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PLEASE QUOTE Cassowary
L Coast
YOUR REFERENCE: REGIONAL
COUNEIL
OUR REFERENCE: JD:YM YM201806111645
ENQUIRIES TO: John Dearlove, Coordinator Environmental Services

12 June 2018

Department of Environment and Science
Northern Region — Cairns

PO Box 7230

CAIRNS QLD 4870

Attention: Mr Mark Cavicchiolo

Compliance Delivery Manager, North Queensland Compliance, Environmental Services
and Regulation, Department of Environment and Science

Dear Sir

Compliance Inspection — Waste Disposal — Goondi Bend Landfill - 21 March 2018

Thank you for your letter dated 22 May 2018 and assistance provided to Council staff
during and following the compliance inspection.

s.73

In response to items contained within Table 1 alleged non compliances and Table 2
areas of concern the following advices are provided for your consideration.

Table 2 — Areas of Concern
Issuel.
Notice of notifiable activity:

Chapter 7 Part 1 Division 2, Section 320 Environmental Protection Act
Council is required to give written notice for the notifiable activity of landfilling at the
site.

Description — Lot 28 on CP845192 is not currently listed on the Environmental
Management Register (EMR) for the notifiable activity of landfilling.

Response — Council was unaware that written notification regarding activities which had
occurred for considerable time at the site had not been appropriately made to the
Department. Please receive attached completed notification and supporting information
in electronic format reference Items 2.1 and 2.2.

CASSOWARY COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL

Address all correspondence to the Chief Executive Officer.
PO Box 887, Innisfail Q 4860 T: 1300763 903 F:07 4061 4258 E: enquiries@cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au W: www.cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au
(FFLIE LOCATIONS: Innisfail: 70 Rankin Street  Tully: Civic Centre, 38-44 Bryant Street




RTI 19-185

Release

Issue 2.
Environmental Authority Amendment and Post Closure Care:

Section 319 Environmental Protection Act — Administrative matters with the
Environmental authority.

Description - A review of Department of Environment and Science historical files could
not locate any records of final closure and or licence surrender for the closed landfills of
Goondi Bend["®
Response - Staff are searching Councils system for historical records across Health,
Planning, Environment and Engineering departments in order to commence collation
and submission of required data. It is envisaged this will take several weeks due to the
complexity with records and database searching, staff changes, engaged consultants
works and the extended time periods from the mid 1990’s for operation, closure and

capping.

What appears evident is that when staff applied for integration of existing licenced
activities within Permit EPPR01428213 consideration may not have been given for
Goondi BendP "> landfills due to the understanding these had both been
previously closed in 1999 and advices provided to the Department. As you are aware
both these sites remained closed for landfill operations from 1999 until it was necessary
to reutilise sites during response works to Cyclone Larry during 2006/2007.

Goondi Bend Landfill Closure

It is evident that LDI Constructions undertook landfill closure works under Contract
T2009-003 during 2009/10 with completion in February 2010. Tender specifications are
attached as item 2.3. These works were guided by Golders Goondi Bend Landfill Closure
Design documentation of 2008 attached as item 2.4. Details of the Closure works claim
summary from LDI are also attached as Item 2.5 for your information. Investigation with
Councils engineering department staff who project managed the works is being pursued
to obtain further information.

s.73

Further to identifying and finalising required post closure care, maintenance and
monitoring for these sites, staff have implemented works to ensure Counciis general
environmental duty obligations are effectively occurring.

Table 1. Alleged non-compliances
Issue 1.
Proper landfill cap not installed:

Condition - A1G2 and A1G8 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is
required to ensure all waste disposal areas at the site have been capped to specification.

Description - The Department has no evidence of installation of the final landfill cap.
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Response - LDI Constructions undertook landfill closure works under Contract T2009-
003 during 2009/10 with completion in February 2010. These works were guided by
Golders Goondi Bend Landfill Closure Design documentation of 2008. Details of the
Closure works claim summary from LDl and Golders design criteria are forwarded
electronically for your information.

IssueZ.
Post closure care of the landfill

Condition A1G9 — Council is required to ensure post closure care of the landfill for a
period of 30 years and that no release of waste materials, leachate, landfill gas or other
contaminants to the environment is likely.

Description - Post closure care of the site has not been occurring over recent years in
accordance with the post closure care plan.

Response - An assessment of various Council records is being undertaken to provide the
department with evidence of inspections, environmenta! monitoring and remedial
works undertaken since 2010. Due to the complexity involved with retrieval of
information from Councils databases across several departments over significant time it
is envisaged that obtaining details will be finalised by 29 June 2018.

Further to identifying and finalising required post closure care, maintenance and
monitoring works for the site, staff have implemented works to ensure Councils general
environmental duty obligations are effectively occurring.

Details of environmental monitoring are included within response details for issue 7
Ground water monitoring and issue 8 surface water monitoring.

Issue 3.
Site management plan

Condition - A1G10 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
submit a site management plan (SMP) to the administering authority.

Description - No Site Management Plan has been developed and provided to the
administering authority.

Response - Due to the existence of monitoring conditions for a closed landfill in the Site
Based Management Plan (SBMP) for Goondi Bend attached as Item 1.1 within Councils
IEMS it is understood that staff were following its contents as opposed to applying new
licence conditions as per IPDE00543607A11. Staff consider that this SBMP would have
been provided in the late 1990’s to the Department within the IEMS that was developed
at that time.

In early 2018 Council engaged Aecom Pty Ltd to review and update ali site based
management plans for waste facilities. A draft Aftercare Management Plan {AMP)
attached as item 1.2 has since been received for the Goondi bend Landfill and is under
review by staff to ensure all known aspects of the old SBMP, post closure care,
maintenance and monitoring have been included prior to finalisation.
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included within the AMP are provisional cost estimates which have been used to
allocate funding provisions for inclusion to Councils broader Legacy Landfills Aftercare
Management Plan, This also includes six former landfill sites. It is expected the draft
AMP for Goondi Bend Landfill will be finalised by 29 June 2018. In the interim a draft
copy is attached for your information.

Issue 4.
Landfill gas monitoring

Condition - A1A3 Section 430 Fnvironmental Protection Act — Council is required to
undertake {andfill gas monitoring every three months.

Description - No gas monitoring records have been provided to the administering
authority.

Response - Records for gas monitoring have been obtained from Council archives which
indicate that sampling at four (4) sites attached as Item 1.3 was undertaken between
2003 and 2006 for the parameters of methane, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide,
hydrogen sulphide and oxygen. Nil to minor detections only were noted. Details are
provided in electronic format via excel spreadsheet for your records.

Further gas testing records have also been found for testing undertaken during 2010 to
2013 for between seven (7) and ten (10) sites for the parameters of methane and
carbon dioxide. Nil detections were generally noted at all sites with the exception of
minor readings {0.1) for carbon dioxide at sites 1 and 2 in May 2012 and February 2013.
Field reports and photographs are provided in electronic format separate to this letter.

Staff have included the requirement for gas monitoring within Councils sampling
specifications document which is currently being finalised. Once complete quotations
for undertaking Councils overall suite of sampling works will be advertised. Itis
expected the resumption of gas sampling will commence in early July 2018 however
based upon historical findings of nil detections it is requested that subject to future
results this requirement for sampling be reviewed.

Issue 5.

. Discharge point surface water monitoring

Condition - A1W4(b) Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
undertake monthly monitoring of discharged waters for the prescribed parameters at
the authorised release point.

Description - Department records indicate some records have been provided with the
last monitoring undertaken on 30 July 2012,

Response -Preliminary review of Council and SGS databases indicates that sampling at
the authorised discharge point G4 and sites G1, G2, G3 item 1.4 have been undertaken
from 2012 until 28 October 2014, For site G4 this includes four {4) samples in 2013, nine
{9) in 2014 and a suite of samples also arranged in April 2018. This and Council records
are being investigated to ascertain if any database or filed field data sheets of sampling
undertaken from 2014 is available.
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Review of available results within Item 1.5 and 1.7 indicates genera! below threshoid
limits for quality characteristics at the site and that there does not appear to be any
adverse changes with water quality and determination of contaminants releasing.
However increases to levels in the Herbicides and Pesticides parameters have been
detected in the latest sample results.

It has also been identified that some parameters were not being tested, whilst others
not required were being tested along with inadequate frequency of sampling.

Staff are implementing a program to ensure the full suite of sampling is undertaken for
this and other sites at the required frequency across ali parameters. This is scheduled to
commence from July 2018, A copy of the specifications for required sampling,
parameters, frequency, locations and sites is attached for your records and review ltem
1.8. Your compliance advices and review of departmental requirements with the
applicability to proposed details of the sampling program would be appreciated to
enable effective implementation.

Issue 6.
Contaminant release to surface waters

Condition - A1W8 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is not permitted
to release contaminants other than settled /treated stormwater runoff waters from the
site to surface waters.

Description - DES sample obtained from site G3 indicated that waters being released
contained contaminant concentrations for several parameters.

Response — Site G3 and G4 have results available for comparison. G4 is the sites
authorised discharge point testing location. From available results sites G1, G2, G3 and
G4 have not shown any exceedances with the exception of recent sampling at G4 in
2018 whereby some elevated levels have been detected for Herbicide and Pesticides
parameters.

Staff intend to conduct sampling at each of these sites to determine more recent levels
in order to establish threshold parameters and for further consideration toward future
frequencies and parameters for of sampling.

Issue 7.
Groundwater monitoring program

Condition - A1W10 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
undertake groundwater monitoring at the sites listed and for the parameters specified
at least every three months with assessment and submission of results to be provided to
the Department.

Description - No recent notifications regarding groundwater results have been received
by the Department.

Response - Preliminary review of Council and SGS databases ftems 1.5 and 1.6 indicates
that sampling has been undertaken at sites GB, GD, GE, GF in January 2014 for ten (10)
of the required parameters, Sites GB and GC in September 2014 for eight (8}
parameters, sites GD and GE in September 2014 for seven (7) parameters, site GF in
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September 2014 for eight (8) parameters. Sites GB, GC and GG were also sampled for
eight {(8) parameters in April 2018.

Review of available results (attached electronically) indicates general below threshold
limits for quality characteristics at the sites and that there does not appear to be any

adverse changes with water quality and determination of contaminants releasing.

Staff consider that further sampling has been undertaken with continued investigation
of records and databases being required to confirm available details. Preliminary details
in electronic excel spreadsheet format can only be provided presently as further system
and database investigation occurs to source and extract details.

Issue 8.
Surface water monitoring

Condition - AIW11, A1W12, A1W13 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act - Council
is required to undertake surface water monitoring at the sites listed and for the
parameters specified at least every three months with assessment and submission of
results to be provided to the Department.

Description - Department records indicate some records have been provided with the
last monitoring undertaken on 30 July 2012.

Response - Preliminary review of Council and SGS databases indicates that sampling has
been undertaken at sites G1, G2, G3 and G4 up until 28 October 2014 Items 1.4 and 1.6
A further sample was obtained in April 2018. Available details are provided in electronic
format for your records.

Review of available results (attached electronically) indicates general below threshold
limits for quality characteristics at the sites and that there does not appear to be any
adverse changes with water quality and determination of contaminants releasing. The
exception being at site G4 whereby increases to levels in the Herbicides and Pesticides
parameters have been detected in the latest sample resuilts.

Issue 9.
Continued water monitoring and annual report submission

Condition - A1W14 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
continue water monitoring for thirty years post closure of the site, collate results and
submit an annual report to the administering authority.

Description - No annual monitoring reports have been received by the Department in
the last eight years.

Response - Staff have continued searching Councils system for any previous annual
reports for comparative purposes in order to commence collation, review and
submission of required data. Registration to access the sampling database contained by
SGS in Cairns has been made to access Councils environmental samples from 2013.
Given the complexities of data retrieval and interpretation staff are working with an
Information Technology specialist to source, format and correlate the information.
Presently the overall span of data available extends from 1999 to 2018 however it is
spread across several systems.
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The eventual correlation into spreadsheets of site and sample specific locations, by date
and matching data with parameters enables easier review of this extensive information
hetween stakeholders.

All presently known data for the Goondi Bend site is being provided electronically with
this letter due to size and complexity, complete with graphs and reporting options. Data
for all sites also accompanies this. An update to the data will be provided once
databases have been fully reviewed and all details extracted as there is a few anomalies
to be worked through with data migration.

A live database is also being developed to enable more timely reporting of data,
evaluation, review and comment between Council, consultants and Department of
Environment and Science staff.

Council is committed to ensuring all environmental obligations and public health risks
are fully addressed at all facilities and that any potential risks to groundwater are
identified and managed. My staff look forward to working with your department to
identify any further issues, rectifying all noncompliance issues, areas of concern, data
review and technology investigation. Councils Environmental Services Coordinator John
Dearlove is the contact for any waste queries and will keep your department informed
with updates to progress.

My appreciation is extended for bringing these matters to Councils attention and for the
time and assistance afforded by your officers.

Voaure faithfuliv
sch4p4( 6) Personal information

sch4p4( 6) Pe

/1 HAMIMIOND
ANAGER REGULATORY SERVICES

Electronic attachments supporting this letter:

e |tem 2.1 Notifiable Activity Form

e ltem 2.2 Goondi site map

e |tem 1.5 Data graphs June 2018

ltem 1.4 Goondi environmental monitoring sample sites

Item 1.2 Goondi aftercare management plan

ltem 1.1 Goondi SBMP 2002

ltem 2.5 LDI claim summary Goondi closure works

ltem 2.4 Goondi closure plan - Golders

ltem 2.3 Goondi closure technical specifications tender T2009-003
Item 1.8 Environmental water quality monitoring specifications
item 1.3 Goondi gas sampling results

s Item 1.6 Historic Ground water sample results

e item 1.7 Historic Surface water sample results

* & & & »
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From: Hammond, Gavin

To: Dearlove, John

Subject: FW: Written notice of a notifiable activity
Date: Tuesday, 12 June 2018 2:13:39 PM
Attachments: Item 2.1 EMR Notifiable activity.pdf

Item 2.2 Goondi map.pdf

Regards,
Gavin Hammond | Manager Regulatory Services | Cassowary Coast Regional Council
PO Box 887, Innisfail Qld 4860 | T 07 4043 8839 (Innisfail) 07 4043 9139 (Tully) |SCh4P4( 6) PE‘fSOHaI

E | gavin.hammond@ccrc.qgld.gov.au \W | cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au

From: Hammond, Gavin

Sent: Tuesday, 12 June 2018 2:13 PM

To: 'emr.clr.registry@ehp.qld.gov.au'
Subject: Written notice of a notifiable activity
Can you please manage this request.

Regards,
Gavin Hammond | Manager Regulatory Services | Cassowary Coast Regional Council

PO Box 887, Innisfail Qld 4860 | T 07 4043 8839 (Innisfail) 07 4043 9139 (Tully) |

sch4p
E | gavin.hammond@ccrc.qgld.gov.au \W | cassowarycoast.qgld.gov.au
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Notice

Environmental Protection Act 1994
Notifiable Activity

This is the template is for use by land owners, occupiers, auditors or local government authorities when
giving written notice to the administering authority that a notifiable activity has been, or is being, carried
out on fand under section s.320A of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 (the EP Act).

Please complete all fields below. You can use this template to provide notification of multiple fand
parcels and/or multiple instances of a notifiable activity. Where this is the case, please clearly identify
which land parce! or notifiable activity the information relates to.

GUIDE 1. Details of person(s) giving notice

Please ensure that afl information is
current and correct,

In some circumstances the duty to
notify about a notifiable activity may
arise for a number of different
people.

In such circumstances a number of
persons may comply with their
individual duty to notify by jointly
providing this notice. :

Lot and plan details can be
obtained from the land title
certificate, rates notice or your local
government {local council).

if you do not know the lot and plan,
please provide sufficient
information about the fand to
enable it to be identified.

[ 11 am the owner of the land
L] I am the occupier of the land {e.g. tenant)

| am a representative of the local government authority for
the land
[} I am an auditor performing an auditor's function for the land

[ A joint notification is being provided by more than 1 person, the
details of each person are attached.

FULL NAME TITLE

Gavin James Hammeond Mr

COMPANY/ORGANISATION/LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

POSTAL ADDRESS POSTCODE
PO Box 887 Innisfail QLD 4860
PHONE FAX

07 40438839 07 40614258

EMAIL

gavin.hammond@ccre.qgid.gov.au

2. Details of land subject to the notification

STREET ADDRESS
Leichardt Street Innisfail QLD

Page 1 of 4 « ESR/2015/1845 « Version 4.01 « Effective: 12 NOV 2015

ABN 46 640 294 485





Notice

Notifiable Activity

This should be a map, aerial
photograph or GPS coordinates
(e.g. MGA-Easting/Northing or
GDA-Latitude/Longitude) which
illustrate the actual location of the
notifiable activity and any potential
contamination on the property.

Notifiable activities are listed in
Schedule 3 of the EP Act.

Example

14 Engine reconditioning works—
carrying out engine reconditioning
work at a place where more than
500 litre (L) of any of the following
are stored:

(a) halogenated and non-
halogenated hydrocarbon solvents

(b) dangerous goods in class 6.1
under the dangerous goods code

(c) industrial degreasing solutions.

Where relevant state the
subtype(s), the actual volume being
stored/used/manufactured/disposed
etc and other specifics about the
activity

More information about notifiable
activities can be found on the
Queensland Government website
www.qald.gov.au

LOCAL/PROPERTY NAME (IF APPLICABLE)
Goondi Bend landfill

LOT ON PLAN
Lot 28 on CP 845192

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

3. Map, locality plan or GPS coordinates
Provide a map, locality plan or GPS coordinates of the location of the
notifiable activity
Map attached
Locality plan attached
[[] GPS coordinates provided below

4. Details of notifiable activity

If providing notification of multiple notifiable activities, provide
answers to each of the questions below for each notifiable activity.
Additional information can be included as attachments.

[] The details of multiple notifiable activities are attached.

State the number and subtype of the activity as listed in Schedule 3 of the
Environmental Protection Act 1994

Waste Disposal Facility

When did the notifiable activity commence?
Month:
Year:1975 approx

Is the notifiable activity still being carried out?
[]Yes
X No

If no, when did the notifiable activity cease?
Month:March
Year:2007

Specific details of the notifiable activity (i.e. threshold amounts,
type(s) of chemicals of dangerous goods being stored on the site)

75,000 tonnes or more but <100,000 tonnes annually
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Notice

Notifiable Activity

Actual volume(s) (where applicable)

5. Evidence and supporting information

Examples of the types of evidence that could be provided include
. (but are not limited to).

« If any investigation of the nature and extent of contamination
has been undertaken on the site, provide details of the
method used, sampling results and any recommendations
about the future management of the contamination. If a
written report about the contamination is available, please
provide a copy of the repert and maps where available.

s Any licences or approvals issued relevant to the activity
being notified, for example licence or approvals under the
EP Act or the Flamimable and Combustible Liquids
Regulation 1994,

« LEvidence of relevant natifiable activities that are being or
have been carried out on the land, e.g. business
documentation outlining the activities being undertaken on
the site or photographs of industrial activities.

+ The resuits of any compliance monitoring done in relation to
notifiable activities or possible contamination of the site.

PROVIDE DETAILS OF EVIDENCE AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION
INCLUDING TITLES OF ANY ATTACHMENTS

Cerificate of Registration ENRE 00629207

If you are not the landowner, 6. Details of land owner
provide the details of the owner of
the property (if known). FULL NAME TITLE

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

POSTAL ADDRESS POSTCODE
PO Box 887 innisfail QLD 4860
PHONE FAX

07 40302222 07 40614258

EMAIL

enquiries@cassowarycoast.gid.gov.au
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Notice

Notifiable Activity

If a joint notification is being 7. Declaration
provided by more than one person
a signed declaration by each | declare that:

erson must be attached. . : ; v : ;
2 e  The information | have provided within this form is true and

correct to the best of my knowledge.

e lunderstand that all information within or attached to this
written notice may be disclosed publicly in accordance with
the Right to Information Act 2009 and the Evidence Act 1977.

e | understand that it is an offence under section 480 of the
Environmental Protection Act 1994 to give the administering
authority a document containing information that | know is
false, misleading or incomplete in a material particular.

NAME

Gavins jmnf7 HprnmonO

SIGNATURE

—
S/ L
L7

Please submit this notice using one of the following methods:

Email: emr.clr.registry@ehp.qld.gov.au

The email subject line should state ‘Written notice of a notifiable activity'.

The file size limit for submission via e-mail is 14MB. Any submission via email which exceeds 14
MB will need to be broken down into separate emails, with each email clearly Part X of X (e.g. Part
1 of 2), included in the subject line of the email.

Post to: Courier or hand delivery to:

Permit and Licence Management Permit and Licence Management
Department of Environment and Heritage Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection Protection

GPO Box 2454 Level 3, 400 George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4001 BRISBANE QLD 4001

Hours: 8.30am-5.00 pm business days

Privacy Statement

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is assessing information provided on this form as notified under
Section 320A of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to make a determination whether a site is to be listed on the
Environmental Management Register (EMR). This register is publically available. This information may be provided to other
parties, including the owner of land, the local government authority and other government departments, under Chapter 7, Part 8
of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 for the purposes of including land in a relevant land register. The information provided
on this form will not otherwise be used or disclosed unless required or authorised by law. For queries about privacy matters

email: privacy@ehp.qld.gov.au or telephone: (07) 3330 6270.
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From: Hammond, Gavin

To: TRELOAR Kirstie
Cc: Dearlove, John
Subject: RE: Post Compliance Inspection letter - Goondi Bend Landfill
Date: Tuesday, 12 June 2018 4:42:31 PM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.pngq
: .
118061216422400983.jpa

DES response letter June 2018.pdf
FW Written notice of a notifiable activity.msq

Kirstie
Further to your email of the 22" May.

| have attached a letter of response and a link to a large number of files that will provide evidence of our work.

https://cassowarycoast-

If | can assist any further with the queries you raised, please don’t hesitate to call.

Regards,

Gavin Hammond | Manager Regulatory Services | Cassowary Coast Regional Council
PO Box 887, Innisfail Qld 4860 | T 07 4043 8839 (Innisfail) 07 4043 9139 (Tully)|Sch4p4( 6) Personal

E | gavin.hammond@ccrc.gld.gov.au W | cassowarycoast.gld.gov.au

From: TRELOAR Kirstie [mailto:Kirstie.Treloar@des.qgld.gov.au]

Sent: Tuesday, 22 May 2018 12:07 PM

To: Hammond, Gavin <Gavin.Hammond@ccrc.qld.gov.au>; Dearlove, John <John.Dearlove@ccrc.qgld.gov.au>
Cc: QUICK Calvin <Calvin.Quick@des.qld.gov.au>

Subject: Post Compliance Inspection letter - Goondi Bend Landfill

Hi Gavin and John,

Please find attached departmental correspondence regarding the recent compliance inspection of Goondi Bend Landfill.
Attachment 3 has been sent by separate email to John Dearlove.

Kind regards,

Kirstie Treloar

Senior Environmental Officer (Compliance)

Minerals and North Region Compliance | Environmental Services & Regulation
Department of Environment and Science

P 0742225212
Level 3, 5B Sheridan Street , Cairns QLD 4870
PO Box 7230, Cairns , QLD 4870

EHP Cultural capability_web graphic APPD
2]

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by
your inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, unless
as a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this
message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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PLEASE QUOTE Cassowary

' Coast
YOUR REFERENCE: REGIONAL
COUNCIL
OUR REFERENCE: JD:YM YM201806111645
ENQUIRIES TO: John Dearlove, Coordinator Environmental Services

12 June 2018

Department of Environment and Science
Northern Region — Cairns

PO Box 7230

CAIRNS QLD 4870

Attention: Mr Mark Cavicchiolo
Compliance Delivery Manager, North Queensland Compliance, Environmental Services
and Regulation, Department of Environment and Science

Dear Sir
Compliance Inspection — Waste Disposal — Goondi Bend Landfill — 21 March 2018

Thank you for your letter dated 22 May 2018 and assistance provided to Council staff
during and following the compliance inspection.

As per recent response advices regarding the Tully waste facility staff have been tasked
with the immediate priority of addressing and rectifying all matters raised. Council has
indicated full support to operational and financial needs and are in the final stages of
considering allocating significant budget provisions for improved operations and capital
expenses in its 2018/19 budget.

In response to items contained within Table 1 alleged non compliances and Table 2
areas of concern the following advices are provided for your consideration.

Table 2 — Areas of Concern
Issuel.
Notice of notifiable activity:

Chapter 7 Part 1 Division 2, Section 320 Environmental Protection Act
Council is required to give written notice for the notifiable activity of landfilling at the
site.

Description — Lot 28 on CP845192 is not currently listed on the Environmental
Management Register (EMR) for the notifiable activity of landfilling.

Response — Council was unaware that written notification regarding activities which had
occurred for considerable time at the site had not been appropriately made to the
Department. Please receive attached completed notification and supporting information
in electronic format reference Items 2.1 and 2.2.

CASSOWARY COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL

Address all correspondence to the Chief Executive Officer.
PO Box 887, Innisfail Q 4860 T: 1300763 903 F:07 4061 4258 E: enquiries@cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au W: www.cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au
OFFICE LOCATIONS: Innisfail: 70 Rankin Street  Tully: Civic Centre, 38-40 Bryant Street






Issue 2.
Environmental Authority Amendment and Post Closure Care:

Section 319 Environmental Protection Act — Administrative matters with the
Environmental authority.

Description - A review of Department of Environment and Science historical files could
not Jocate any records of final closure and or ficence surrender for the closed landfills of
Goondi Bend and Bells Creek.

Response - Staff are searching Councils system for historical records across Health,
Planning, Environment and Engineering departments in order to commence collation
and submission of required data. It is envisaged this will take several weeks due to the
complexity with records and database searching, staff changes, engaged consultants
works and the extended time periods from the mid 1990’s for operation, closure and

capping.

What appears evident is that when staff applied for integration of existing licenced
activities within Permit EPPR01428213 consideration may not have been given for
Goondi Bend and Bells Creek landfills due to the understanding these had both been
previously closed in 1999 and advices provided to the Department. As you are aware
both these sites remained closed for landfill operations from 1999 until it was necessary
to reutilise sites during response works to Cyclone Larry during 2006/2007.

Goondi Bend Landfill Closure

It is evident that LDI Constructions undertook landfill closure works under Contract
T2009-003 during 2009/10 with completion in February 2010. Tender specifications are
attached as item 2.3. These works were guided by Golders Goondi Bend Landfill Closure
Design documentation of 2008 attached as item 2.4. Details of the Closure works claim
summary from LDI are also attached as Item 2.5 for your information. Investigation with
Councils engineering department staff who project managed the works is being pursued
to obtain further information.

Bells Creek Landfill Closure

In August 2010 Council received Design details, capping specifications and budget
estimates from Golders for the Bells Creek Landfill Closure project. Further information
regarding progress of the project is being sought from Councils archive records.

Further to identifying and finalising required post closure care, maintenance and
monitoring for these sites, staff have implemented works to ensure Counciis general
environmental duty obligations are effectively occurring.

Table 1. Alleged non-compliances
Issue 1.
Proper landfill cap not installed:

Condition - A1G2 and A1G8 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is
required to ensure all waste disposal areas at the site have been capped to specification.

Description - The Department has no evidence of installation of the final landfill cap.






Response - LDI Constructions undertook landfill closure works under Contract T2009-
003 during 2009/10 with completion in February 2010. These works were guided by
Golders Goondi Bend Landfill Closure Design documentation of 2008, Details of the
Closure works claim summary from LDl and Golders design criteria are forwarded
electronically for your information.

IssueZ.
Post closure care of the landfill

Condition A1G9 — Council is required to ensure post closure care of the landfill for a
period of 30 years and that no release of waste materials, leachate, landfill gas or other
contaminants to the environment is likely.

Description - Post closure care of the site has not been occurring over recent years in
accordance with the post closure care plan.

Response - An assessment of various Council records is being undertaken to provide the
department with evidence of inspections, environmenta! monitoring and remedial
works undertaken since 2010. Due to the complexity involved with retrieval of
information from Councils databases across several departments over significant time it
is envisaged that obtaining details will be finalised by 29 June 2018.

Further to identifying and finalising required post closure care, maintenance and
monitoring works for the site, staff have implemented works to ensure Councils general
environmental duty obligations are effectively occurring.

Details of environmental monitoring are included within response details for issue 7
Ground water monitoring and issue 8 surface water monitoring.

Issue 3.
Site management plan

Condition - A1G10 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
submit a site management plan (SMP) to the administering authority.

Description - No Site Management Plan has been developed and provided to the
administering authority.

Response - Due to the existence of monitoring conditions for a closed landfill in the Site
Based Management Plan (SBMP) for Goondi Bend attached as Item 1.1 within Councils
IEMS it is understood that staff were following its contents as opposed to applying new
licence conditions as per IPDE00543607A11. Staff consider that this SBMP would have
been provided in the late 1990’s to the Department within the IEMS that was developed
at that time.

In early 2018 Council engaged Aecom Pty Ltd to review and update ali site based
management plans for waste facilities. A draft Aftercare Management Plan {AMP)
attached as item 1.2 has since been received for the Goondi bend Landfill and is under
review by staff to ensure all known aspects of the old SBMP, post closure care,
maintenance and monitoring have been included prior to finalisation.






Included within the AMP are provisional cost estimates which have been used to
allocate funding provisions for inclusion to Councils broader Legacy Landfills Aftercare
Management Plan, This also includes six former landfill sites. It is expected the draft
AMP for Goondi Bend Landfill will be finalised by 29 June 2018, In the interim a draft
copy is attached for your information.

Issue 4.
Landfill gas monitoring

Condition - A1A3 Section 430 Fnvironmental Protection Act — Council is required to
undertake {andfill gas monitoring every three months.

Description - No gas monitoring records have been provided to the administering
authority.

Response - Records for gas monitoring have been obtained from Council archives which
indicate that sampling at four (4) sites attached as Item 1.3 was undertaken between
2003 and 2006 for the parameters of methane, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide,
hydrogen sulphide and oxygen. Nil to minor detections only were noted. Details are
provided in electronic format via excel spreadsheet for your records.

Further gas testing records have also been found for testing undertaken during 2010 to
2013 for between seven (7) and ten (10) sites for the parameters of methane and
carbon dioxide. Nil detections were generally noted at all sites with the exception of
minor readings {0.1) for carbon dioxide at sites 1 and 2 in May 2012 and February 2013.
Field reports and photographs are provided in electronic format separate to this letter.

Staff have included the requirement for gas monitoring within Councils sampling
specifications document which is currently being finalised. Once complete quotations
for undertaking Councils overall suite of sampling works will be advertised. Itis
expected the resumption of gas sampling will commence in early July 2018 however
based upon historical findings of nil detections it is requested that subject to future
results this requirement for sampling be reviewed.

Issue 5.
. Discharge point surface water monitoring

Condition - A1W4(b) Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
undertake monthly monitoring of discharged waters for the prescribed parameters at
the authorised release point.

Description - Department records indicate some records have been provided with the
last monitoring undertaken on 30 July 2012,

Response -Preliminary review of Council and SGS databases indicates that sampling at
the authorised discharge point G4 and sites G1, G2, G3 item 1.4 have been undertaken
from 2012 until 28 October 2014, For site G4 this includes four {4) samples in 2013, nine
{9) in 2014 and a suite of samples also arranged in April 2018. This and Council records
are being investigated to ascertain if any database or filed field data sheets of sampling
undertaken from 2014 is available.






Review of available results within item 1.5 and 1.7 indicates general below thresholid
limits for quality characteristics at the site and that there does not appear to be any
adverse changes with water quality and determination of contaminants releasing.
However increases to levels in the Herbicides and Pesticides parameters have been
detected in the latest sample results.

It has also been identified that some parameters were not being tested, whilst others
not required were being tested along with inadequate frequency of sampling.

Staff are implementing a program to ensure the full suite of sampling is undertaken for
this and other sites at the required frequency across ali parameters. This is scheduled to
commence from July 2018, A copy of the specifications for required sampling,
parameters, frequency, locations and sites is attached for your records and review ltem
1.8. Your compliance advices and review of departmental requirements with the
applicability to proposed details of the sampling program would be appreciated to
enable effective implementation.

Issue 6.
Contaminant release to surface waters

Condition - A1W8 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is not permitted
to release contaminants other than settled /treated stormwater runoff waters from the
site to surface waters.

Description - DES sample obtained from site G3 indicated that waters being released
contained contaminant concentrations for several parameters.

Response — Site G3 and G4 have results available for comparison. G4 is the sites
authorised discharge point testing location. From available results sites G1, G2, G3 and
G4 have not shown any exceedances with the exception of recent sampling at G4 in
2018 whereby some elevated levels have been detected for Herbicide and Pesticides
parameters.

Staff intend to conduct sampling at each of these sites to determine more recent levels
in order to establish threshold parameters and for further consideration toward future
frequencies and parameters for of sampling.

Issue 7.
Groundwater monitoring program

Condition - A1W10 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
undertake groundwater monitoring at the sites listed and for the parameters specified
at least every three months with assessment and submission of results to be provided to
the Department.

Description - No recent notifications regarding groundwater results have been received
by the Department.

Response - Preliminary review of Council and SGS databases ftems 1.5 and 1.6 indicates
that sampling has been undertaken at sites GB, GD, GE, GF in January 2014 for ten (10)
of the required parameters, Sites GB and GC in September 2014 for eight (8}
parameters, sites GD and GE in September 2014 for seven (7) parameters, site GF in






September 2014 for eight (8) parameters. Sites GB, GC and GG were also sampled for
eight {8) parameters in April 2018.

Review of available results (attached electronically} indicates general below threshold
limits for guality characteristics at the sites and that there does not appear to be any

adverse changes with water quality and determination of contaminants releasing.

Staff consider that further sampling has been undertaken with continued investigation
of records and databases being required to confirm available details. Preliminary details
in electronic excel spreadsheet format can only be provided presently as further system
and database investigation occurs to source and extract details.

Issue 8.
Surface water monitoring

Condition - AIW11, A1W12, A1W13 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act - Council
is required to undertake surface water monitoring at the sites listed and for the
parameters specified at least every three months with assessment and submission of
results to be provided to the Department.

Description - Department records indicate some records have been provided with the
last monitoring undertaken on 30 July 2012.

Response - Preliminary review of Council and SGS databases indicates that sampling has
been undertaken at sites G1, G2, G3 and G4 up until 28 October 2014 Items 1.4 and 1.6
A further sample was obtained in April 2018. Available details are provided in electronic
format for your records.

Review of available results (attached electronically) indicates general below threshold
limits for quality characteristics at the sites and that there does not appear to be any
adverse changes with water quality and determination of contaminants releasing. The
exception being at site G4 whereby increases to levels in the Herbicides and Pesticides
parameters have been detected in the latest sample resuilts.

Issue 9.
Continued water monitoring and annual report submission

Condition - A1W14 Section 430 Environmental Protection Act — Council is required to
continue water monitoring for thirty years post closure of the site, collate results and
submit an annual report to the administering authority.

Description - No annual monitoring reports have been received by the Department in
the last eight years.

Response - Staff have continued searching Councils system for any previous annual
reports for comparative purposes in order to commence collation, review and
submission of required data. Registration to access the sampling database contained by
SGS in Cairns has been made to access Councils environmental samples from 2013.
Given the complexities of data retrieval and interpretation staff are working with an
Information Technology specialist to source, format and correlate the information.
Presently the overall span of data available extends from 1999 to 2018 however it is
spread across several systems.






The eventual correlation into spreadsheets of site and sample specific locations, by date
and matching data with parameters enables easier review of this extensive information
hetween stakehotders.

All presently known data for the Goondi Bend site is being provided electronically with
this letter due to size and complexity, complete with graphs and reporting options. Data
for all sites also accompanies this. An update to the data will be provided once
databases have been fully reviewed and all details extracted as there is a few anomalies
to be worked through with data migration.

A live database is also being developed to enable more timely reporting of data,
evaluation, review and comment between Council, consultants and Department of
Environment and Science staff.

Council is committed to ensuring all environmental obligations and public health risks
are fully addressed at all facilities and that any potential risks to groundwater are
identified and managed. My staff look forward to working with your department to
identify any further issues, rectifying all noncompliance issues, areas of concern, data
review and technology investigation. Councils Environmental Services Coordinator John
Dearlove is the contact for any waste queries and will keep your department informed
with updates to progress.

My appreciation is extended for bringing these matters to Councils attention and for the
time and assistance afforded by your officers.

Yours faithfully

e

IN HAMMOND
ANAGER REGULATORY SERVICES

Electronic attachments supporting this letter:

e |tem 2.1 Notifiable Activity Form

¢ ltem 2.2 Goondi site map

e |tem 1.5 Data graphs June 2018

ltem 1.4 Goondi environmental monitoring sample sites

Item 1.2 Goondi aftercare management plan

ltem 1.1 Goondi SBMP 2002

ltem 2.5 LDI claim summary Goondi closure works

ltem 2.4 Goondi closure plan - Golders

ltem 2.3 Goondi closure technical specifications tender T2009-003
Item 1.8 Environmental water quality monitoring specifications
item 1.3 Goondi gas sampling results

s Item 1.6 Historic Ground water sample results

e item 1.7 Historic Surface water sample results
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FW: Written notice of a notifiable activity

		From

		Hammond, Gavin

		To

		Dearlove, John

		Recipients

		John.Dearlove@ccrc.qld.gov.au



Regards,



Gavin Hammond | Manager Regulatory Services | Cassowary Coast Regional Council



PO Box 887, Innisfail Qld 4860 | T 07 4043 8839 (Innisfail) 07 4043 9139 (Tully) | M 0428 316 220



E | gavin.hammond@ccrc.qld.gov.au W | cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au



From: Hammond, Gavin 
Sent: Tuesday, 12 June 2018 2:13 PM
To: 'emr.clr.registry@ehp.qld.gov.au' 
Subject: Written notice of a notifiable activity



Can you please manage this request.



Regards,



Gavin Hammond | Manager Regulatory Services | Cassowary Coast Regional Council



PO Box 887, Innisfail Qld 4860 | T 07 4043 8839 (Innisfail) 07 4043 9139 (Tully) | M 0428 316 220



E | gavin.hammond@ccrc.qld.gov.au W | cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au





Item 2.1 EMR Notifiable activity.pdf

Notice

Environmental Protection Act 1994
Notifiable Activity

This is the template is for use by land owners, occupiers, auditors or local government authorities when
giving written notice to the administering authority that a notifiable activity has been, or is being, carried
out on fand under section s.320A of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 (the EP Act).

Please complete all fields below. You can use this template to provide notification of multiple fand
parcels and/or multiple instances of a notifiable activity. Where this is the case, please clearly identify
which land parce! or notifiable activity the information relates to.

GUIDE 1. Details of person(s) giving notice

Please ensure that afl information is
current and correct,

In some circumstances the duty to
notify about a notifiable activity may
arise for a number of different
people.

In such circumstances a number of
persons may comply with their
individual duty to notify by jointly
providing this notice. :

Lot and plan details can be
obtained from the land title
certificate, rates notice or your local
government {local council).

if you do not know the lot and plan,
please provide sufficient
information about the fand to
enable it to be identified.

[ 11 am the owner of the land
L] I am the occupier of the land {e.g. tenant)

| am a representative of the local government authority for
the land
[} I am an auditor performing an auditor's function for the land

[ A joint notification is being provided by more than 1 person, the
details of each person are attached.

FULL NAME TITLE

Gavin James Hammeond Mr

COMPANY/ORGANISATION/LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

POSTAL ADDRESS POSTCODE
PO Box 887 Innisfail QLD 4860
PHONE FAX

07 40438839 07 40614258

EMAIL

gavin.hammond@ccre.qgid.gov.au

2. Details of land subject to the notification

STREET ADDRESS
Leichardt Street Innisfail QLD
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Notice

Notifiable Activity

This should be a map, aerial
photograph or GPS coordinates
(e.g. MGA-Easting/Northing or
GDA-Latitude/Longitude) which
illustrate the actual location of the
notifiable activity and any potential
contamination on the property.

Notifiable activities are listed in
Schedule 3 of the EP Act.

Example

14 Engine reconditioning works—
carrying out engine reconditioning
work at a place where more than
500 litre (L) of any of the following
are stored:

(a) halogenated and non-
halogenated hydrocarbon solvents

(b) dangerous goods in class 6.1
under the dangerous goods code

(c) industrial degreasing solutions.

Where relevant state the
subtype(s), the actual volume being
stored/used/manufactured/disposed
etc and other specifics about the
activity

More information about notifiable
activities can be found on the
Queensland Government website
www.qald.gov.au

LOCAL/PROPERTY NAME (IF APPLICABLE)
Goondi Bend landfill

LOT ON PLAN
Lot 28 on CP 845192

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

3. Map, locality plan or GPS coordinates
Provide a map, locality plan or GPS coordinates of the location of the
notifiable activity
Map attached
Locality plan attached
[[] GPS coordinates provided below

4. Details of notifiable activity

If providing notification of multiple notifiable activities, provide
answers to each of the questions below for each notifiable activity.
Additional information can be included as attachments.

[] The details of multiple notifiable activities are attached.

State the number and subtype of the activity as listed in Schedule 3 of the
Environmental Protection Act 1994

Waste Disposal Facility

When did the notifiable activity commence?
Month:
Year:1975 approx

Is the notifiable activity still being carried out?
[]Yes
X No

If no, when did the notifiable activity cease?
Month:March
Year:2007

Specific details of the notifiable activity (i.e. threshold amounts,
type(s) of chemicals of dangerous goods being stored on the site)

75,000 tonnes or more but <100,000 tonnes annually
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Notice

Notifiable Activity

Actual volume(s) (where applicable)

5. Evidence and supporting information

Examples of the types of evidence that could be provided include
. (but are not limited to).

« If any investigation of the nature and extent of contamination
has been undertaken on the site, provide details of the
method used, sampling results and any recommendations
about the future management of the contamination. If a
written report about the contamination is available, please
provide a copy of the repert and maps where available.

s Any licences or approvals issued relevant to the activity
being notified, for example licence or approvals under the
EP Act or the Flamimable and Combustible Liquids
Regulation 1994,

« LEvidence of relevant natifiable activities that are being or
have been carried out on the land, e.g. business
documentation outlining the activities being undertaken on
the site or photographs of industrial activities.

+ The resuits of any compliance monitoring done in relation to
notifiable activities or possible contamination of the site.

PROVIDE DETAILS OF EVIDENCE AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION
INCLUDING TITLES OF ANY ATTACHMENTS

Cerificate of Registration ENRE 00629207

If you are not the landowner, 6. Details of land owner
provide the details of the owner of
the property (if known). FULL NAME TITLE

Cassowary Coast Regional Council

POSTAL ADDRESS POSTCODE
PO Box 887 innisfail QLD 4860
PHONE FAX

07 40302222 07 40614258

EMAIL

enquiries@cassowarycoast.gid.gov.au
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Notice

Notifiable Activity

If a joint notification is being 7. Declaration
provided by more than one person
a signed declaration by each | declare that:

erson must be attached. . : ; v : ;
2 e  The information | have provided within this form is true and

correct to the best of my knowledge.

e lunderstand that all information within or attached to this
written notice may be disclosed publicly in accordance with
the Right to Information Act 2009 and the Evidence Act 1977.

e | understand that it is an offence under section 480 of the
Environmental Protection Act 1994 to give the administering
authority a document containing information that | know is
false, misleading or incomplete in a material particular.

NAME

Gavins jmnf7 HprnmonO

SIGNATURE

—
S/ L
L7

Please submit this notice using one of the following methods:

Email: emr.clr.registry@ehp.qld.gov.au

The email subject line should state ‘Written notice of a notifiable activity'.

The file size limit for submission via e-mail is 14MB. Any submission via email which exceeds 14
MB will need to be broken down into separate emails, with each email clearly Part X of X (e.g. Part
1 of 2), included in the subject line of the email.

Post to: Courier or hand delivery to:

Permit and Licence Management Permit and Licence Management
Department of Environment and Heritage Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection Protection

GPO Box 2454 Level 3, 400 George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4001 BRISBANE QLD 4001

Hours: 8.30am-5.00 pm business days

Privacy Statement

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is assessing information provided on this form as notified under
Section 320A of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to make a determination whether a site is to be listed on the
Environmental Management Register (EMR). This register is publically available. This information may be provided to other
parties, including the owner of land, the local government authority and other government departments, under Chapter 7, Part 8
of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 for the purposes of including land in a relevant land register. The information provided
on this form will not otherwise be used or disclosed unless required or authorised by law. For queries about privacy matters

email: privacy@ehp.qld.gov.au or telephone: (07) 3330 6270.
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Item 2.2 Goondi map.pdf











Privacy and Confidentiality Notice

The information contained in this email is intended for the named recipients only and may contain privileged and confidential information.
If you are not the named intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this
email in error, please notify us immediately by telephone on 1300 763 903 or email as listed above.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware by Mimecast.
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