
Coal Seam Gas and QPWS
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Two key roles -

• Land Management, and
• Wildlife Management
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Land Management
• QPWS/DERM is a public landholder under Petroleum and Gas legislation.
• CSG activities are being carried out on QPWS managed land - State forests and 

timber reserves (Forestry Act), resources reserves (NCA), Land Act reserves and 
USL.

• CSG production is not permitted on national parks (all classes), conservation parks 
and forest reserves.

• Current extent of CSG related infrastructure in Western Region  – 132 existing well 
sites (covering 1 hectare each) and 261 km of pipeline installed in 19 separate State 
Forests.  

• Authorities for a further 251 wells and 362 km of pipeline are in the process of being 
processed.   

• Further proposals will see several hundred new gas wells on QPWS land over the 
next 2 years, plus access tracks; gathering and transmission pipeline alignments; 
water, communications and power lines; and associated infrastructure in both 
Western and Capricornia Regions.

• Key land management issues:
– overhead powerlines and ‘fraccing’ activities proposed on QPWS estate, 
– growth in workload (inspection, assessment,  administration and coordination roles), 
– cumulative impacts of clearing and disturbance, 
– fire management, commercial timber and quarry materials
– impacts on existing users
– compensation and offset requirements, 
– need for WoG review of land access framework to better reflect State’s legislative 

responsibilities as a land manager as distinct from environmental regulator.
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Wildlife Management
• QPWS administers provisions of the Nature Conservation Act 1992 with 

respect to management of protected wildlife on all lands (other than 
protected areas). 

• A range of requirements in relation to CSG activities, these include
• Clearing Permits for the take of protected plants (general exemptions for 

the CSG industry for take of least concern plants, clearing permits required 
for endangered, vulnerable or near threatened (EVNT) plants, and offset 
requirements) 

• Species Management Programs (general exemptions for tampering with 
an animal breeding place of least concern species, authority required for 
tampering with the breeding place of an EVNT protected animal or special 
least concern animal)

• Rehabilitation Permit – Spotter Catcher (for parties to catch and relocate 
fauna which may be at direct threat to harm from the development.

• Damage Mitigation Permit – Lethal and Non-Lethal (for the removal of 
animals and plants which pose a potential threat to people or may incur a 
direct economic loss due to the activity of the animal towards the activity). 

• Also assessment of wildlife management issues in Environmental Impact 
Statements and recommendations for the Coordinator General’s Reports. 
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Two key roles -

• Land Management, and
• Wildlife Management
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Land Management
• QPWS/DERM is a public landholder under Petroleum and Gas legislation.
• CSG activities are being carried out on QPWS managed land - State forests and 

timber reserves (Forestry Act), resources reserves (NCA), Land Act reserves and 
USL.

• CSG production not permitted on national park (all classes), conservation park or 
forest reserve.

• Current extent of CSG infrastructure in Western Region  – 132 existing well sites 
(approx 1 ha each) and 261 km of pipeline installed in 19 separate State Forests.  

• Proposals for a further 251 wells and 362 km of pipeline are in the process of being 
assessed and processed by regional staff.   

• Further industry growth will see several hundred new gas wells on QPWS lands over 
the next 2 years, plus access tracks; gathering and transmission pipeline alignments; 
water, communications and power lines; and associated infrastructure in both 
Western and Capricornia Regions.

• Key land management issues:
– overhead powerlines and ‘fraccing’ activities proposed on QPWS estate, 
– growth in workload (inspection, assessment,  administration and coordination roles), 
– cumulative impacts of clearing and disturbance, 
– fire management, commercial timber and quarry materials
– impacts on existing users and authority holders
– compensation and offset requirements, 
– Impact on future protected areas – e.g. for example Lonesome Holding (USL) and Expedition 

Resources Reserve (both held by QPWS as additions to Expedition NP).
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Wildlife Management
• QPWS administers provisions of the Nature Conservation Act 1992 with 

respect to management of protected wildlife on all lands (other than 
protected areas). 

• A range of requirements in relation to CSG activities, these include
• Clearing Permits for the take of protected plants (general exemptions for 

the CSG industry for take of least concern plants, clearing permits required 
for endangered, vulnerable or near threatened (EVNT) plants, and offset 
requirements) 

• Species Management Programs (general exemptions for tampering with 
an animal breeding place of least concern species, authority required for 
tampering with the breeding place of an EVNT protected animal or special 
least concern animal)

• Rehabilitation Permit – Spotter Catcher (for parties to catch and relocate 
fauna which may be at direct threat to harm from the development.

• Damage Mitigation Permit – Lethal and Non-Lethal (for the removal of 
animals and plants which pose a potential threat to people or may incur a 
direct economic loss due to the activity of the animal towards the activity). 

• Also assessment of wildlife management issues in Environmental Impact 
Statements and recommendations for the Coordinator General’s Reports. 
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Attachment A: Summary of LNG Projects of State significance

Project Proponent Major project components Timeframes 

Australia Pacific 
Liquefied 
Natural Gas 
project

APLNG

(a 50:50 joint 
venture between 
Origin Energy and 
ConocoPhillips)

Development of coal seam gas resources;
450 km underground main transmission gas pipeline
Processing plant and export facility (four trains with a total capacity of up to 18 million tonnes per annum of 
LNG)

Plant completion -
2014

Gladstone 
Liquefied 
Natural Gas 
Project

GLNG (Santos 
Ltd and 
PETRONAS)

Extraction of coal seam gas from fields around Roma, Emerald, Injune and Taroom;
435 km gas transmission pipeline from the gas fields to Gladstone;
LNG facility of approximately 10 million tones per annum on Curtis Island and associated infrastructure 
including marine facilities, port dredging and a potential access road and bridge at Gladstone.

Plant completion -
2014

Queensland 
Curtis Liquefied 
Natural Gas 
Project

Queensland Gas 
Company Ltd (a 
wholly owned 
subsidiary of the 
BG group)

Expansion of QGC’s coal seam gas operations in the Surat Basin;
800-kilometre network of gas pipelines in gas fields and from fields to Gladstone;
LNG plant and export facility (up to three trains with a total capacity of up to 12 million tonnes per annum of 
LNG).

Plant completion -
2014

Arrow Liquefied 
Natural Gas 
Plant Project 

Arrow Energy LNG processing plant and export facility —staged construction of up to four trains producing up to 18 million 
tonnes per annum of LNG.
9km (approx) feed gas pipeline with marine logistics facilities on Curtis Island and the mainland
Dredging of the seabed in Port Curtis and the riverbed at the mouth of the Calliope River to provide access 
to the marine logistics facilities.

(Associated with Arrow Energy’s separate Surat Gas; Bowen Gas; Surat Gas Pipeline and Bowen Gas Pipeline 
projects)

Plant completion -
2017

15-006 File B Page 13 of 18

RTI D
L R

ELE
ASE - N

PSR



Author
Name: Alison Haycock
Position: Team Leader (CSG) 
QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5216
Date:24 April 2012

Endorsed by
Name: Jason Jacobi
Position: Director (S&P) CSP, 
QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5272

Endorsed by
Name: Clive Cook
Position: General Manager CSP, 
QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5318

Recommended:
Name: Andrea Leverington
Position: ADG QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5270
Date:

Name:
Position:
Tel No:

Name:
Position:
Tel No:

File Ref: Page 6

Attachment B:

15-006 File B Page 14 of 18

s.73 Irrelevant information

s.73 Irrelevant information

RTI D
L R

ELE
ASE - N

PSR



Author
Name: Alison Haycock
Position: Team Leader (CSG) 
QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5216
Date:24 April 2012

Endorsed by
Name: Jason Jacobi
Position: Director (S&P) CSP, 
QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5272

Endorsed by
Name: Clive Cook
Position: General Manager CSP, 
QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5318

Recommended:
Name: Andrea Leverington
Position: ADG QPWS
Tel No: 3330 5270
Date:

Name:
Position:
Tel No:

Name:
Position:
Tel No:

File Ref: Page 7

Attachment C: Current extent of Authorities to Prospect and Petroleum Leases across Queensland 

(hard copy A3 map provided)
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Attachment D: Hallett State forest
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Hallett State Forest with existing clearing and fragmentation impacts of coal seam gas infrastructure
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