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The BTFMP review panel members 

Brendan Wintle (Panel Chair) is Professor of Conservation Ecology at the University of Melbourne 
and Director of the Threatened Species Recovery Hub of the Australian Government’s National 
Environmental Science Program. He has 20 years of experience in environment policy and research 
with a specific focus on biodiversity. He has provided environmental policy, planning and 
management advice to all levels of government, industry groups and the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and the Convention for 
Biological Diversity (CBD).  

John Woinarski is Professor of Conservation Biology at Charles Darwin University.  He is a leading 
Australian ornithologist and ecologist, with more than 40 years of experience, mostly in northern 
Australia. His research has included studies on the ecology and management of finches, the impacts 
of different land-uses on biodiversity in central Queensland, and on how biodiversity responds to 
pastoral management, fire and mining. He has written recovery and management plans for many 
threatened species. He has been employed by government agencies and research groups, and acted 
as a consultant to environmental organisations and mining companies. 

Stephen Garnett is Professor of Conservation and Sustainable Livelihoods at Charles Darwin 
University.  He has more than 30 years of experience in threatened species conservation and 
research, mostly in tropical Australia, including specialised studies of threatened seed-eating birds in 
north Queensland. He is the author of the Action Plan for Australian Birds.  For over 15 years he has 
coordinated BirdLife Australia’s Threatened Species Committee which advises the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) on the conservation status of Australian birds. In 2014, 
he was appointed as Councillor for birds with the Convention on Migratory Species.  His research 
also includes social and economic factors affecting conservation outcomes.  

Sarah Legge is Professor Wildlife Conservation at the Australian National University and Principal 
Research Fellow at the University of Queensland.  She is a wildlife ecologist with a focus on 
threatened species conservation. Sarah has worked for non-government organisations delivering on-
ground conservation management, as a private consultant to mining, government, Indigenous 
organisations and NRM groups, and as a university research scientist. She led a large research 
program on the ecology and conservation of several species of finch in northern Australia, including 
how they are affected by different fire and grazing management strategies. 

Don Franklin is a wildlife ecologist based in Northern Australia.  He has studied and published a 
range of research about the ecology, biology and history of finches and other grain eating birds in 
tropical Australia. He has worked for government agencies providing technical expertise on 
conservation planning and management.  He has also worked as a research ecologist for Charles 
Darwin University.  He is now a semi-retired private consultant.   

David Lindenmayer is Professor of Ecology and Conservation Biology at the Australian National 
University. He has more than 35 years of experience in ecology and conservation science and has 
written more than 1170 scientific articles and 45 books. He currently runs 5 large-scale, long-term 
research programs throughout eastern Australia and these are focused on how to most cost-
effectively and ecologically effectively conserve biodiversity in wood production forests, plantations 
on farmland as well as in reserves and national parks. Professor Lindenmayer is a member of the 
Australian Academy of Science and received an Order of Australia (AO) for contributions to science 
in 2014. He has worked extensively on Australian birds. 
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