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Landholders are encouraged to familiarise themselves with the Acts and 
regulations relevant to their operations, and to seek advice from the department if 
required. 
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Vegetation Management Act 19991

Acid sulfate soil

Airstrip cleared

Boundary fence

Coastal lot

Contour bank

Crossing vehicular track road internal fence boundary fence
linear infrastructure watercourse drainage 
feature

crossing watercourse
drainage feature.

Dedicated road road
road

Vegetation Management Act 1999
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Defining bank

seasonal high water line

Drainage and erosion 
control structure 

vehicular track
internal fence, boundary fence firebreak fire management line

linear infrastructure

drainage and erosion 
control structure

contour 
banks

Ecological processes

Environmental offset Environmental Offsets Act 2014,

Exempt clearing work 

exempt clearing work

Fire management line road
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Firebreak cleared
boundary 

fences roads vehicular tracks internal fences irrigation 
channels contour banks.

Habitat tree

Helipad cleared

Impact area cleared category C area category R 
area exchange area

cleared

Internal fence boundary fence

Irrigation channel

Immature koala habitat 
tree

koala habitat tree

mature tree habitat tree

Koala habitat area Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2017

Koala habitat tree Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2017

Habitat trees
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Koala offset environmental offset Environmental Offsets 
Act 2014

koala habitat area

Landholder
freehold

freehold freehold

Land Act 1994
clearing

Land Act 1994

clearing
Land Act 1994

clearing

landholder

Landholder consent
landholder

clearing
road

Transport Infrastructure Act 1994
dedicated road road 

authority Electricity Act 1994

clearing
Electricity Act 1994).

Land zones
land 

zone
regional 

ecosystem land zone

Linear infrastructure 

roads 
and vehicular tracks internal fence boundary fence
line irrigation channels contour banks fire management lines

firebreaks
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Non-coastal lot coastal lot

Non-linear infrastructure 
linear infrastructure

airstrips helipads.

Recognised best 
practice methods

soil erosion and instability soil
erosion and instability 

Regional ecosystem 
structure category

regional 
ecosystem

Road authority
road Transport Infrastructure Act 

1994

dedicated roads
road Transport Infrastructure Act 1994 

Road, vehicular track
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Salinity expression area

Seasonal high water line

Soil erosion and 
instability

Threatening process

weed

land degradation acid sulfate soil

Weed 

Biosecurity Act
2014

Corymbia torelliana Schefflera 
actinophylla

Melaleuca . Melaleuca bracteata Melaleuca quinquenervia Sporobolus .
Salsola australis Sclerolaena .

Cyperus . Juncus . Atriplex . Paspalum . Enchylaena 
tomentosa Sesuvium portulacastrum Tecticornia Phragmites
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Vegetation Management Act 1999
Planning Act 2016 clearing remnant 
vegetation regulated regrowth vegetation

Clearing 

Note: Other legislation may also affect clearing activities. Before you notify the 
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) of your intention 
to clear vegetation under this code, it is strongly recommended that you contact 
the relevant agencies listed in Appendix 1 to determine whether your proposed 
clearing activity is allowable under other local, state and federal laws.

clearing remnant vegetation category B areas
regulated regrowth vegetation category C areas category R areas

clearing

Note: All sections of this code are mandatory and to ensure you are compliant with 
this code, you must satisfy the requirements in sections. If your intended 
clearing is in a category B area and will not comply with this code, you may be 
able to apply for a development approval. Contact DNRME on 135 VEG (135 
834) for further information.
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clearing vegetation category B area category C area
category R area 

Freehold

Indigenous land

clearing

indigenous land clearing

—
landholder clearing

Dedicated roads.

clearin vegetation category X area dedicated roads

clearing

Boundary fences 

Internal fences

Roads vehicular tracks

Contour banks

Drainage and erosion control structures 

Irrigation channels

linear infrastructure

Airstrip helipads

non-linear infrastructure 

Firebreaks

Fire management lines

21-157 File B Page 12 of 47

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 R
es

ou
rce

s D
isc

los
ure

 Lo
g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Note: This code sets clearing area and width limitations for different types of 
infrastructure, vegetation and tenures. If your intended clearing for a particular 
infrastructure type exceeds the area or width limitations for the relevant tenure
outlined in this code, and is in a category B area, you may be able to apply for a 
development approval.

Clearing development approval

development approval
development approval

Clearing
State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971

Clearing vegetation exempt clearing work
clearing

Clearing vegetation

Note: Before notifying to clear under this code, you should check whether your 
intended clearing activity qualifies as exempt clearing work8. If your clearing
qualifies as exempt clearing work, you can clear without a notification or 
approval under the vegetation management framework. 

clearing

impacts remnant vegetation regrowth vegetation

land degradation

ecological processes biodiversity

wetland watercourse drainage 
features

regional ecosystems

exempt clearing work
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Clearing for infrastructure effective 21 June 2019

Note: If you notified under the superseded Managing clearing for necessary 
property infrastructure code effective 21 June 2019, you do not need to re-notify 
under this code unless you want to do additional clearing to that already notified, 
or the notification has expired.

landholders

clearing
clearing

landholder

Note: If you are a third party making a notification over someone else’s land, you 
need the landholder’s consent to enter, access and undertake clearing or other 
works on their land.

clearing exchange area
exchange area

landholder’s
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freehold

clearing

clearing

Note: If you are notifying online, you should receive an email within 10 minutes 
that confirms receipt of your notification. 

clear

clearing clearing

recognised best practice methods

exchange area

clearing

clearing road boundary fence, non-
linear infrastructure

clearing
remnant vegetation regulated regrowth vegetation
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Clearing 

Clearing clearing dedicated
road

Clearing clearing dedicated road 

xchange area
exchange area

Clearing

cleared

category X areas cleared
clearing

clearing category X areas cleared

clearing category C area category R area 

clear category B area, clearing least concern 
regional ecosystems

clearing

essential habitat

koala habitat area

immature koala habitat trees

habitat trees

clearing exchange area
property map of 

assessable vegetation (PMAV) declared area 

clearing category X areas cleared areas
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Example: Clearing for an internal fence to enable property management or 
improve land condition is an example of necessary infrastructure. Clearing for a 
road or vehicular track when an existing fire management line has already 
been cleared and provides access, is not necessary infrastructure and would not 
comply with the code.

Clearing dedicated road

Clearing category B area clearing

Clearing category C area category R area

exchange area

clearing koala habitat area koala offset
clearing
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Table 1: Clearing requirements for infrastructure on land other than a dedicated road

Clearing

Boundary fences Clearing
Clearing landholder’s

cleared landholder’s

Roads, vehicular 
tracks, internal 
fences, irrigation 
channels or 
contour banks

Clearing
Clearing

cleared

Clearing
defining bank wetland

defining bank watercourse drainage 
feature clearing road, vehicular track 
internal fence crossing

Drainage and 
erosion control 
structures 

Clearing
drainage and erosion control structure.

Linear 
infrastructure other 
than boundary 
fences, roads, 
vehicular tracks, 
internal fences, 
irrigation channels 
or drainage and 
erosion control 
structures.

Clearing
Clearing

cleared

Clearing defining bank
wetland

Clearing defining bank
watercourse drainage feature crossing
watercourse drainage feature

Firebreaks Clearing firebreak non-
coastal lot19

Clearing 
Clearing

firebreak

Clearing koala habitat area Nature Conservation Act 1992

landholder clear

Clearing koala habitat area Nature Conservation Act 1992

Clearing koala habitat area Nature Conservation Act 1992

coastal lots non-coastal lots clearing firebreak
road vehicular track exempt clearing work firebreak

vegetation
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Clearing

Fire management 
lines

Clearing category C area category R area

Airstrips and 
helipads

Clearing

Non-linear
infrastructure other 
than airstrips and 
helipads

clearing category B area
Clearing

cleared endangered regional 
ecosystems of concern regional ecosystems

Clearing essential habitat

Clearing least concern regional ecosystem
regional ecosystem 

Clearing least concern regional ecosystem
regional ecosystem 

Clearing 

clearing
category C area category R area

Clearing category C area
category R area 

Essential habitat

exchange area

clearing koala habitat area koala offset
clearing

clearing category C area category R 
area

exchange area

clearing koala habitat area koala offset
clearing

Clearing koala habitat area Nature Conservation Act 1992

Clearing koala habitat area Nature Conservation Act 1992

Clearing koala habitat area Nature Conservation Act 1992
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Note: If you intend to clear native vegetation in a watercourse, you may need a 
riverine protection permit. For further information visit www.business.qld.gov.au or 
contact your closest DNRME office.

Note: If you are clearing on a road, you need landholder’s consent from the 
road authority to enter, access and undertake clearing or other works on the 
road.

Clearing dedicated road

learing

Clearing category B area dedicated road clearing

Clearing category C area category R area category X area
exchange area

Table 2:  Clearing requirements for infrastructure on a dedicated road

All Clearing
Clearing
Clearing

defining bank wetland
defining bank watercourse drainage feature

crossing watercourse drainage feature

clearing

Recognised best practice methods

soil erosion and instability clearing

clearing
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soil erosion and instability clearing

wetland watercourse drainage 
feature clearing

Clearing salinity expression area 
clearing category C area category R area exchange area

land zone
acid 

sulfate soils

exchange area clearing clearing
Koala offset

Exchange areas

exchange area category X area category B area category C 
area category R area

exchange area

exchange area

exchange area
clearing impact area

exchange area bioregion impact area
bioregion

exchange area
threatening processes

exchange area category A area regulated vegetation
management map remnant vegetation
category B area regulated vegetation management map

exchange area

exchange area
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exchange area

exchange area category X area category C area category 
R area exchange area remnant vegetation category B area

regulated vegetation management map

exchange area category B area
land 

degradation

land degradation.
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Water Act 2000 
Soil Conservation Act 1986

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Act 2003 
Torres Strait Islander Cultural 
Heritage Act 2003

Environmental Protection Act 
1994
Coastal Protection and 
Management Act 1995
Queensland Heritage Act 
1992
Nature Conservation Act 
1992

Fisheries Act 1994
Forestry Act 1959

Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999

Planning Act 2016 
State Development and 
Public Works Organisation 
Act 1971

Transport Infrastructure Act 
1994

Local Government Act 2009
Planning Act 2016

Nature Conservation Act 1992

clearing

freehold

21-157 File B Page 23 of 47

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 R
es

ou
rce

s D
isc

los
ure

 Lo
g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Table A: Clearing width limits 

Table B: Clearing area limits 
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Table C: Riparian protection zones*

defining banks watercourse drainage 
feature wetland defining bank .

Riparian protection zone
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Table D: Requirements for exchange areas 

27

exchange area
category X area

regional ecosystem
bioregion impact area,

regional ecosystem/s 
impact area

regional ecosystem 
endangered of concern
impact area

defining bank 
watercourse

defining bank 
wetland

regional ecosystems 
category A area 

category B area regulated 
vegetation management map

category A area category B area
regulated vegetation management map

impact area
Property Map of 
Assessable Vegetation

exchange area
category A area

Declared area 

Vegetation Management Act 1999
Property Map of Assessable Vegetation category A area

Vegetation Management Act 1999
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exchange 
area category X area

regional ecosystem
impact area

regional ecosystem
endangered of concern
impact area  

defining bank 
watercourse

defining bank 
wetland

regional ecosystems
category A area 

category B area regulated 
vegetation management map

category A area category B area 
regulated vegetation management map

impact area
Declared area 

exchange 
area category X area category B area
category C area category R area

land degradation
remnant vegetation

weed
endangered regional ecosystem

wetland

land 
degradation

watercourse

impact area
Declared area 
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Land Act 1994

Land Act 1994

Planning Regulation 2017
Vegetation Management Act 1999.

Planning Regulation 2017 Natural 
Resources and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2019
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Vegetation Management Act 1999

Vegetation Management Act 
1999

Land Act 1994

Vegetation Management Act 1999

Environmental 
Protection Act 1994

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016
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Geothermal Energy 
Act 2010

 Fire and Emergency Services Act 
1990

Electricity Act 1994
Electricity Regulation 2006

Forestry Act 1959.

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999

Forestry Act 1959

Transport Infrastructure Act 1994

Planning Act 2016
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Mineral Resources Act 1989

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999

 Planning 
Regulation 2017
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Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 1990

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016
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Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Communities (Justice, Land and Other 
Matters) Act 1984
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Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 1990

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016
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Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 1990

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016
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Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016

Biosecurity Act 2014
Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 

Planning Act 2016

Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990
Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 

Planning Act 2016

21-157 File B Page 41 of 47

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 R
es

ou
rce

s D
isc

los
ure

 Lo
g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Land Act 1994

Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 1990

Biosecurity Act 2014

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016

21-157 File B Page 42 of 47

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 R
es

ou
rce

s D
isc

los
ure

 Lo
g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



21-157 File B Page 43 of 47

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 R
es

ou
rce

s D
isc

los
ure

 Lo
g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Land Act 1994

 Land Act 1994

Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 1990

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999 Planning Act 
2016

Land Act 1994:
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Land Act 1994
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Land
Act 1994

Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 1990
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