Services / Conservation and Biodiversity Policy] 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
DOT POINT BRIEFING NOTE – MINISTER 

Contact: Audrey Pershouse, Snr Policy Officer 
Tel No: 3330 5487 
Date Drafted: 9 January 2018 

Endorsed: Rebecca Williams, A/DDG CSS  
Tel No: 3330 5017 
Date Endorsed: 15/01/2018 

Page 1 of 2

Protection of koalas  

Points of relevance 

Point 1 – The Queensland Government remains focused on reducing excessive tree 
clearing.  In the 2017 election, the government committed to introducing legislation to protect 
remnant and high conservation value non-remnant vegetation.  This will have benefits for 
wildlife including koalas, climate and the Great Barrier Reef.    

 Background: In 2015, the Government committed to reinstating vegetation management laws 
to save the Great Barrier Reef, and to reduce carbon emissions. In March 2016, the 
Government introduced the Vegetation Management (Reinstatement) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2016 (the Bill) into Parliament which would have prohibited broadscale 
clearing of remnant vegetation for high value and irrigated high value agriculture, and re-
regulated the clearing of high value regrowth vegetation on freehold and indigenous land. The 
Bill was defeated in Parliament.   

Point 2 – The Queensland Government will continue to protect significant habitat areas 
throughout South East Queensland through the Planning Act 2016.

 Background: Queensland has the strongest koala habitat protection legislation in Australia. 
Significant koala habitat areas are already protected through the Planning Act 2016. Where 
koala habitat is permitted to be cleared, habitat trees must be offset at a ratio of 3 new trees for 
every one removed as per the Environmental Offsets Act 2014.

Point 3 – The Queensland Government will work with stakeholders on implementing the 
recommendations an independent Koala Expert Panel report.  

 Background: The Koala Expert Panel was appointed in 2016 to provide recommendations to 
Government on the most appropriate and realistic measures to reverse the decline in the koala 
populations in Queensland.  These recommendations will be used to inform and implement a 
new koala conservation strategy.

Point 4 – The Queensland Government will finalise and implement updated koala habitat 
mapping for South East Queensland based on applying improved modelling techniques to new 
survey data and updated mapping. 

 Background: The Department of Environment and Science is currently finalising a year-long 
remapping project involving updated data from surveys, consultation with local governments 
and robust modelling methodology which considers threats and future opportunities for koala 
populations. 

Point 5 – The Queensland Government will continue to review and improve koala related 
policies under the Nature Conservation Act 1992. These policies relate to the safety and 
wellbeing of koalas such as the releasing of rehabilitated koalas back into the wild, 
translocation and sequential clearing. 

 Background: The Koala Expert Panel identified that improvements need to be made to certain 
policies that govern koala welfare and conservation issues. Several policies are undergoing 
preliminary reviews to ensure they will promote best practice koala conservation. 
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Department of Environment and Science Ref: 00254/18 
[Conservation and Sustainability Services / Conservation and Biodiversity Policy] 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
DOT POINT BRIEFING NOTE – MINISTER 

Contact: Audrey Pershouse, Snr Policy Officer 
Tel No: 3330 5487 
Date Drafted: 9 January 2018 

Endorsed: Rebecca Williams, A/DDG CSS  
Tel No: 3330 5017 
Date Endorsed: 15/01/2018 

Page 2 of 2

CONFIDENTIAL – FOR MINISTER’S INFORMATION ONLY 

The final report of the Koala Expert Panel has yet to be publicly released. Refer to CTS 
00564/18.
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Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
DOT POINT BRIEF – MINISTER 

CTS [CTS No] 

Contact: Alison Webb, Regional Director 
Tel No: 07 4222 5310  
Date Drafted: 15 January 2018  

Endorsed: James Newman, Executive Director  
Tel No:
Date Endorsed: 16 January 2018 

Page 1 of 2

SUBJECT: Proposed Wangetti Trail  

Points of relevance 
 The proposed Wangetti Trail is a multi—use trail linking between Cairns and Port Douglas, covering 

approximately 76 kilometres (6 days walking, 2-3 days mountain bike riding) and estimated to cost in 
the order of $20 - $30 million to construct. 

 The majority of the proposal is in the Macalister Range National Park, which is on Queensland Parks 
and Wildlife Service (QPWS) estate, and includes parts of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. 

 The key drivers behind the project are the Cairns Regional Council (CRC) and Douglas Shire 
Council (DSC) (the proponents), who through a $50,000 funding from the Federal government last 
year commissioned a Concept Plan. 

 It is also understood that Mr Daniel Gschwind, CEO of the Queensland Tourism Industry Council, 
has petitioned strongly for support for the project. 

 The Concept Plan provided a broad picture of the Wangetti Trail, without details of the exact location 
of the track or how it will be managed, and with many unexplored issues around tenure, Wet Tropics 
World Heritage approvals, Native Title, management structure, funding and ongoing maintenance 
responsibilities.

 The proponents are currently seeking funding estimated at $900,000 to undertake a full feasibility 
and design investigation. 

 Funding for trail construction is estimated between $21 million (Concept Plan) to $30 million (QPWS 
estimate) has not been resolved at this stage. 

 It is highly likely that the proponents will approach the state government for capital funding support.  
 Possible State government funding options for consideration: 

o Sport and Recreation Services (SRS - Department of Housing and Public Works) offers 
grants up to $1.5 million under the Get Playing Plus Program, which is scheduled to open 
again in February 2019. 

o Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning (DSDMIP)  
may have opportunities for the proponents to apply for infrastructure grant funding under the 
Maturing the Infrastructure Pipeline Program. 

o QPWS (Department of Environment and Science) could consider partial capital funding in 
the development of its annual capital works program, noting however that this program is 
currently overcommitted and would be assessed against state-wide priorities. 

 A concept stakeholder meeting is scheduled in Cairns on Thursday 18 January 2018 to discuss the 
next stage of the project and potential funding sources. 

 Meeting attendees include: 
 Ms Cynthia Lui MP, Member for Cook. 
 Mr Michael Healy MP, Member for Cairns. 
 Mr Daniel Gschwind, CEO of the Queensland Tourism Industry Council, Queensland's peak 

tourism industry body with more than 3,000 regional members. 
 Mr Glen Jacobs, Director, World Trail Pty Ltd. 
 Mr Dylan Jefferies, World Trail Pty Ltd. 
 Mr Denis Donaghy, Director, Destination Cairns Marketing Pty Ltd. 
 Mr Martin Lambert, Director, Otium Planning Group Pty Ltd (representing CRC and DSC). 
 Mr James Newman, Executive Director, Northern Parks and Forests, QPWS. 
 Ms Alison Webb, Regional Director, Northern Region, QPWS. 
 Mr Ian Lowth, Regional Manager, Far North, SRS. 

Risks
 Funding for both the track construction (estimated $20 - 30 million) and annual maintenance 

(estimated $1.3 - $2.6 million annually) have not been addressed. 
 The proposed indicative alignment and construction parameters of the track cross multiple tenures, 

resolution of which could take many years. 
 The proposed trail crosses over the highway at several points, meaning safe egress will need to be 

addressed. 
 An appropriate management regime will need to be determined, given the multi-tenure arrangement, 

which could be a single agency model or a partnership management model. 
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Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
DOT POINT BRIEF – MINISTER 

CTS [CTS No] 

Contact: Alison Webb, Regional Director 
Tel No: 07 4222 5310  
Date Drafted: 15 January 2018  

Endorsed: James Newman, Executive Director  
Tel No: 
Date Endorsed: 16 January 2018 

Page 2 of 2

 Clarification is required over user fees, bookings and revenue opportunities associated with the trail 
and how these could be imposed over a multi-tenure arrangement. 

 Addressing Native Title and cultural heritage matters will be critical. 
 Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA) approval will be required, given a large part of the 

proposed trail is within a world heritage area. 
 Given the scale of the proposal and likely public interest, the development will, or is likely to have a 

significant impact on world heritage values which will also trigger a detailed assessment under the 
Commonwealth’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act.  

 The concept plan suggests that there will be private accommodation opportunities in the national 
park, along with on-trail campsites for up to 200 people on elevated platforms and on-trail lodges 
designed and operated by private tourism operators.  Ecotourism facilities on National Park require 
careful consideration and approvals under the Nature Conservation Act 1992.

 Maintenance of an extensive track network in high rainfall location, with steep terrain and remote 
access will present challenges.   

 Ongoing maintenance costs are estimated by QPWS officers to be from $1.3 million and $2.6 million. 
 It is critical that the management structure developed ensures that the operating model is self-

sufficient, so that the maintenance costs of the track and associated infrastructure are not borne by 
the State. 
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Department of Environment and Science Ref: 01188/18 
Conservation and Sustainability Services / Wildlife Assessments, Strategic Compliance and 
Northern Operations 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
DOT POINT BRIEFING NOTE – MINISTER 

Contact: Christine Armbruster 
Tel No: 3330 5145 
Date Drafted: 15/01/2018 

Endorsed: Rebecca Williams, A/DDG CSS  
Tel No: 3330 5017  
Date Endorsed:  16/01/2018 

Page 1 of 1

Subject Brush-turkey 

Points of relevance 
Warrego Crescent, Murrumba Downs, has concerns about a 

possible trip hazard from a brush turkey mound on an adjacent council property of Acacia Park. 
The paths in the Acacia Park are being littered with debris. 

claims that the brush turkey regularly visits her garden and destroys it.  
 The Australian brush-turkey is a native animal protected in Queensland under the Nature

Conservation Act 1992 (the Act). It is illegal to interfere with a brush-turkey and or its breeding 
place without authorisation under that Act.  The Act recognises in some situations human-
wildlife conflict can arise, in which it may be necessary to manage wildlife to minimise damage 
or loss of property, or to protect human health or wellbeing. 

 In those cases, the Act makes provision for the landowner or an agents to be issued with an 
authority (a damage mitigation permit) to remove and relocate native birds that are nesting on 
their property. 

 The Department of Environment and Science’s role as regulator of the wildlife sections of the 
Act is to assess and approve applications for damage mitigation permits to mitigate negative 
interactions with wildlife.   

 Moreton Bay Regional Council as the landholder can decide if it wishes to take any action. If it 
did decide to act then it can either apply for a damage mitigation permit or employ one of the 
permitted commercial business under a fee for service arrangement.  

 Applicants for a damage mitigation permit must be able to demonstrate that they have the 
necessary knowledge and experience to conduct this activity humanely. For more information 
about DMPs please visit <www.ehp.qld.gov.au/licences-permits/plants-
animals/native_animal_management>. 

 The department promotes community awareness about living with native animals, giving 
people the knowledge to safely coexist with birds. For more information please visit the 
department’s website at <www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/brushturkey>.  
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CTS No. 32714/17

Department of Environment and Science 

MINISTERIAL BRIEFING NOTE 

SUBJECT: CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT ISSUES – Crocodiles and flying-foxes 

 Approved 
 Not Approved 
 Noted 
 Further information 

required (see comments) 

Minister’s Signature:    Date ….…..…/……...…./…..……. 

Comments:

Action Required by: Monday 18 December 

RECOMMENDATION
 It is recommended the Minister:  

note the following information.  

ISSUES
Crocodiles: 
 Estuarine crocodiles are protected native animals (classified as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 

1992) (NC Act) that are potentially dangerous. 
 Crocodiles are managed under the Queensland Crocodile Management Plan (QCMP) which provides for the 

removal of all crocodiles in specific areas of high human use, and the removal of declared ‘problem’ crocodiles 
across their range.  

 The Plan established six zones, from central to far north Queensland, and across the remainder of the state, and 
defines the management intent for each zone. 

 The management intent is based on the likelihood and risk of interactions between crocodiles and people, and 
considers human activities in these areas.  

 The other two elements of the QCMP are the CrocWise education program and the 3-year $2.07m survey and 
monitoring program for crocodile population data and trends.  

 The department acts to educate the public on how to be safe (‘CrocWise’) in crocodile habitat while managing 
potentially dangerous interactions between crocodiles and humans and ensuring the conservation of crocodiles 
in the wild.

 There is a ministerial CrocWise round table meeting held quarterly in north Queensland. 
 A report card on the first year of the crocodile survey program will be completed by the end of 2017, which will 

summarise the key waterways surveyed and techniques employed and used to inform the development of 
population abundance and distribution trends over the coming two years. 

 There is likely to be an increase in the sightings of crocodiles over the festive season as the number of people 
undertaking outdoor activities increases. Crocodile attacks gain significant coverage in the media, which 
influences the perception that crocodile numbers are increasing. 

 The role of the department in relation to fatalities caused by crocodiles is to assist the Queensland Police 
Service with the retrieval of remains and the capture of the responsible animal. The department operates under 
an Incident Control system in such situations. 

Flying-foxes: 
 Flying-foxes can cause community concern as a result of their roosting in urban areas and predating on crops – 

generally fruit. 
 Under the current flying-fox roost management framework local governments have an ‘as-of-right’ authority to 

manage flying-fox roosts (where flying-foxes camp and breed) within designated Urban Flying-Fox Roost 
Management Areas (UFFMAs) provided its actions are consistent with the Code of Practice – Ecologically 
sustainable management of flying-fox roosts (the Code) under the NC Act.

 Where a local council or landholder seeks to manage a roost outside an UFFMA a permit is required. 
 Where flying-foxes are predating on crops, and non-lethal control methods are not successful, fruit growers can 

apply for a damage mitigation permit (DMP) for the lethal control of flying-foxes. 
 About 200,000 little red flying-foxes began roosting at Charters Towers on 7 December 2017. The flying-fox 

population has since decreased and on 13 December 2017 was estimated at around 100,000 animals. Charters 
Towers’ Lissner and Bicentennial Parks, Kennedy Regiment Swimming Pool and Kindergarten have been closed 
due to the influx of flying-foxes and the impacts of their noise and droppings. Mr Robbie Katter MP has been in 
the media several times asking for the State Government to take immediate action to decrease the flying-fox 
numbers in Charters Towers. 
A small percentage of flying-foxes carry the Australian Bat Lyssavirus (ABLV). ABLV is closely related but not 
identical to rabies virus, which causes a serious and usually fatal disease in humans. 

 Queensland Health advises the low risk of contracting a virus can be reduced by avoiding any contact with flying-

CoS / Advisor …………..……..….……Endorsed 

Date …………/………..…./…….….  
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foxes. In the rare event a person is bitten or scratched by a bat, there is a post-exposure vaccination to minimise 
the possibility of transmission of ABLV. DES does work with Queensland Health and the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries on ABLV matters as they arise. 

 DES recently became aware of 14 spectacled flying-foxes from Port Douglas which were positively exposed to 
C3 ABLV. DES paid for the flying-foxes to be vaccinated. 

BACKGROUND  
Crocodiles:
 As at 14 December 2017, DES had received 662 crocodile sighting reports in 2017, with 77 estuarine crocodiles 

having been removed from the wild as follows: 22 from the Cairns Regional Council area, 22 from the 
Cassowary Coast, one from Yarrabah, four from Townsville, eight from the Douglas Shire, two from Mackay, six 
from Mareeba Shire, three from Hinchinbrook Shire, one from Livingstone Shire, one from Mornington Island, 
two from Weipa, three from Cook Shire, one from Northern Peninsula Area and one from Cloncurry Shire. 

 In 2016, 594 crocodile sightings were reported to DES, with 80 crocodiles being removed from the wild – 54 from 
Cairns, seven from Douglas Shire, six from the Cassowary Coast, three from Townsville, three from 
Hinchinbrook Shire, and seven from other parts of the State. 

 Crocodile sightings are reported to DES’s CrocWatch number - 1300 130 372, and the department records and 
investigates all crocodile reports received. There is an officer on call 24 hours a day to receive calls.  

 A fundamental study is underway with the Public Service Commission looking at people’s views of crocodiles 
with an aim to eventually improve our CrocWise messaging. 

COMPARISON TABLE - REMOVALS PER YEAR
YEAR Saltwater

Crocodiles
Saltwater

Crocodiles 
Saltwater
Crocodiles

Saltwater
Crocodiles 

REMOVALS – 
Cairns Regional 

Council

REMOVALS – 
Cassowary Coast 
Regional Council 

REMOVALS 
–  Douglas Shire

REMOVALS - 
Total across 

State
2013 20 5 2 36
2014 35 10 2 62
2015 19 2 4 36
2016 54 6 7 80
2017

(current as at 
14/12/2017)

22 22 8 77 

Flying-foxes:
 DES is working with CSIRO on a little red flying-fox research project, which includes investigating requirements 

for alternative roost sites.  
 Little red flying-foxes are being collared in Charters Towers to investigate where they go and why they go there. 
 Recent results of this work suggest little red flying-foxes are nomadic and move long distances between roosts 

on a regular basis i.e. of five flying-foxes collared two weeks ago in Charters Towers, only one individual 
remains. The rest have travelled up to several hundred kilometres away to other roosts and feeding grounds. 

 Flying-foxes use smell to identify each other and to communicate. There is a common misconception that the 
smell causes respiratory issues. Flying-fox roosts can also be noisy, especially if the roost is disturbed, so 
nearby residents may find it difficult to sleep. 

 The Cairns library flying-fox roost has also been controversial and DES is currently assessing a development 
application to remove 15 trees from the Cairns CBD hotel grounds and the impact this will have on the flying-fox 
roost. 

RISKS
 Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 $850,000 has been allocated for on ground work at Charters Towers following the CSIRO research. DES is 

currently investigating options for creating/restoring alternative roost sites around Charters Towers and working 
with the Charters Towers Regional Council (CTRC) to develop a Lissner Park Flying-fox Management Strategy. 
Some of the money will be spent on on-ground works in Lissner Park.  

Author 
Name: Christine Armbruster 
Position: Admin Officer 
Tel No: 3330 5145 
Date Drafted: 15/12/2017 

Branch Endorsement
Name: Rebecca Williams 
Position: ED, CBOB 
Tel No: 3330 5212 
Date Endorsed: 18/12/2017 

Division Endorsement 
Name: Nick Weinert 
Position: A/DDG CSS 
Tel No: 3330 5017 
Date Endorsed: 18/12/2017 

Director-General Endorsement 
Name: Jim Reeves, DG, EHP 
Tel No: 3330 6298 

Signed Copy provided to Jim Reeves      Date 
18/12/17 
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Department of Environment and Science Ref: 01089/18 
Conservation and Sustainability Services / Wildlife Assessments, Strategic Compliance and 
Northern Operations 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
DOT POINT BRIEFING NOTE – MINISTER 

Contact: Christine Armbruster, Administration Officer 
Tel No: 3330 5145  
Date Drafted: 15/01/2018 

Endorsed: Rebecca Williams, A/DDG CSS   
Tel No: 3330 5017 
Date Endorsed: 17/01/18  

Page 1 of 1

Subject does not agree with the government’s crocodile management 
strategy 

Points of relevance 
contacted the Minister’s office on 12 January 2018 at 3:11 pm with concerns about a 

dead crocodile in the Mulgrave River 
o attracting other crocodiles to the area; 
o a terrible smell from the decomposing crocodile; and 
o the public safety issue of a number of crocodiles in the Mulgrave River. 

 Department of Environment and Science (DES) wildlife officers previously spoke to
by phone on 20 December 2017 following his call to Cairns City Council, and also called again 
at 11:45 am on 15 January 2018 to follow up his recent phone call to the Minister’s office.  

concerns relate to a crocodile carcass reported to DES in early December 2017, in 
the Mulgrave River, that appeared to have been shot – this is currently under investigation by 
DES as an offence under the Nature Conservation Act 1992.

 Wildlife officers were unable to remove the crocodile carcass from the river at the time due to 
the highly advanced stage of decomposition presenting staff safety considerations around 
removing a very large crocodile that could fall apart.  

 However they were able to carefully manoeuvre the carcass to an area away from the boat 
ramp (>1.5 km) and residences along the river, so that it could decompose naturally. 

 Cairns-base wildlife officers have telephoned to explain to him why the carcass could 
not be removed from the water and also offered information about crocodile management in 
the Mulgrave River under the Queensland Crocodile Management Plan – that is, that the 
Mulgrave and Russell rivers are in Zone E (General Management Zone) under the Plan – 
meaning that any crocodile displaying dangerous behaviour is targeted for removal by the 
department.

 The presence of the crocodile carcass is unlikely to have attracted new crocodiles to the area 
from far away, but may have attracted resident crocodiles for one to two weeks – did 
not describe actually seeing other crocodiles at the carcass.  

 It is unlikely that the carcass will now retain any material which would be edible to other 
crocodiles, given the carcass has been in the water for over a month. 
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Subject Toondah Harbour / Ramsar - nature and scope of proposal, relevance to 
portfolio, contentious issues, issues relating to bird life, issues relevant to local 
council.

Points of relevance 
Ramsar site and Department of Environment and Science obligations 

Queensland has 5 internationally listed Ramsar wetland sites: Moreton Bay, Shoalwater and 
Corio Bays, Currawinya Lakes, Great Sandy Strait and Bowling Green Bay. 
The Commonwealth Government is the administering authority for the Ramsar Convention.  
The Queensland Government (through the Department of Environment and Science) is 
responsible for recommending Ramsar sites and preparing formal Ramsar documentation.  
The Ramsar Information Sheet describes the ecological character of a site and is used to assess 
impacts of proposed developments. 
The Moreton Bay Ramsar Information Sheet is being updated by the department so that the 
ecological character of the site is properly described.
A draft document has recently been compiled and will be used to consult with relevant local 
government, Traditional Owners, technical experts and Queensland Government departments.   
The site includes habitat for the critically endangered Eastern Curlew. 

Nature and scope of proposal 
The proposed Toondah Harbour development (by the Walker Group) is partly situated within 
the Moreton Bay Ramsar listed wetland site and is a Priority Development Area (PDA) under 
the Economic Development Act 2012.
In August 2016 the Deputy Premier and then Minister sent a letter to the Commonwealth 
Minister for the Environment and Energy supporting the project.
Departmental officers are working with Economic Development Queensland (within the 
Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning), who are 
leading discussions with the Australian Government regarding Toondah Harbour. 
The project has been referred for assessment under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 for significant impacts on listed threatened and 
migratory species and wetlands of international significance and deemed a controlled action. 
There will be an impact on some 50 ha from the Ramsar area as a result of the proposed 
development. 
As part of the assessment process, the Commonwealth Government may consider amending the 
Ramsar site boundary to accommodate the Toondah Harbour redevelopment.  
Any such boundary amendment is required to demonstrate that the change is in the ‘urgent 
national interest’ and that additional areas of habitat are included in the Ramsar site. 
The project is subject to an environmental assessment and this assessment will be available for 
public comment.  
Birdlife Australia met with Ministerial advisors in 2017 to discuss its report on Key 
Biodiversity Areas in Danger – highlighting the Toondah Harbour development in Moreton Bay 
as a significant threat to the critically endangered Eastern Curlew. 
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Subject Climate Foundation: Marine Permaculture Proposal 

 Dr Brian von Herzen and Mr Malcolm Prouse of the Climate Foundation met with Mr Jamie 
Merrick, Director-General, Department of Environment and Science (DES) and Ms Elisa 
Nichols, Executive Director, Office of the Great Barrier Reef on 11 January 2018.  

 The Climate Foundation also briefed officers from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Australian Institute of Marine Science and 
DES in meetings organised by the Biofuels team in the Department of State Development, 
Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning on 9 and 10 January 2018. 

 The Climate Foundation presented its proposal for a research and development project to trial 
a marine permaculture array system in Queensland waters including the Great Barrier Reef.   

 A marine permaculture array is a floating platform suspended in deep water. The macro-algae 
(seaweed) is attached to the platform and a pump structure sits beneath it to draw up cool, 
nutrient rich waters to grow the seaweed. 

 The system is being trialled in international waters (the Indian Ocean) and won an Australian 
Aid Blue Economy Challenge in 2016. 

 The Climate Foundation has obtained grant money to continue with its work and is seeking 
fund matching of up to $5 million from other partners including the Queensland Government to 
enable the trialling of four additional sites, preferably in Australia.  

Proposed Benefits 
 Algae (for example, seaweed and plankton) farming is an effective way of sequestering carbon 

from the marine environment.  
 Harvested seaweed is an important human and animal food source and can also be converted 

to liquid fertiliser, biofuel and nutraceuticals. 
 Seaweeds can also be important fish habitat sites. 
 The Climate Foundation contends that its marine permaculture system would support algal 

biotech in Queensland and leverage the research coming out of Queensland research 
institutes and universities on algae bioremediation. 

 Additionally, the Climate Foundation suggests that the arrays could be dragged close to corals 
during an ocean warming event to utilise the cooling properties of the deeper waters and 
reduce or prevent bleaching and coral mortality. 
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