Department of Environment and Heritage Protection CTS No. 00669/13
TO: THE PREMIER

SUBJECT: Flvina-fox roosts at Charters Towers and in the

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Premier:
e note the following update on the status of dealings in respect to the flying-fox roosts at Charters
Towers and in the Lockyer Valley and, in particular that:
- Most of the flying-foxes at Lissner Park (Charters Towers) and Ravenswood in the Charters
Towers Regional Council area (CTRC) have left.
- Whilst the Lockyer Valley Regional Council (LVRC) has not recently received any complaints
about flying-foxes near the Amaroo Retirement Village in Gatton, the council is in contact with
EHP regarding flying-foxes at Helidon and Laidley.
- EHP has commenced discussions with LVRC suggesting a more strategic approach through the
development of a region-wide property management plan (PMP) that would cover all roosts
following similar collaboration with Gold Coast City Council.

BACKGROUND Q
Charters Towers
e Inlate December, the number of flying-foxes in Lissner Park iperd&€sed greatly with a large influx
of Little Red flying-foxes. CTRC contacted EHP on 17 Dece@? 12 regarding the influx and
requested details of what residents could do to deter flying-foxe¥irom their properties without

contravening the NCA. This advice was provided on %’

19 December 2012.
¢ EHP met with CTRC on 20 December 2012 at R% od, which also experienced a large
influx of Little Red flying-foxes (estimated to baJ0, . Attempts to disperse animals from
around non-roost areas in Ravenswood we u%cessful,
¢ No repotts or complaints were received o@ hristmas/New Year break.
¢ CTRC advised EHP on Monday, 14 Jamnya 13, that the numbers of Little Red flying-foxes in
Lissner Park started reducing after M and most had left in early January. Little Red
flying-foxes have also reportedly Je nswood.

CURRENT ISSUES

e EHP has been working with many councils over the iast couple years.

» Many councils including Moreton Bay Regional Council, Sunshine Coast Regional Counclil,
CTRC, Mount Isa City Council and Gold Coast City Council are developing property management
plans (PMF). These plans aim to identify sites where flying-foxes will be discouraged, while
providing for long-term sites for roosting where concerns will be minimal.

e This strategic approach Is very important as flying-foxes, when dispersed, can move o places
where they can cause even greater impacts on the community. This has occurred in a number of
communities in the past and the problems it has created has led councils like Mt Isa, and now
Charters Towers, to adopt strategies to identify alternative sites that can be managed to increase
their attractiveness to flying-foxes.
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Gold Coast City Council is currently in the final stages of their PMP which covers 27 roost sites.
The benefits of a plan for a whole of council area are:

_ It allows the council to hold a three year DMP (instead of the normal 6 months).

- It provides an accredited framework which delivers public education and accommodates
the ongoing use of public areas and activities and supports business, while protecting and
conserving flying-foxes.

- It allows councils to detail the current and future land use where flying-foxes are known to
inhabit.

. Councils will be able to set up management protocols for when new roosts are found.

- Councils can plan future development and urban growth with flying-fox management
practices.

~ Council can develop and have ready educational, intervention and conservation
strategies.

e Yl | 5 YRS

Minjster for Environment britdge Protection Chief of Staff ™\
Appfoved Not Approved Noted N
Cormments: Q~
....... PR | R —— Y /
CAMPBELL NEWMAN Chief of Staff
Premier

ATTACHMENTS

.

Authot Cleared by Cleared by Recommended:

Name: Dave Wildermuth Name: Geoff Clare Name: Tamara O'Shaa Name: Andrew Chesterman
Position: A/Director, WMU Pasition: ED, NCS Position: A/DDG, CS8 DG, DEHP

Tel No: 3330 5512 Tel No: 3330 5390 Tel No: 3330 6240 Tel No: 3330 6298

Date: 15 January 2013 Date: Date: Date:

14-199 File A Page 2ot 1y ~ "




Trimming vegetation near residents or facilities is an obvious way to reduce the
impact of roosting animals.

The department is also reviewing the approvals process for managing flying-fox
roosts to reduce green tape and to allow a rapid response in the event of flying-foxes
commencing to roost in a new area which is unsuitable in respect to community
impacts.
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SUBJECT: Flying-fox management in Lissner Park, Charters Towers

TIMEFRAME

The Minister’s Office requested a briefing note on this issue.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Minister:

note the below information provided in response to the ‘comments and wish list’ sections of the
attached correspondence (Attachment 1) regarding flying-fox management in Lissner Park.

BACKGROUND
¢ From 2002 to 2009, the Charters Towers Regional Council (the counci plied for and was granted
15 damage mitigation permits (DMPs) to disperse flying-foxes from . Flying-foxes continue to

roost there despite the council’s dispersal attempts over this periogh

e There are two current DMPs held by the council for flying-foxes i park.

One DMP allows removal or pruning of dead limbs and branchgs (and associated mulching) from
trees within the park for public safety and tree health pugpbses when flying-foxes are not present.

These works must be undertaken in a way that does any flying-foxes in the vicinity to an
extent greater than specified in the DMP.

The other DMP allows non-lethal dispersal of flyin from ‘child sensifive areas’ around the
park’s swimming pool and playground equip if e animals move there.

through the course of the approved wor m under their DMP.

The council has recently been reporte emedia (Attachment 2) as planning to encourage flying-
foxes from the park over time by cr anctuary for them on the town's fringes, which could
feature walking tracks and a golf couf§e.

The Department of Environment and Herit%ge ction has been working closely with the council

CURRENT ISSUES \/

&

Five issues were raised jn t omment and wish list" sections of the attached correspondence.
The first issue relategdlo Malling helicopters to disperse flying-foxes. This would require CASA
approval as the air, ould be operating low over residential areas and exposed to potential
flying-fox strike ing to move the animals.

A proposal to use Melicopters to disperse flying-foxes from the park was previously refused by the
department on public safety and animal welfare grounds.

» The council suggested 100 flying-foxes be fitted with radio collars to look at their movement patterns.

¢ In March of this year under the Hendra virus response program, Biosecurity Queensland fitted 40
flying-foxes across Queensland with satellite tracking devices, including four Black flying-foxes from
Lissner Park.

» Biosecurity Queensland’s Hendra virus response program is still underway as the satellite tracking
devices are still transmitting. Preliminary data indicates that the Black flying-foxes originally from
Lissner Park visit the Charters Towers region only sporadically, and in general, many tracked flying-
foxes have been shown to travel considerable distances across Queensiand.

» Biosecurity Queensland estimate the cost of fitting satellite tracking devices to 100 flying-foxes
would be around $250,000 for the tracking devices alone, excluding associated staff and fieldwork
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costs. Biosecurity Queensland indicated they may be interested in tracking a greater number of
flying-foxes if local government (or another party) had the capacity to fund such a study.

» Having the department take control of the management program for flying-foxes in Lissner Park as
has been proposed would not be a practical arrangement. Local government has a permanent
presence in the town and subject to finalisation of a flying-fox management plan are best placed to
implement any local approved actions on the ground as and when required.

e The nearest departmental wildlife management resources are located approximately 140km away in
Townsville.

o The council has requested that they be able to prune the trees as of right (other than for dependent
young being present and left when the flying-foxes are disturbed).

« Departmental officers have been working closely with the council in respect to the council's approved
program of remedial pruning/removal of dead and dangerous limbs and branches from trees in the
park which flying-foxes are not present in at the time. This includes departmental officers being
available, where necessary, to assist the council in determining circumstances where power tools
may be used in closer proximity to roosting flying-foxes than the standard 80m allowed under the
permit conditions when conventional tools are used.

s Qver time this ongoing direct departmental input is not expected to be necessary. Observations and
learnings about how flying-foxes react to different equipment or techniques, such as the use of
electric chainsaws in closer proximity to the animals will be written into specifications for DMP
conditions or into a species management program for the park. This will prgvide greater decision-
making autonomy to the council within the approval framework. q

s The final comment relates to a harassment schedule of five minute alf hour on a 24 hour
basis as a dispersal method. A key consideration of assessing pplication including that
regime would be humaneness. For example, if a frequent disturb program were conducted
during periods of hot weather, flying-foxes can be affected by hgat exhaustion with lethal
consequences. Hence any such application would be as ed on its merits.
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ATTACHNENTS
e  Altachment 1 - Incoming submission, including ‘comments and wish list’
s Aftachment 2 - Media arficle ‘Council batting for foxes' - Townsville Bulletin 8 November 2012,
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Damage Mitigation Permit No. WIMP11388312 (Dispersal of Wildlife)
- % ' ’

This perrit is valid - 18 June 2012 to 17 December 2012. Tt is an approval that controls
the way in which we maintain our trees in Lissner Park, Charters Towers, The conditions
of this approval are as follows:

Conditions of Approval - (Lissner Park Tree Pruning, Charters Towers)

PB1  No work to be undertaken in a tree that contains flying-foxes.

PB2  No work with power tools is to be undertaken within 80km of a tree containing
flying-foxes.

PB3  Any work with power tools must cease if it causes the flying-foxes to lift and
remain in the air for 5 minutes or more.

PB4  Maintenance work must cease and EHP contacted if the work r in physical
harm or mortality of a flying-fox.

PB5 EHP must be contacted at least 48 hours before work cor esso an EHP
officer can conduct a site assessment. Q

PB6  All works are to be conducted in accordance with the CT
Park - Maintenance Plan 2012 sent to EHP on 10§—20&.

s document ‘Lissner

PB7 EHP may direct works not to commence or to any time.

PB8  Approval of Stage 3 works is subject to CTI% ding EHP with a plan for the
work and approval of the plan by EHP. must denote the location of the
trees that will be subject to remedial z%d the extent of the required
pruning. %

Comments and Wish List: @
Lissner Park is on the State Heﬁt@%&gister. Many of the fig trees were planted as part
of the Boer War Memorial in] 910 and some as early as 1891 when the park was
established. The trees in 2001extended to cover extraordinary dimensions but
over the last 12 years of fox inhabitation, many of the trees have died and been
removed, many are gtilNdying, all of them have been severely pruned and most have lost
their century old &es. The maintenance of trees should be a council right, Many of
the limbs pres@huge safety risk for the general public and the flying-foxes
themselves. Thewollapse of one such limb killed 40 flying-foxes earlier this year.
Council should be permitted to address public safety by pruning or removing dangerous
limbs. This should be extended to include clean-up activities as well. The only
exception should be if dependant young flying-foxes remain in the trees being pruned
when they first lift into the air. There are 600 odd trees in the near vicinity and I can’t see
a problem with the flying-foxes finding a temporary home while trees are pruned. The
park is a centre piece to the town and should be maintained as such.
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Damage Mitigation Permit No, WIMP11696412 (Dispersal of Wildlife)
Valid - 30 August 2012 to 28 February 2013

Conditions of Approval - (Lissner Park - Child Sensitive Areas)

PB1  The permittee must notify DERM on the day prior to dispersal activities
commencing, so that a conservation officer may conduct a site assessment if
required.

PB2 Dispersal activities shall not commence if dependent young or heavily pregnant
flying-foxes are present in the area to be dispersed (to be determined on the day of
dispersal).

PB3  Dispersal activities must be carried out in accordance with the dispersal plan
submitted by council on 24 January 2012, and only in the area designated ‘area of
concern’ on the map submitted with the application. Any deviatémust be
approved by DERM prior to being imoplemented.

PB4  Dispersal activities must immediately cease, and DERM pmste Totified
immediately if: ?{

s A flying-fox appears to have been killed, injured of Warmed;
» A flying-fox appears to be suffering unne; sa1f or unreasonable stress; or
Flying-foxes disperse to another area tha@t an appropriate alternative

roost site, a
PB5 DERM may direct works not to commen e ceased at any time,
PB6 A registered wildlife carer or qualifiegAet ¥nnoculated for Lyssavirus) must be
on call at any times that dispersal act@are being undertaken.
PB7 The permittee must carry out fu digpersal activities if the flying-foxes move
to a location that is determine M to be an unsuitable location.
PB8  Charters Towers Regiona@ must develop a flying-fox management plan to

address longer term managefgent of the species within 6 months of the
commencement of thigpermit, prior to the issuing of any subsequent DMPs.

Comments and W \'@t:
s Queens] ks and Wildlife to take control as flying-foxes are wildlife.
»  Trials gmnducted with helicopters.
s Fit 100 fi%ng-foxes with radio transmitters to assess their trave] itineraries.
o Allow 24 hour harassment maybe 5 minutes every half-hour.

These are just some ideas, but the main focus should be on relaxing permit conditions for
trials. It is only by conducting trials that a long term solution may be found.

Ravenswood:
Council has an approval in the form of a letter to protect designated public facilities such
as the showgrounds and the public town pool.

Réléase
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Council batting for foxes | Townsville Bulletin News
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BREAKING NEWS

Opinion

Date: Thunday 6" Decamber 2012 | "5 SHARE

Council batting for foxes
DANIEL BATEMAN | November 8th, 2012

FLYING foxes are no longer public ensmy No.1 in Charters
Towers, with the town's council now embraging bats
Instead of wanting to shoot them,

Charters Towers Regional Councll Is pushing ahead with plans
{o establish a wildiife sancluary 3km away from its CBD,

1t hopes this wiii aliract the large colony of flying foxes that has
taken up permanent residence In the park inl the middle of the
town,

At a potential cost of $1.5 million over [hree years, tha
saenctuary is to includa a wildifa hospltal, whera sick and
injured bats can be treated, and walking fracks.

Instead of viewing the endangered animals as a menacs lo
residents, who have complalned for years of the smefl and
nolse from the colony - which at times has numbsrad 50,000 -
the council Is now even considering tuming the bals into &
tourist attraction.

it is a complete u-tum from the council's pravious policy of
Lrying 1o culi the nelsy winged crealures thal have irritated
resldants for mare than a decade.

Acling Mayor Wally Brewer, whe admitted he was ons of the
many residents who originally wanted o see the bals shot,
said he had grown te understand the impodance of keeping
llying foxes allve.

"lf ws went and shot 40,000 bats, we're probably Jooking al
$120,000 in costs just for the ammunlilon alone,” he said.

*[ don'l think people find thal accepiable any more, though -
the wholesala slaughter of animals.”

The council Is drawing up congept plans for its witdiife
sanctuary, which s to be located near Gladstons Creek and
medalied on the success of Yarra Bend Park, to where
Malbourne City Councll successfully relocated bats away from
its harilage-listed Botanlc Gardens in 2003,

Cr Brewer hoped the proposed wildlife hospital would be used
by James Cook Unlversity to educate veterinary sclence
students [n tha treatment of sick and injured wildiife.

“Wa will have sorething that is sadly lacking hers, ang
somawhere where people can take injured wildiife,
can be housed and looked after,” Gr Brewer sald,

*It will Includs bats.

gre Ih

*As much as § did wanl lo shoot them, | d6n'(Ygal thalWay any
more,*
The councll has spent more than 3 '@ pramoving fiying

foxes from its 130-year-old Lissner PAgk over the years,
Including mustering the animals using aNyelicopter, using
shotguns loaded with pyrolechnic cantridges, and even helium
balloons painted with images of hawks to scare lhem away,
bul they have had at bast limitad success,

Cr Brewer sald there was scops for turning the flying foxes into
a tourlst attraction, If the sancluary idea worked,

North Queensland Wildlife Carers bat carer Dominigue Thirfet
applauded the council for itls new approach to flying fox
marnagement.

"All of the altempts to remova fiying foxes have bean quits
eruel and very costly, and | think it's good naws ihat they're
locking at other options." sha said.
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What brilliant naws, I'm Impressed.Wa are always on the lockout to travel to places where you can
ses "David Altenbarough momanls® and bal fiyouls in the evaning are such moments.Charters

Towers - you'ra on my list of places to visit now.

Posted by: Helen Mjad of NSW 12:37pm loday

| wish for ones that &l those do-gooder greenies had to live right under & calony of these bats for
an extended perlod of time, and then thay *MAY* undersland the angst hat people have had to put ;
up wilh. If we conlinue to let these misfits tell us whal we can and can't o In cur own backyards,

wa can say geodbys to the way of life we currantly know. Go and spread your drivel amang paople
who cars, IF you can lind anyone who Is prepared to put up with you.
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Council batting for foxes | Townsville Bulletin News

I's going to b a bit embarrassing if the Charlers Towers park residents [usl don't wanl to move
FPosted by: Kate of Townsviile 12:53pm Thursday 8if

This Is great news. | have read Ihe teadback and find It inleresting that some pecpla have such
faalings of malice towards tis bals. Ignorance Is very dangsrous and a littls bit of knowlege even
worse, Thers are 4 spacies or flying fox In Australia 50 those black clouds that Mr Butierworth
refers could be any one of those. 1ask pecple fo take a step back, do some research so thal you
have an informed cpinion. htip:/www.dse.vic.gov.au/plants-and-animale/fiying-foxes-home-
pageffiying-foxes-about-flying-foxes

Posted by: Kadi Davigs of T Nte 12:25pm Thursday 8ih

Waould love to know how the councl! plans on keaping (he bats in this sanctuary. Coming from
melbolime i can assure you thal the relocation of biats there didnt work, they Just flzw back.
Electronic collars perhaps?

Posted by: AM of Kinwan 10:58am Thirsgay 8tit

Hay, Warren Bulterworih, newstiash for you: the flyling fox Is & nalive creaiurs, the cane tgadis an
Invasive forelgn Import {much fike while setllers).An excellent dacision by the councll on this -
finaily. After all the myths, misinformation and *lhey're like cane toads® nonsense out of the arsa we
find sensa and intalligence. Lat's hope we continue io see inlelligenca replace buffoonery and
knowledge raplaca ignorance in the matter of flylng foxes,

Posted by: Gavin Kavanagh of Hervey Bay 10:36am Thursday 8th

Thete is a hugs colony of bats and i mean huga in the Townsvills Palmetum Park /Botanic
Gardans . The Council has warning signs but ciher wise it's been kept very guile...

Posted by: john nankervis of cranbrook 16:35am Thursday 8th

Huge well done to this councll for having the foresight to ses thal there ARE alher options and it is
possible 1o co-axisl withoul arrogantly assuming that as humans we have ihe right to destroy and
kill. These animals are lass of a pest on the planet's surface than humankind is. Lets see more of
ihese dacisions,please!

Posted by: sarah of UK 10:05am Thursday 8th

At long Jast it is good to finally see a council taking the Infliative to preserve what is left of our
wildlifs. For to long davelopers, counclls and human gresd have baen mora concemad with the
dastruction of the enviroment for the sake of a few dollars profit. When we iake away the homegghof
the wiidiiia the animals in a lot of cases hava no olher opticn than to move Inlo arsas fhat h

been raped, piliaged and plunder for human greed. Maybe the Townsville Council should sl
considering safe havens for wildiife as Townsville expands further north,

Posted by: 1an Davis of Douglas 03:052m Thursday 8th

Well dons Charters Towars Council - congralulations on moving wilh the times ar ising lhe
important role these arimals play in our envirenment, Great News for {lyingioxes afid other wildtife
that will benefit from the proposed hospiial. Hopefully other councils cal ol ur great lead
and foliow youll

After all these years...commeon sensa finally Kicks in.

Posted by: Marela Abraham 09;02am Thursaay Bif @V

Postsd by: Will of TSV 08:25am Thursday 8ift

whal a wonderlul, clevar ldea, Sounds ke an all round wifer for flying foxes, wildlife carers and
the public in genaral. Onge pacple have inte@gled with ihe bats, il would be vary hard not to fall in
love with them. Geod ¢n you Council - g jol

Pasted by: Lee-Anne Burgess of Austra @

Gangralulations o the counciigor intellident, sensible and compassionate solulion! May our
native forests siay forever pllina these beautitul and vuinerable Aussie mammals!

hirsday 8th

Posted by: Caron Kraulh

a39am Nprsday &if

S0 $150,000 istom nd gsiting rd of them bul $1.5millian isnl?
Posted by: AM of Kirwan 07%4am Thursday 8th

1 would love to speak to the parson/s who counted the fiying foxes which [s now the basis of the
claim *Endangered Specles®. Maybe our politiclans and do gooders should get In their motor cars
and trave! this counlry and ses the millions of colonies and watch th black clouds rise from the
oamps at dusk and return at dawn, These animals move about. They don't stay in the one spot.
They seelc a camp where thera is sulficient foad and cover and when they destroy it, they move to
another, Thay, like the care {oad, are PESTS.

Posted biv: Warren SBUTTERWORTH of Townsville 08:45am Thursday 8th

More Comments

Wa walcome your commenls on this story. Comments are submilted for possible publication on the condition that thay may be
adited, Plaase provide your full name, We also require & working emalf address - not for publication, bul for verifieaticn. The

incation field is oplional. Read our publication guidelines.

Submit your fesdback here:

Full name:

i Emall address:

Location (optional):

Your comments:
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From: Corro EHP Minister

Sent: Friday, 16 November 2012 7:35 AM

To: Lanham Glenys

Subject: FW: Charters Towers Regional Council - flying fox DMPs

Importance: High

Attachments: Damage Mitigation Perniit Summary of Conditions.doc.doc

From: Shaw Gary On Behalf Of DLO EHP

Sent: Thursday, 15 November 2012 5:35 PM

To: Corro EHP Minister

Subject: Charters Towers Regional Council - fiying fox DMPs
Importance: High

HiI MECU

Re: Charters Towers Regional Council - flying fox DMPs

Minister Powell has requested a briefing note to update him on the interactions with Charters Towers Regional Councll re flying fox DiPs.

In particular, he has requested that the Department respond to this issues ralsed in the attached document under the heading "Comments and Wish List".
While itis appreciated this is not a formal application, the Minister seeks an assessment on these comments all the same.

Please provide by COB Thursday, 29 November 2012.

Thanks

Gary

Bary Shaw

Departmental Lialsen Clicer

Deparlment of Environment and Harltage Protection
Lavel 13

400 George Stresl BRISBANE

Tel: 07 - 3330 6250 Fax: 07 - 3330 €308
E-mail: Qary.Shaw@shp.ald.aov.au

visit us at m&ﬂme_ggﬁgmu_

From: Flona Procter [mallto: Flona.Procter@ministerial.qld.gov.au)
Sent: Thursday, 15 November 2012 4:31 PM

To: Shaw Gary; DLO EHP

Subject: Briefing note request

Importance: High V
Hi Gary @

The Minister has requested a briefing note to update him on the intem@(harters Towers Reglonal Councll re flying fox DMPs.

In particular he has reguested that the Department respond t i% issues ralsed In the attached document under the heading "Comments and Wish List",
While we appreciate this Is not a formal application, the an assessment on these comments all the same,

Suggest a turn around time of two weeks would bﬁa 58,

Thanks
Fiona

[X] Description: Fiona - Signature

Thip email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and way contain privileged and confidential inf
If not an intendsd recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; any form of disclosu
Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the Queernsland Govermment.

Pleasa congider the enviromment before printing this email.

Réléase
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Damage Mitigation Permit No. WIMP11388312 (Dispersal of Wildlife)

This permit is valid - 18 June 2012 to 17 December 2012. It is an approval that controls
the way in which we maintain our trees in Lissner Park, Charters Towers. The conditions
of this approval are as follows;

Conditions of Approval — (Lissner Park Tree Pruning, Charters Towers)

PB1
PB2

PB3

PB4

PBS

PB6

PB7
PB8

Comments and Wish List:

No work to be undertaken in a tree that contains flying foxes

No work with power tools is to be undertaken within 80km of a tree containing
flying foxes.

Any work with power tools must cease if it causes the flying foxes to lift and
remain in the air for 5 minutes or more.

Maintenance work must cease and EHP contacted if the work s in physical
harm or mortality of a flying fox. %

EHP must be contacted at least 48 hours before work co es so an EHP
officer can conduct a site assessment,

All works are to be conducted in accordance with the IRC’c document ‘Lissner
Park- Maintenance Plan 2012 sent to EHP 10-5 2

EHP may direct works not to commence or tg=ee any time.

Approval of Stage 3 works is subject to CTR@ pgoviding EHP with a plan for the
work and approval of the plan by EHP n must denote the location of the
trees that will be subject to remedial@ and the extent of the required

pruning.
&’

and some as early as 1891 when the park was

Lissner Park is on the State Iieritag egister. Many of the fig trees were planted as part

of the Boer War Memoria
established. The trees in ‘a

over the last 12 y

y 2001extended to cover extraordinary dimensions but
fox inhabitation, many of the trees have died and been

removed, many ar& ing, all of them have been severely pruned and most have lost
their century o noptes. The maintenance of trees should be a Council right. Many of
the limbs prese uge safety risk for the general public and the flying foxes
themselves. The collapse of one such limb killed 40 flying foxes earlier this year,
Council should be permitted to address public safety by pruning or removing dangerous

limbs.

This should be extended to include clean-up activities as well. The only

exception should be if dependant young flying foxes remain in the trees being pruned
when they first lift into the air. There are 600 odd trees in the near vicinity and I can’t see
a problem with the flying foxes finding a temporary home while trees are pruned. The
park is a centre piece to the town and should be maintained as such.

Damage Mitigation Permit No. WIMP11696412 (Dispersal of Wildlife)

14-199

Reléase

File A Page 11 of 19



Valid - 30 August 2012 to 28 February 2013

Conditions of Approval — (Lissner Park — Child Sensitive Areas)

PB1  The permittee must notify DERM on the day prior to dispersal activities
commencing, so that a conservation officer may conduct a site assessment if
required. :

PB2  Dispersal activities shall not commence if dependent young or heavily pregnant
flying foxes are present in the area to be dispersed (to be determined on the day of
dispersal),

PB3  Dispersal activities must be cartied out in accordance with the dispersal plan
submitted by Council on 24 January 2012, and only in the area designated ‘area of
concern’ on the map submitted with the application. Any deviations must be
approved by DERM prior to being implemented.

PB4  Dispersal activities must immediately cease, and DERM must br@fied
immediately if:

* Aflying-fox appears to have been killed, injured o ¥ped:
*  Aflying-fox appears to be suffering unnecessary %asonable stress; or
*  Flying-foxes disperse to another area that is not Zpa ropriate alternative

roost site.
PBS DERM may direct works not to commence or %seﬂ at any time,
PB6 A registered wildlife carer or qualified vet (in%t d for Lyssavirus) must be on
call af any times that dispersal activities aifagisundertaken.
PB7  The permittee must carry out further djgherdl activities if the flying foxes move
to a location that is determined by DE@ be an unsuitable location.
5

PB8  Charters Towers Regional Coun W evelop a flying-fox management plan to
address longer term manageme@j species within 6 months of the

commencement of this per@ to the issuing of any subsequent DMPs,

Comments and Wish Li \/
*  Queensland Parks ar ildlife to take control as flying foxes are wildlife.
» Trials to be % ed with helicopters

« Fit 100 flyj es with radio transmitters to assess their travel itineraries
*  Allow E@arassment maybe 5 minutes every half-hour
These are just some ideas, but the main focus should be on relaxing permit conditions for

trials. It is only by conducting trials that a long term solution may be found,

Ravenswood:
Council has an approval in the form of a letter to protect designated public facilities such
as the Show grounds and the public town pool.

Rélgase

14-199 File A Page 12 of 19




1,

R
@y

QUEENSLANLI
(“O\- FRNMENT

Hon Andrew Powell MP
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection

Level 13
400 George Street Brishane 4000

Ref CTS 19582/112 ) GPQ Box 2454 Brishane
Queensland 4001 Australia
; Telephone +61 7 3239 0844
21 DEC 2012 Facsimile +61 7 3224 2496
Emall environment@ministerial.gld.gov.au
Mr Shane Knuth MP
Member for Dalrymple
Stock Exchange Arcade
2/76 Mosman Street

CHARTERS TOWERS QLD 4820

Thank you for your email of 17 December 2012 concerning the r al of flying-foxes from
Charters Towers, given the current influx of Little Red flying-fox€s.

| empathise with residents who are being affected by number of animals currently in the
city, but the answer to this problem does not have g solution, such as culling the animals,

as the legislation you proposed would have all o;le

| do not say this because |, or this governmgnt flying-foxes before people - far from it. First
and foremost in my pricrities is the safe E[besng of our communities and | will consider
any option that can assist.

One of the reasons your legislation WZ rejected, following careful analysis by the committee,
was because of the potent lal 0 tt exacerbate the problems it sought to address by bringing
more people into contact -foxes.

| do not dismiss for a how real this issue is for the people affected and | genuinely wish to
ICh are faced with this problem to find lasting solutions. We are doing

work with commu
s0 in a number across the state, including Mt Isa, Gayndah and Duaringa where we
have excellent relatlens with the respective councils.

| am pleased to say that we are also working very constructively with the Charters Towers
Regional Council and have been in close contact with it both before and after the most recent
increase in numbers. Department of Environment and Heritage Protection officers have also
been on the ground in Charters Towers in the past 48 hours to assess the situation.

Currently, the trees containing flying-foxes outside Lissner Park are not roosts as defined
under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and hence permits are not required to disturb animals
outside the park. This is because roosts, under the legislation, are defined as places where
flying-foxes come to breed and raise young from time to time. As the animals have not yet
used areas outside the park to breed, they are therefore not roosts.

Réléase
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Consequently, the department has been able to provide the council with information to enable it
to provide residents advice about non-harmful techniques to scare flying-foxes from their
properties. A copy of this is provided for your information.

As you will also be aware, the council has in the past been granted numerous damage mitigation
permits (DMPs) to reduce the impacts of the flying-foxes in Lissner Park. This includes a current
permit related to the swimming pool area. Departmental officers have been in contact with the
council in recent days to ensure it has whatever support it needs in relation to taking actions
under this permit.

I assure you that flying-fox management remains a priority for the government. Progress is
under way to review the DMP system for flying-fox roosts to deliver a more streamlined and rapid
assessment process,

While this review has good potential to assist communities in some circumstances, in the case
of Lissner Park, there are several factors influencing flying-fox behaviour that a revised DMP
system will be unlikely to be able to address. This is why the council’s vigign of creating an
alternative place for flying-foxes to roost is important. | agree that it i Q substitute for
continuing to find ways to reduce impacts on residents in the meangi tit is an important
fong term measure and | encourage you fo support the council % forts to pursue this.

I hope this information is of assistance when replying to your cc?sti ents. Should you have any
further enquiries, please contact my Chief of Staff, Mr Tygy Cdllings on 3239 0844,

Yours sim7'ely %

DREW POWELL MP @
injster for Environment and HQ& Protection

Enc \/
QO
&

Rélease
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Management of Flying-foxes in Charters Towers

A large increase in the Little Red flying-fox population in Lissner Park and the

surrounding residential area (several streets around the Park) has occurred

recently.

This is a normal behaviour and is caused by the flowering of local plants which

brings large numbers of little red flying-foxes into the Charters Towers area.

Lissner Park is a known roost site which accommodates Black flying-foxes year

round and seasonal influxes of Little Red flying-foxes.

Flying-foxes (commonly referred to as fruit bats or bats) are a protected species

under the Nafure Conservation Act 1992, and it is an offence to kill or injure them,

or to interfere with their roosts.

A large number of Little Reds are currently using the Lissner Park roost, with

additional animals having spilled over into trees around the local residential area

outside of the known roost area.

EHP officers have assessed the situation and at this point in time,the trees

containing flying-foxes outside Lissner Park are not afforded th@tecﬁon given

to roosts under the Nature Conservation Act.

While the animals themselves are protected and cannot med, outside of

the known roost area it is not unlawful to scare them off@e ise disturb

them,

Therefore flying-foxes in Charters Towers’ backyageds ofin, at this point, be scared

away or deterred from landing by residents by n%r lights (or other non-

harmful methods) provided the animals are ed.

Some key points for residents to rememb

- When you move the flying-foxes ongro r property it is possible that they |
will fly next door, or to the neares e habitat, so your neighbour will
need to be aware of your activi% and your neighbours may wish to

coordinate your efforts.
- You are not permitted to ki ing-fox, or use methods that would be likely

to'harm the animal as t a protected species.’

- Flying-foxes get stressed Yery easily in the heat of Charters Towers in
summer and it doggWot natter how much you try and move them on during
the day they wt@ e to try and return to a shady spot.

- The best timg to thyéind keep them out of your back yard is early in the
morning bgfor&they settle in for the day. i.e. between 4am and 8am.

- The begiyvainof moving flying-foxes is to try any or all of the following
meth%en they are coming into land in the early morning:

o Louhsounds such as clapping, or banging pots together.

o The use of a garden hose by sending spray up the tree itself, but not
directly on the flying-foxes.

o Honking the car horn

o Other loud sound or scare tactics

o Use of smoke by burning things such as hay, grass or straw in petrol
drums (to keep the fire contained) under the colony

o Lights, by directing torch beams into the foliage.

- Residents must, however, ensure that they comply with local laws in applying
any non-harmful methods to scare off flying-foxes.

Catching diseases directly from flying-foxes is extremely unlikely. If you find a
sick, injured or orphaned flying-fox, do not touch it. Contact your local wildlife
care organisation or the RSPCA Qld.

To dispose of a dead flying-fox use a shovel and/or tongs to remove it and
then burn or bury it. Do not touch the bat without wearing thick gloves. If

Rélgase
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burying it, ensure that the hole is deep enough so that a dog could not dig it
up.

If bitten or scratched by a bat do not scrub the wound. Wash the wound
gently, but thoroughly, with soap and water for at least five minutes. Apply an
antiseptic (e.g. povidone, iodine or another iodine preparation or ethanol
alcohol) and cover the wound. Contact your doctor or hospital immediately.
Little Red flying-foxes are a highly nomadic species which can only be
expected to remain in Charters Towers while there are sufficient natural food
sources to sustain the large number of animals,

File A Page 16 of 19
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MACPHERSON Julie

From: Dairymple Charters Electorate Office <Dalrymple.Charters@parliament.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 17 December 2012 11:31 AM

To: Environment

Cc: Frank C. Beveridge (FBeveridge@charterstowers.qld.gov.au); Northern Miner;

news.brisbane@aap.com.au; news@4bc.com.au; news@cqnews.com.aw;
news@ngn.newsltd.com.au; news@couriermail.com.au; localnews@seven.com.au;
Media Rep - Jessica Vanvonderen; radio.news@abc.net.au; Media Rep - Daniel
Hurst; news.townsville@aap.com.au; Media Rep - Gabrielie Dunlevy;
Tsvnews@wingld.com.au

Subject: Minister Andrew Powell: Urgent action demanded by Charters Towers residents for
flying fox removal

Importance:; High
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Minister &

As you are aware, Charters Towers is currently inundated with an (@ﬁ 100 000 hats.

My office has had a steady stream of angry residents, at their w% phoning or physically calling in to demand

action.

A resident who visited my Charters Towers office this m%ywas shaking with anger.

s promise to put people ahead of flying foxes and remove
here, in increasing numbers,

Charters Towers has not forgotten your and the
them by whatever means necessary — yet they(ag

The government has rejected my Flying Wntrol Amendment Bill 2012 which would have solved the problem and
removed flying foxes from residenti.
Flying foxes have caused four b@deaths, 80 horse deaths and carry many lethal viruses.

Your Government declare@?ﬂld be a Government of accountability.

We don’t want another round of spin with the Government ducking, weaving and hiding from the issue.

We demand action.

We want the flying foxes removed by whatever means necessary — as promised.

We are not going to sit quietly for another three years for a bat habitat to be established and hope the flying foxes
will be enticed to relocate.

You know as well as we do there is no guarantee that this will happen.

The flying foxes have invaded residential properties, school and college properties, Eventide, business premises,
and put our swimming pool (which is adjacent to Lissner Park} in danger.

Our town swimming pool had to be closed on Sunday because of severe contamination from bat excreta.

Reléase
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This is of particular concern because of the school holidays and anxieties that our children may be in danger.
Families can no longer use Lissner Park, traditionally the venue for family picnics, weddings, concerts etc,

The community has reached boiling point with some threatening to remove the flying foxes themselves — by
whatever means necessary,

It is appalling that residents are forced into this position because the Government has failed in its duty to protect its
people.

We have sick, frail, elderly residents, children and families condemned to live with the filth, stench, screeching of
disease-carrying flying foxes.

We ask you to personally visit Charters Towers and explain to residents why you have failed to deliver on your
election promise to remove the flying foxes- yet they are still here.

Regards

Shane

Shane Knuith MP Q/\zg
Member for Dalrymple

Phone: (07)4787 2139,
Toll free:1800 811 103

Fax: (07)4787 3919 6@

Email: dalrymple.charters@parliament.qgld.gov.au

R@ase
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