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Hi Karen,    
  
Please find below advice from the department regarding the matters discussed during a meeting held on 
28 March 2011 with Adani Mining Pty Ltd representatives.  
  
  
Unauthorised drilling activities 
As discussed during the meeting, the department will investigate the non-compliances with the 
environmental authority MIC200857709 and the Environmental Protection Act 1994.  
  
The department has a responsibility to respond to any non-compliance with legislative requirements. In 
the event of non-compliance with the legislation and environmental performance standards, the 
department has the ability to use a number of enforcement tools including warning notices, statutory 
orders requiring certain actions to be taken, Penalty Infringement Notices and prosecution.  
  
  
Sewage Treatment 
I have included the ERA for sewage treatment below. If you are operating a system to treat sewage, the 
threshold for inclusion within the environmental authority is 21 Equivalent Persons. The ERA does not 
include a system for the collection of sewage without treatment.  
  
ERA 63 Sewage treatment 
(1) Sewage treatment (the relevant activity) consists of— 

(a) operating 1 or more sewage treatment works at a site that have a total daily peak design 
capacity of at least 21EP; or 
(b) operating a sewage pumping station with a total design capacity of more than 40KL in an 
hour, if the operation of the pumping station is not an essential part of the operation of sewage 
treatment works to which paragraph (a) applies. 

(2) The relevant activity does not include— 
(a) carrying out works, other than operating a sewage pumping station mentioned in subsection 
(1)(b), involving only infrastructure for the collection of sewage, including for example, pipes; or 
(b) carrying out works involving either of the following— 

(i) operating or maintaining composting toilets; 
(ii) treating or recycling greywater. 

(3) In the following table, the aggregate environmental score for the relevant activity is the score stated 
opposite the threshold within which the relevant activity is carried out. 
  
daily peak design capacity, for sewage treatment works, means the higher EP for the works calculated 
using each of the following formulae— 

(a) EP = V/200 
where— 
V is the volume, in litres, of the average dry weather 
flow of sewage that can be treated at the works in a day; 
(b) EP = M/ 2.5 
where— 
M is the mass, in grams, of phosphorus in the influent 
that the works are designed to treat as the inlet load in a 
day. 

  
  
Diesel Storage 
A level 2 Environmental Authority must not include a Chapter 4 activity (environmentally relevant activity 
located in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008) for which there is an aggregate 
environmental score 
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Under the current Level 2 Environmental Authority, Adani Mining Pty Ltd may conduct ERA 8, at the threshold 
3a (below):  
  
ERA 8 Chemical storage 
(1) Chemical storage (the relevant activity) consists of storing— 

(a) 50t or more of chemicals of dangerous goods class 1 or class 2, division 2.3 in containers of at 
least 10m3; or 
(b) 50t or more of chemicals of dangerous goods class 6, division 6.1 in containers capable of holding 
at least 900kg of the chemicals; or 
(c) 10m3 or more of chemicals of class C1 or C2 combustible liquids under AS 1940 or dangerous 
goods class 3; or 
(d) the following quantities of other chemicals in containers of at least 10m3— 

(i) 200t or more, if they are solids or gases; 
(ii) 200m3 or more, if they are liquids. 

(2) The relevant activity does not include— 
(a) in-transit storage of chemicals; or 
(b) storing chemicals for carrying out an activity under section 7; or 
(c) transporting petroleum under the Petroleum Act 1923 or the Petroleum and Gas (Production and 
Safety) Act 2004; or 
(d) carrying out an activity to which section 55, 56, 57 or 58 applies. 

(3) In the following table, the aggregate environmental score, if any, for the relevant activity is the score stated 
opposite the threshold within which the relevant activity is carried out. 
  
Threshold 

3) storing the following total quantity of chemicals of class C1 or C2 combustible liquids under AS 
1940 or dangerous goods class 3 under subsection (1)(c)— 

a) 10m3 to 500m3.  
  
  
Carmichael River 
The departmental guideline ‘Activities in a watercourse, lake or spring associated with mining operations’ only 
applies for Mineral Development Licences or Mining Leases. Depending on your proposal, you may require 
approvals under the Water Act 2000. To determine your requirements under the Water Act 2000, please 
contact Kristy Meacle, Senior Adviser Water Regulatory Services on (07) 4938 4590.  
  
No excluding ‘buffer zone’ will be applied to the Carmichael River following the amendment of the 
environmental authority, however please be aware that exploration activities that will be undertaken within the 
bed and banks of the river may require additional approvals under the Water Act 2000.  
  
I hope this is of assistance with your amendment application. If you have any further questions, please 
contact myself on (07) 4987 9320.  
  
Regards,  

Rebecca Blades  
Principal Environmental Officer, Environmental Services - Mining  
Telephone: 07 4987 9320 Mobile: Facsimile: 07 4987 9344 Email: 
rebecca.blades@derm.qld.gov.au  
www.derm.qld.gov.au  
Department of Environment and Resource Management  
99 Hospital Road, Emerald, Q 4720  
PO Box 19, Emerald Q 4720  
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Hi Rebecca 

I’m following up on the actions that came out of our meeting last Monday.  When you are back in the 
office, can you please provide advice regarding the following? 

•         Advise about any implications of previous disturbance undertaken within ERE and ERE buffer 
including non-compliance notice and/or fines. 

•         Advise whether a septic system can be constructed under the current EA and what the capacity of 
the camp can be whilst keeping under the threshold of a level 1 ERA (for sewerage treatment). 

•         Clarify the maximum volume of diesel that can be stored under the current EA. 

•         Provide a guideline applicable to Adani’s proposed river crossing works. 

•         Advise whether a buffer is likely be applied to the Carmichael River following the EA amendment. 

In addition, can you please advise as to whether the financial assurance can be calculated based on the 
method presented in the Code, or is it a requirement to calculate it based on rehabilitation unit costs for 
each disturbance domain (as per Appendix A of the EM Plan guideline)? 

Don’t hesitate to call me if you require any clarification or would like to discuss anything. 

Cheers 

Karen 

Home   |  About Us   |   Our Services  |  Our Team   |   Projects & Clients   |   FAQ  |   Latest News   |  Contact Us 
All rights reserved Copyright © 2009 McCollum Environmental Management Services.Email header powered by Dreeme 

DISCLAIMER - The information contained in and accompanying this communication is strictly confidential and intended solely for the use of the intended 
recipient/s.  Consequently, if you have received it in error, you must not use the e-mail, or the information in it in any way.  If you are not the intended 
recipient of this communication please delete and destroy all copies and telephone McCollum Environmental Management Services Pty Ltd on 07-4953 2700 
immediately.  McCollum Environmental Management Services Pty Ltd accepts no responsibility for changes to this e-mail or any attachments after 
transmission. 
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