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Adani Mining Pty Ltd  
Level 25  Tel +61 7 3223 4800 
10 Eagle Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 www.adaniaustralia.com 
GPO Box 2569, Brisbane   QLD  4001   
Australia    
 
ABN: 27 145 455 205 

9 April 2019 Private & Confidential 
 
 
Mr Jamie Merrick 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Government 
400 George Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000 
 
By email: jamie.merrick@des.qld.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Jamie 
 
Adani Mining Pty Ltd – Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Management Plan 
 
We refer to your correspondence of 5 April 2019 in relation to the Groundwater 
Dependent Ecosystems Management Plan (GDEMP) and also the opportunity for us 
to meet on 8 April 2019. 
 
As you are aware, we have been working with both the Federal and State Departments 
in relation to the finalisation of this plan for more than two years.  Unfortunately, 
despite repeated requests from Adani, the Queensland Government has been 
unwilling to provide commitments in relation to timing and process to finalise 
outstanding management plans.  This lack of clarity has been evident throughout the 
Department’s approach to finalising the Black -Throated Finch Management Plan 
(BTFMP), which is still dragging on and which has been the subject of last minute 
interventions, such as the highly questionable review led by Professor Wintle about 
which we have raised serious concerns.  
 
In relation to the CSIRO and GeoScience Australia report, as we understand it, this 
was work commissioned for use by both the Federal and State Department; 
accordingly we find it inexplicable that the Queensland Government is now stating 
that it does not have access to the report.  We would have thought it reasonable that 
the Queensland Government would have had sufficient foresight and planning to 
ensure the timely delivery of the report in order to enable the finalisation of the plan.  
Accordingly, for this to now be offered up as an excuse for continued delay is not 
reasonable from our perspective.     
 
Absent the Queensland Government detailing a defined process and timing to finalise 
the GDEMP, the requirements are unclear and it seems the goal posts continue to 
shift in the same way we have experienced with finalisation of the BTFMP.  More 
specifically, the approach undertaken by the State in assessing the BTFMP has been 
reflective of the State’s apparent desire to create two versions of the same plan.  
Accordingly, we assumed a similar approach was intended for the GDEMP.  
Nonetheless, the GDEMP was submitted to the Department on 9 April 2019. 
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We remain committed to working collaboratively to finalise these plans so that we can 
get on with the task of delivering thousands of jobs for Queenslanders. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Lucas Dow 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Adani Mining Pty Ltd  
Level 25  Tel +61 7 3223 4800 
10 Eagle Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 www.adaniaustralia.com 
GPO Box 2569, Brisbane   QLD  4001   
Australia    
 
ABN: 27 145 455 205

3 May 2019 Private & Confidential 
 
 
Mr Jamie Merrick 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Government 
400 George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 
 
By email: jamie.merrick@des.qld.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Mr Merrick 
 
Adani Mining Pty Ltd - BTFMP 

We refer to previous correspondence in relation to the Black-throated Finch 
Management Plan (BTFMP) and in particular to your Department’s letter of 2 May 
2019.  
 
The letter states (emphasis added): 
"The department is of the view that it cannot approve the BTFMP in its current form 
because the document does not meet the requirements of conditions I6, I8 and I9 of 
the Carmichael Coal Mine environmental authority EMPL01470513 for the reasons 
identified in Attachment A to this letter." 
 
It appears that the letter and its attachment together form the Department's decision 
in relation to approval of the BTFMP.  
 
Can you please urgently confirm whether your letter constitutes the Department's 
approval decision and, if so, whether you intend to provide further reasons for that 
decision (Question 1)? 
 
Your letter goes on to say that Adani may submit a new or revised BTFMP at any time. 
To facilitate this, we would like confirmation that the matters addressed in 
Attachment A to your letter represent the final and complete list of issues that the 
Department wishes to see address with respect to the BTFMP as submitted (Question 
2).   
 
We ask that you provide a clear commitment from the Department with respect to the 
timing of any future steps required to obtain approval.  While we appreciate some 
flexibility in any process, clearly an endless cycle of review and comment is untenable. 
Further, in order to properly consider and respond to the matters set out in 
Attachment A, we would require a more comprehensive understanding of the 
Department's position, including the rationale for the approach you have taken.  
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In relation to Attachment A, we would like to understand (Question 3): 
(a) What is the scientific basis and evidence on which the Department relies to 

support each one of the recommendations?  
(b) To the extent any recommendations are based on scientific views, identify the 

experts on whom you rely and the facts that demonstrate their qualification to 
provide a view on these matters, including their qualifications. 

(c) Given the long history of engagement on the BTFMP and our comprehensive 
correspondence to you nearly seven weeks ago, why were these matters not raised 
in previous iterations of the draft BTFMP?  What has influenced the Department's 
change in approach?  

(d) Explain how the consideration that you state was given to the Final Report of Prof. 
Wintle and his group was applied with respect to each of the issues and 
recommendations. 

(e) How do each of the recommendations relate to requirements of the EA? 
(f) What consideration was given to the detailed submissions provided by Adani on 15 

March 2019 and further on 2 April 2019?  How was this material weighed? 
(g) What authority is the DES relying upon, particularly what is the relevant legislative 

power and relevant section or sections (i.e. the specific enactment/s or 
regulation/s), to request the changes contained in your most recent letter?  
 

We ask for your response to our questions 1 and 2 by close of business Tuesday, 7 May 
2019.  
 
We ask for your response to question 3 by close of business Wednesday, 8 May 2019.  
 
This will assist us to prepare for the meeting with your Department scheduled for 
Friday, 10 May 2019. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Lucas Dow 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Adani Mining Pty Ltd  
Level 25  Tel +61 7 3223 4800 
10 Eagle Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 www.adaniaustralia.com 
GPO Box 2569, Brisbane   QLD  4001   
Australia    
 
ABN: 27 145 455 205

3 May 2019 Private & Confidential 
 
 
Mr Jamie Merrick 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Government 
400 George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 
 
By email: jamie.merrick@des.qld.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Mr Merrick 
 
Adani Mining Pty Ltd - BTFMP 

We refer to previous correspondence in relation to the Black-throated Finch 
Management Plan (BTFMP) and in particular to your Department’s letter of 2 May 
2019.  
 
The letter states (emphasis added): 
"The department is of the view that it cannot approve the BTFMP in its current form 
because the document does not meet the requirements of conditions I6, I8 and I9 of 
the Carmichael Coal Mine environmental authority EMPL01470513 for the reasons 
identified in Attachment A to this letter." 
 
It appears that the letter and its attachment together form the Department's decision 
in relation to approval of the BTFMP.  
 
Can you please urgently confirm whether your letter constitutes the Department's 
approval decision and, if so, whether you intend to provide further reasons for that 
decision (Question 1)? 
 
Your letter goes on to say that Adani may submit a new or revised BTFMP at any time. 
To facilitate this, we would like confirmation that the matters addressed in 
Attachment A to your letter represent the final and complete list of issues that the 
Department wishes to see address with respect to the BTFMP as submitted (Question 
2).   
 
We ask that you provide a clear commitment from the Department with respect to the 
timing of any future steps required to obtain approval.  While we appreciate some 
flexibility in any process, clearly an endless cycle of review and comment is untenable. 
Further, in order to properly consider and respond to the matters set out in 
Attachment A, we would require a more comprehensive understanding of the 
Department's position, including the rationale for the approach you have taken.  
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In relation to Attachment A, we would like to understand (Question 3): 
(a) What is the scientific basis and evidence on which the Department relies to 

support each one of the recommendations?  
(b) To the extent any recommendations are based on scientific views, identify the 

experts on whom you rely and the facts that demonstrate their qualification to 
provide a view on these matters, including their qualifications. 

(c) Given the long history of engagement on the BTFMP and our comprehensive 
correspondence to you nearly seven weeks ago, why were these matters not raised 
in previous iterations of the draft BTFMP?  What has influenced the Department's 
change in approach?  

(d) Explain how the consideration that you state was given to the Final Report of Prof. 
Wintle and his group was applied with respect to each of the issues and 
recommendations. 

(e) How do each of the recommendations relate to requirements of the EA? 
(f) What consideration was given to the detailed submissions provided by Adani on 15 

March 2019 and further on 2 April 2019?  How was this material weighed? 
(g) What authority is the DES relying upon, particularly what is the relevant legislative 

power and relevant section or sections (i.e. the specific enactment/s or 
regulation/s), to request the changes contained in your most recent letter?  
 

We ask for your response to our questions 1 and 2 by close of business Tuesday, 7 May 
2019.  
 
We ask for your response to question 3 by close of business Wednesday, 8 May 2019.  
 
This will assist us to prepare for the meeting with your Department scheduled for 
Friday, 10 May 2019. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Lucas Dow 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Adani Mining Pty Ltd  
Level 25  Tel +61 7 3223 4800 
10 Eagle Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 Fax +61 7 3223 4850 
GPO Box 2569, Brisbane  QLD  4001 www.adaniaustralia.com  
Australia    
 
ABN: 27 145 455 205

26 April 2019 Private & Confidential 
 
 
Mr Jamie Merrick 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Government 
400 George Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000 
 
By email:  jamie.merrick@des.qld.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Jamie 
 
I write to seek an urgent meeting with you in regard to Adani’s pending environmental 
management plans.  We had previously requested a meeting with your officials, the request and 
timing of that meeting was predicated on what we believed was a reasonable timeframe for DES 
to have substantively concluded their respective reviews of the Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystems Management Plan (GDEMP) and also the Black Throated Finch Management Plan 
(BTFMP).    
 
Based on correspondence provided by Melissa Wells dated 24 April 2019, it now appears that 
nothing substantive has been progressed in relation to finalising the GDEMP.  By way of 
comparison, the Federal Department of Environment and Energy provided feedback to Adani 
within three business days of having received the CSRIO and Geoscience Australia report.  DES 
has now had ten business days and we are yet to receive any information from DES in this regard.  
 
Furthermore, we continue to wait on advice from DES in relation to the BTFMP, which the 
Department had committed to provide on 12 April 2019.    
 
We also note that DES continues to refuse to provide any indication as to timing with respect to 
the finalisation of these management plans.  We do not consider this to be reasonable given that 
DES has had more than 18 months of engagement and involvement with these plans, so the 
subject matter is certainly not new.  We are simply seeking a fair and transparent process inclusive 
of timing – the fact that DES is unable to provide an indication of timing is deeply troubling.   
 
Please advise as to your availability to meet as soon as possible as we remain deeply concerned 
as to the manner in which the finalisation of our management plans is being approached. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Lucas Dow 
Chief Executive Officer Mining 
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Adani Mining Pty Ltd  
Level 25  Tel +61 7 3223 4800 
10 Eagle Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 www.adaniaustralia.com 
GPO Box 2569, Brisbane   QLD  4001   
Australia    
 
ABN: 27 145 455 205 

9 April 2019 Private & Confidential 
 
 
Mr Jamie Merrick 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Government 
400 George Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000 
 
By email: jamie.merrick@des.qld.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Jamie 
 
Adani Mining Pty Ltd – Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Management Plan 
 
We refer to your correspondence of 5 April 2019 in relation to the Groundwater 
Dependent Ecosystems Management Plan (GDEMP) and also the opportunity for us 
to meet on 8 April 2019. 
 
As you are aware, we have been working with both the Federal and State Departments 
in relation to the finalisation of this plan for more than two years.  Unfortunately, 
despite repeated requests from Adani, the Queensland Government has been 
unwilling to provide commitments in relation to timing and process to finalise 
outstanding management plans.  This lack of clarity has been evident throughout the 
Department’s approach to finalising the Black -Throated Finch Management Plan 
(BTFMP), which is still dragging on and which has been the subject of last minute 
interventions, such as the highly questionable review led by Professor Wintle about 
which we have raised serious concerns.  
 
In relation to the CSIRO and GeoScience Australia report, as we understand it, this 
was work commissioned for use by both the Federal and State Department; 
accordingly we find it inexplicable that the Queensland Government is now stating 
that it does not have access to the report.  We would have thought it reasonable that 
the Queensland Government would have had sufficient foresight and planning to 
ensure the timely delivery of the report in order to enable the finalisation of the plan.  
Accordingly, for this to now be offered up as an excuse for continued delay is not 
reasonable from our perspective.     
 
Absent the Queensland Government detailing a defined process and timing to finalise 
the GDEMP, the requirements are unclear and it seems the goal posts continue to 
shift in the same way we have experienced with finalisation of the BTFMP.  More 
specifically, the approach undertaken by the State in assessing the BTFMP has been 
reflective of the State’s apparent desire to create two versions of the same plan.  
Accordingly, we assumed a similar approach was intended for the GDEMP.  
Nonetheless, the GDEMP was submitted to the Department on 9 April 2019. 
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We remain committed to working collaboratively to finalise these plans so that we can 
get on with the task of delivering thousands of jobs for Queenslanders. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Lucas Dow 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Adani Mining Pty Ltd  
Level 25  Tel +61 7 3223 4800 
10 Eagle Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 www.adaniaustralia.com 
GPO Box 2569, Brisbane   QLD  4001   
Australia    
 
ABN: 27 145 455 205

3 May 2019 Private & Confidential 
 
 
Mr Jamie Merrick 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Science 
Queensland Government 
400 George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 
 
By email: jamie.merrick@des.qld.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Mr Merrick 
 
Adani Mining Pty Ltd - BTFMP 

We refer to previous correspondence in relation to the Black-throated Finch 
Management Plan (BTFMP) and in particular to your Department’s letter of 2 May 
2019.  
 
The letter states (emphasis added): 
"The department is of the view that it cannot approve the BTFMP in its current form 
because the document does not meet the requirements of conditions I6, I8 and I9 of 
the Carmichael Coal Mine environmental authority EMPL01470513 for the reasons 
identified in Attachment A to this letter." 
 
It appears that the letter and its attachment together form the Department's decision 
in relation to approval of the BTFMP.  
 
Can you please urgently confirm whether your letter constitutes the Department's 
approval decision and, if so, whether you intend to provide further reasons for that 
decision (Question 1)? 
 
Your letter goes on to say that Adani may submit a new or revised BTFMP at any time. 
To facilitate this, we would like confirmation that the matters addressed in 
Attachment A to your letter represent the final and complete list of issues that the 
Department wishes to see address with respect to the BTFMP as submitted (Question 
2).   
 
We ask that you provide a clear commitment from the Department with respect to the 
timing of any future steps required to obtain approval.  While we appreciate some 
flexibility in any process, clearly an endless cycle of review and comment is untenable. 
Further, in order to properly consider and respond to the matters set out in 
Attachment A, we would require a more comprehensive understanding of the 
Department's position, including the rationale for the approach you have taken.  
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In relation to Attachment A, we would like to understand (Question 3): 
(a) What is the scientific basis and evidence on which the Department relies to 

support each one of the recommendations?  
(b) To the extent any recommendations are based on scientific views, identify the 

experts on whom you rely and the facts that demonstrate their qualification to 
provide a view on these matters, including their qualifications. 

(c) Given the long history of engagement on the BTFMP and our comprehensive 
correspondence to you nearly seven weeks ago, why were these matters not raised 
in previous iterations of the draft BTFMP?  What has influenced the Department's 
change in approach?  

(d) Explain how the consideration that you state was given to the Final Report of Prof. 
Wintle and his group was applied with respect to each of the issues and 
recommendations. 

(e) How do each of the recommendations relate to requirements of the EA? 
(f) What consideration was given to the detailed submissions provided by Adani on 15 

March 2019 and further on 2 April 2019?  How was this material weighed? 
(g) What authority is the DES relying upon, particularly what is the relevant legislative 

power and relevant section or sections (i.e. the specific enactment/s or 
regulation/s), to request the changes contained in your most recent letter?  
 

We ask for your response to our questions 1 and 2 by close of business Tuesday, 7 May 
2019.  
 
We ask for your response to question 3 by close of business Wednesday, 8 May 2019.  
 
This will assist us to prepare for the meeting with your Department scheduled for 
Friday, 10 May 2019. 

Yours sincerely 

Lucas Dow 
Chief Executive Officer  
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