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Policy Advisor 

Chief of Staff 

Dated 

CTS: 34222/18 
eDOCS: 

Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy 
MINISTER'S BRIEFING NOTE — Dr Anthony Lynham MP 

SUBJECT: Appointment of members to the Coal Mining 
Safety and Health Advisory Committee 

TIMING: 
	

Appointment of members required by 20 
December 2018 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that you: 
a. Note the resignation of Mr George Schuller as a member of the Coal Mining Safety and Health 

Advisory Committee (the Committee) representing the Queensland Resources Council (QRC) (refer 
to CTS 8338/17 and MO/17/3032). 

b. Note the resignation of Mr Glenn Thomas Hall as a member of the Committee representing the 
Electrical Trades Union (ETU) (refer to CTS 27494/17 and M04688). 

c. Note that the terms of appointment of the majority of members of the Committee expire on 
20 December 2018. 

d. Consider the panel of persons nominated by QRC and confirm the recommended appointees are 
Mr Ian Cribb, Mr James Randell and Ms Bobbie Marie Foot as members and Mr Peter Francis Baker 
and Ms Kylie Ah Wong as substitute members. 

e. Consider the panel of persons nominated by the Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and 
Energy Union (trading as CFMEU) and confirm the recommended appointees are Mr Gregory Allan 
Dalliston and Mr Stephen Smyth as members and Mr Jason Hill as a substitute member. 

f. Consider the panel of persons nominated by the Electrical Trades Union and confirm the 
recommended appointees are Mr Stephen Thomas Evetts as a member and Mr Jay Robert Denman 
as a substitute member. 

g. Approve the appointments of the following persons as members of the Committee for a term of 
three years from the date of the appointment letter: 
• Mr Ian Cribb, Mr James Randell, Ms Bobbie Marie Foot (representing QRC) 
• Mr Gregory Allan Dalliston and Mr Stephen Smyth (representing CFMEU) 
• Mr Stephen Thomas Evetts (representing ETU). 

h. 	Approve the appointments of the following persons as substitute members of the Committee for a 
term of three years from the date of the appointment letter: 
• Mr Peter Baker and Ms Kylie Ah Wong (QRC) 
• Mr Jason Hill (CFMEU) 
• Mr Jay Denman (ETU). 

i. 	Approve the appointment of Mr Mark Stone as an inspector member representing the Department 
of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) for a term of three years from the date of the 
appointment letter. 
Note that the chief inspector of coal mines is to be a member of the Committee. 

k. 	Sign the letter to the Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk MP, Premier of Queensland and Minister 
for Trade seeking endorsement of the proposed appointments to the Committee. (Attachment 1). 

KEY ISSUES: 
1. Part 6 of the Coal Mining Safety and Health Act 1999 (the Act) provides for organisations to 

submit a panel of nominated individuals for membership. A panel of six of more names may be 
submitted by the organisations representing coal mine operators and industrial organisations 
representing coal mine workers. 

2. Mr Schuller resigned as a member on 28 March 2017 creating a vacancy for a member 
nominated by an organisation representing coal mine operators. 

3. A replacement for Mr Schuller was not finalised due to the calling of the state election (refer to 

Author: Recommended - ED: Endorsed - DG 
Name: Andrea Volling 
Title/Business Group: A/Principal 
Project Manager, BOE, RSH 
Telephone: 3199 8049 
Date: 16 November 2018 

Name: Mark Stone 
Title/Business Group: Executive 
Director, RSH 
Telephone: 
Date: 13 December 2018 

Approved by: James Purtill 
Title: Director-General 	7 
Division/Region: DNRME 
Telephone: 3199 8218  /-/

//
,zh 

Date Approved: 
RTI 19-027 File A Page 102 of 158

sch4p4( 6) Personal information

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 O
ffic

e o
f th

e M
ini

ste
r fo

r 

Natu
ral

 R
es

ou
rce

s, 
Mine

s a
nd

 Ene
rgy

 

Disc
los

ure
 Lo

g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



CTS: 34222/18 
eDOCS: 

CTS 26121/17, MO/17/4249). 
4. Mr Hall resigned as a member on 29 September 2017 creating a vacancy for a member 

nominated by an industrial organisation representing coal mine workers. 
5. A replacement for Mr Hall was not finalised due to the calling of the state election (refer to CTS 

27494/17, M04688). 

RISK: 
6. If appointments are not completed by 20 December 2018, there is a risk that from that date there 

will not be a functioning Committee as required by the legislation. 

CONSISTENCY WITH ELECTION COMMITMENTS AND GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES: 
7. N/A. 

RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 
8. Finance / Budget - N/A 
9. HR - N/A 

COMMUNICATION: 
10. N/A 

BACKGROUND: 
11. The Committee is a tripartite committee established under Part 6 of the Act. 
12. The primary function of the Committee is to give advice and make recommendations to the 

Minister about promoting and protecting the safety and health of persons at coal mines. 
13. The Committee membership is constituted as follows: 

• the Chairperson who is the Commissioner for Mine Safety and Health 
• the chief inspector of coal mines 
• two other inspectors 
• three members plus two substitute members nominated by organisations representing coal 

mine operators 
• three members plus two substitute members nominated by industrial organisations representing 

coal mine workers. 
14. Attachment 1 to the draft letter to the Premier provides membership details of the Committee 

including new, outgoing and remaining members. 
15. Section 72 of the Act provides that members of the Committee are appointed by the Minister for a 

period of no more than three years. 
16. The term of appointment of the Chairperson, Ms Kate du Preez, expires on 12 June 2019 and of 

an inspector member, Mr Shaun Dobson, expires on 22 May 2020. 
17. The terms of appointment of all remaining members and substitute members expire on 

20 December 2018. 
18. Section 80 of the Act provides that the chief inspector is to be a member of the Committee and 

that the Minister must appoint two other inspectors to members of the Committee. Mr Stone is 
nominated for appointment as the second inspector member. 

19. The organisations representing coal mine operators and industrial organisations representing 
coal mine workers were requested to provide panels of six or more nominees to you by 23 
August 2018. The organisations were requested to consider gender diversity in determining a 
panel of nominees. 

20. The Act provides that if the panel of names is not submitted to the Minister within the stated time, 
the Minister may appoint persons, the Minister considers appropriate. There are currently three 
coal mine operator representative member positions and two substitute coal mine operator 
representative positions to be filled. 

21. QRC submitted a panel of five names within the prescribed time. All of the proposed coal mine 
operator representative appointments have been drawn from the panel of nominations submitted 
by QRC. 
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CTS: 34222/18 
eDOCS: 

22. There are currently three coal mine worker representative member positions and two substitute 
'coal mine worker representative positions to be filled. 

23. The CFMEU and ETU submitted a joint panel of six nominees outside the prescribed time. All of 
the proposed coal mine worker representative appointments have been drawn from the panel of 
nominations submitted jointly by CFMEU and ETU. 

24. Attachment 2 to the draft letter to the Premier contains curricula vitae provided by Mr Cribb, Mr 
Randell, Ms Foot, Mr Dalliston, Mr Smyth, Mr Evetts, Mr Baker, Ms Ah Wong, Mr Hill and Mr 
Denman. 

25. Officers of the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) investigated 
information on the nominees where available in the public domain. The search did not reveal 
anything that would exclude of the proposed appointees from appointment. 

26. The Queensland Register of Lobbyists was consulted. None of the proposed nominees are listed 
on the Queensland Register of Lobbyists. 

27. The government's gender balance target has not been achieved. The proposed appointments will 
however increase the female representation on the Committee from none to two. 

28. When seeking nominations from coal mine operators and industrial organisations, as required 
under the Act, every attempt was made to encourage gender diversity in those nominations. 
Regrettably only the organisation representing coal mine operators was able to put forward 
female nominees, although they both wished that they were able to do so. 

29. The organisations representing coal mine workers advised that their nominations are of elected 
executives. When elections for executive positions occur, any person who is a financial member 
has the ability to run for a position that is up for election. The organisations do not have control 
over who nominates themselves for those executive positions, and the subsequent membership 
vote. 

30. DNRME is unable to nominate a female nominee as there are no qualified women currently 
fulfilling the role of coal mines inspector. This situation generally reflects the very low 
representation of women, both in senior coal mining safety and health roles and in the ranks of 
elected worker representatives in the industry. 

31. The Office of Women within the Department of Child Safety, Youth and Women has been 
consulted in relation to the non-government vacancies on the Committee and note that the 
proposed appointments to the Committee do not meet the government's gender equality targets 
for women on government bodies. 

32. The Office of Women recommended that DNRME consider reviewing the legislation and 
nomination requirements for the Committee, as it presents potential barriers to achieving gender 
diversity for the Committee. The Office of Women also recommended that DNRME should 
consider a shorter appointment period to create additional opportunities for women to be 
appointed by 2020. 

33. Officers of DNRME and the office of the Commissioner for Mine Safety and Health are actively 
engaged with DNRME's Women on Boards project team and have established a recruitment 
action plan to address the barriers to meeting gender equity. 

34. The recruitment action plan includes: identifying and engaging with a broader range of possible 
candidates that meet the criteria for appointment and recommending that the Minister request the 
tripartite partners (unions, industry and government) provide a documented strategy on the 
actions that they are taking to ensure potential female candidates are identified and put forward. 

35. Committee members are not entitled to any remuneration other than the reimbursement of 
reasonable expenses and travel allowances. 

36. Mr Dalliston is a member of the Board of Examiners and is eligible to receive a daily meeting fee 
of $500. 

37. Mr Cribb, Mr Randell, Mr Smyth, Mr Evetts, Mr Baker, Mr Hill, Ms Foot, Mr Stone, Ms Ah Wong 
and Mr Denman do not hold positions on any other government bodies. 

38. On receipt of the Premier's approval, letters to QRC and ETU and appointment letters to the new 
members will be prepared for you to sign. 
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CTS: 34222/18 
eDOCS: 

ATTACHMENT: 
39. Attachment: 	Letter to the Premier including attachments 1 and 2 to the letter 
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