
From: KERRIDGE Andrea [Andrea.Kerridge@ehp.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 9:22 AM
To: Corro EHP CSS DDG
CC: DLO EHP
Subject: URGENT DLO REQUEST by midday today 25 July 2016

Chief of Staff advises there has been some media reports re the Hinchinbrook Region that the local government has decided
to eliminate feral goats on an island by desexing dingos, injecting poisons in the dingos to hunt down and eat goats.
 
Minister Donaldson has been told she has no power to stop as a welfare committee has given “ethical approval”.
 
CoS is asking in relation to the NCA (or other legislation):
 

• Is the dingo a protected species?
 

• Are there any other protected species on the island – ie birds, lizards, other animals. If so, is there risk of the dingoes
attacking those animals?

 
• Does the NCA have powers to intervene by EHP or Minister?

 
Please be aware that I am covering until Gary Shaw returns as DLO this morning.
 
Regards
 
 
Ms Andrea Kerridge
Acting Departmental Liaison Officer
Office of the Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection
and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
Ministerial and Executive Correspondence Unit
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6250
Level 13, 400 George Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001
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From: KERRIDGE Andrea [Andrea.Kerridge@ehp.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 9:42 AM
To: DLO EHP
Subject: FW: Death row dingoes set to be the environmental saviour of Great Barrier Reef's Pelorus Island - ABC
News (Australian Broadcasting Corporation)

Gary for your information.
Andrea

-----Original Message-----
From: KERRIDGE Andrea 
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 9:42 AM
To: Corro EHP CSS DDG <EHPCSSDDG.Corro@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Death row dingoes set to be the environmental saviour of Great Barrier Reef's Pelorus Island - ABC News (Australian Broadcasting
Corporation)

Hi Office of CSS DDG

I have found a link in relation to the article for Chief of Staff's urgent request.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-23/dingoes-set-to-become-pelorus-island-environmental-saviour/7652424

Andrea
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From: Corro EHP CSS DDG [EHPCSSDDG.Corro@ehp.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 9:56 AM
To: KERRIDGE Andrea
CC: WILLIAMS Allan
Subject: RE: URGENT DLO REQUEST by midday today 25 July 2016

Hi Andrea
 
Allan Williams in Threatened Spices, NCS (Corro EHP CSS NCS) is the contact for this issue.
 
Regards
Charli Roberts
Executive Support Officer
Office of the Deputy Director General / Conservation and Sustainability Services
P 3330 6069      

 

From: KERRIDGE Andrea 
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 9:22 AM
To: Corro EHP CSS DDG <EHPCSSDDG.Corro@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Cc: DLO EHP <DLO.EHP@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Subject: URGENT DLO REQUEST by midday today 25 July 2016
 
Chief of Staff advises there has been some media reports re the Hinchinbrook Region that the local government has decided
to eliminate feral goats on an island by desexing dingos, injecting poisons in the dingos to hunt down and eat goats.
 
Minister Donaldson has been told she has no power to stop as a welfare committee has given “ethical approval”.
 
CoS is asking in relation to the NCA (or other legislation):
 

• Is the dingo a protected species?
 

• Are there any other protected species on the island – ie birds, lizards, other animals. If so, is there risk of the dingoes
attacking those animals?

 
• Does the NCA have powers to intervene by EHP or Minister?

 
Please be aware that I am covering until Gary Shaw returns as DLO this morning.
 
Regards
 
 
Ms Andrea Kerridge
Acting Departmental Liaison Officer
Office of the Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection
and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
Ministerial and Executive Correspondence Unit
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6250
Level 13, 400 George Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
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GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001
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From: Peter Spencer [Peter.Spencer@ministerial.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, 5 August 2016 5:01 PM
To: DLO EHP
CC: Megan Surawski; Philip Halton
Subject: RE: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
Attachments: Pelorus Island - dingoes.docx

Hi Gary, 
 
Can I urgently seek an update from EHP in relation to the advice received on 25 July, specifically the information:
 
“The Threatened Species Unit is conducting an urgent examination of how these species use Pelorus Island – for
example, whether for feeding or nesting – and what potential impacts may be posed to these species from the
introduction of the dingoes.”
 
Can Megan get this information by COB Tuesday 9 August please?
 
Regards,
Pete
 

Peter Spencer
Senior Policy Advisor
Office of the Hon. Dr Steven Miles MP
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P 07 3719 7330     
Level 13, 400 George St, Brisbane QLD 4000
                                      GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001

 

From: SHAW Gary [mailto:Gary.Shaw@ehp.qld.gov.au] On Behalf Of DLO EHP
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 2:49 PM
To: Philip Halton <Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Megan Surawski <Megan.Surawski@ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Peter Spencer <Peter.Spencer@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Hi Philip
 
Re: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Attached is advice from the department.
 
I have placed the hard copy in your in tray. 
 
Cheers
Gary
 
Gary Shaw
Departmental Liaison Officer
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Level 13 
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400 George Street BRISBANE
Tel: 07 - 3330 6250 Fax: 07 - 3330 6306
E-mail: Gary.Shaw@ehp.qld.gov.au
visit us at http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/
 
 

------------------------------

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your
inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, unless as
a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message
and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.

------------------------------

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and may contain privileged and
confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this
email and any copies of this from your computer system network.

If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; any form
of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this email is also prohibited.

Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the Queensland
Government.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

16-213 File A 6 of 67

Rele
as

ed
 by

 E
HP 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



CTS No. 18724/16
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE PROTECTION

RESPONSE TO MINISTER’S OFFICE REQUEST

REQUEST DATE: 25/7/2016

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF DINGOES TO PELORUS ISLAND FOR GOAT CONTROL

QUESTION/S:
1. Is the dingo a protected species?
2. Are there any other protected species on the island – ie birds, lizards, other animals. If so, is 

there risk of the dingoes attacking those animals?
3. Does the NCA have powers to intervene by EHP or Minister?

RESPONSE:
4. The dingo is defined as 'native wildlife' under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (NCA), 

however it is protected only within protected areas where it is considered a natural resource. 
5. Outside of national parks and protected areas, the dingo is a restricted invasive animal under 

the Biosecurity Act 2014 which is administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.
6. Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, individuals are required to take all reasonable and practical 

steps to minimise the risks associated with invasive plants and animals under their control. 
7. At a local level, each local government must have a biosecurity plan that covers invasive plants 

and animals in its area. This plan may include actions to be taken on certain species. Some of 
these actions may be required under local laws. 

8. Pelorus Island is primarily a recreation reserve held in trust by Hinchinbrook Shire Council, and 
therefore is not a State protected area.  The dingo is therefore not protected in this location.

9. The Queensland Government species listing database identifies the presence of nine animals 
on Pelorus Island protected under the NCA, all of which are bird species:

a. One vulnerable species: beach stone-curlew 
b. Four ‘special least concern’ species for which Australia is subject to international 

migratory bird agreements: bridled tern, roseate tern, little tern and brown booby
c. Four least concern species: white-bellied sea-eagle, sulphur-crested cockatoo, crested 

tern and orange-footed scrubfowl.
10. The Threatened Species Unit is conducting an urgent examination of how these species use 

Pelorus Island – for example, whether for feeding or nesting – and what potential impacts may 
be posed to these species from the introduction of the dingoes.

11. The NCA does not have powers for EHP or the Minister to intervene with regard to the dingo as 
it is not protected on Pelorus Island.

12. However the Minister has the power to issue an interim conservation order to prohibit or control 
a threatening process if the Minister is of the opinion that it is likely to pose a significant 
detrimental effect to a threatened or near threatened species.  

13. Further investigation into how the above species – particularly the vulnerable beach stone-
curlew – use the island, will provide more detail to inform whether an interim conservation order 
may be warranted or appropriate in this circumstance. 

14. A significant risk is only likely if the species nests on the island.
15. None of the birds above are listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act.

CONSULTATION:
16. N/A

Author
Name: Katrina Prior
Position: A/Manager TSU
Tel No: 3330 5373
Date Drafted: 25/7/2016

Branch Endorsement
Name: Rebecca Williams
Position: ED NCS
Tel No: 3330 5512
Date Drafted:

Division Endorsement
Name: Maria Mohr
Position: DDG CSS
Tel No: 3330 5017
Date Drafted:

Director-General Endorsement
Name: Jim Reeves, DG, EHP
Tel No: 3330 6298

Signed:……………Date…/…/
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From: Philip Halton [Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, 5 August 2016 8:12 PM
To: DLO EHP
CC: Megan Surawski
Subject: RE: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Gary
 
We’ll need this sooner; by Monday night please.
 

From: Peter Spencer 
Sent: Friday, 5 August 2016 5:02 PM
To: DLO EHP <DLO.EHP@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Megan Surawski <Megan.Surawski@ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Philip Halton <Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Hi Gary, 
 
Can I urgently seek an update from EHP in relation to the advice received on 25 July, specifically the information:
 
“The Threatened Species Unit is conducting an urgent examination of how these species use Pelorus Island – for
example, whether for feeding or nesting – and what potential impacts may be posed to these species from the
introduction of the dingoes.”
 
Can Megan get this information by COB Tuesday 9 August please?
 
Regards,
Pete
 

Peter Spencer
Senior Policy Advisor
Office of the Hon. Dr Steven Miles MP
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P 07 3719 7330     
Level 13, 400 George St, Brisbane QLD 4000
                                      GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001

 

From: SHAW Gary [mailto:Gary.Shaw@ehp.qld.gov.au] On Behalf Of DLO EHP
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 2:49 PM
To: Philip Halton <Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Megan Surawski <Megan.Surawski@ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Peter Spencer <Peter.Spencer@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Hi Philip
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Re: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Attached is advice from the department.
 
I have placed the hard copy in your in tray. 
 
Cheers
Gary
 
Gary Shaw
Departmental Liaison Officer
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Level 13 
400 George Street BRISBANE
Tel: 07 - 3330 6250 Fax: 07 - 3330 6306
E-mail: Gary.Shaw@ehp.qld.gov.au
visit us at http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/
 
 

------------------------------

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your
inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, unless as
a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message
and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.

------------------------------

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and may contain privileged and
confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this
email and any copies of this from your computer system network.

If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; any form
of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this email is also prohibited.

Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the Queensland
Government.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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From: Philip Halton [Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, 5 August 2016 8:12 PM
To: DLO EHP
CC: Megan Surawski
Subject: RE: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Gary
 
We’ll need this sooner; by Monday night please.
 

From: Peter Spencer 
Sent: Friday, 5 August 2016 5:02 PM
To: DLO EHP <DLO.EHP@ehp.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Megan Surawski <Megan.Surawski@ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Philip Halton <Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Hi Gary, 
 
Can I urgently seek an update from EHP in relation to the advice received on 25 July, specifically the information:
 
“The Threatened Species Unit is conducting an urgent examination of how these species use Pelorus Island – for
example, whether for feeding or nesting – and what potential impacts may be posed to these species from the
introduction of the dingoes.”
 
Can Megan get this information by COB Tuesday 9 August please?
 
Regards,
Pete
 

Peter Spencer
Senior Policy Advisor
Office of the Hon. Dr Steven Miles MP
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P 07 3719 7330     
Level 13, 400 George St, Brisbane QLD 4000
                                      GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001

 

From: SHAW Gary [mailto:Gary.Shaw@ehp.qld.gov.au] On Behalf Of DLO EHP
Sent: Monday, 25 July 2016 2:49 PM
To: Philip Halton <Philip.Halton@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Megan Surawski <Megan.Surawski@ministerial.qld.gov.au>; Peter Spencer <Peter.Spencer@ministerial.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Hi Philip
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Re: Pelorus Island – release of dingoes
 
Attached is advice from the department.
 
I have placed the hard copy in your in tray. 
 
Cheers
Gary
 
Gary Shaw
Departmental Liaison Officer
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Level 13 
400 George Street BRISBANE
Tel: 07 - 3330 6250 Fax: 07 - 3330 6306
E-mail: Gary.Shaw@ehp.qld.gov.au
visit us at http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/
 
 

------------------------------

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your
inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, unless as
a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message
and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.

------------------------------

This email, together with any attachments, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; and may contain privileged and
confidential information. If received in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this
email and any copies of this from your computer system network.

If not an intended recipient of this email, you must not copy, distribute or take any action(s) that relies on it; any form
of disclosure, modification, distribution and /or publication of this email is also prohibited.

Unless stated otherwise, this email represents only the views of the sender and not the views of the Queensland
Government.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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From: PETERSEN Christine [Christine.Petersen@ehp.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 8 August 2016 12:20 PM
To: WILLIAMS Allan
CC: Corro EHP CSS NCS
Subject: RE: Draft DLO response 

Thanks Allan. Donna will progress.
 

From: WILLIAMS Allan 
Sent: Monday, 8 August 2016 12:19 PM
To: SEATON Richard
Cc: PETERSEN Christine
Subject: Re: Draft DLO response
 
Thanks Richard - I support and endorse the response.
Christine - will you manage the approval process from here please?
 
Allan

Sent from my iPhone

On 8 Aug 2016, at 12:12 pm, SEATON Richard <Richard.Seaton@ehp.qld.gov.au> wrote:

Allan,
 
See DLO response below for your comment. Let me know any changes and who you want me to send for
approval in MECS.
 
Cheers
 
Rich
 
REQUEST DATE:  8/08/2016

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF DINGOES TO PELORUS ISLAND FOR GOAT CONTROL

QUESTION/S:
1. How will threatened species use Pelorus Island – for example, whether for feeding or nesting –

and what potential impacts may be posed to these species from the introduction of the
dingoes.

RESPONSE:
2.   Dingoes are not known to have occurred on Pelorus Island historically, thus they are not a natural

part of this island ecosystem and will likely have a detrimental impact on the species occurring
there. The extent of these impacts is hard to exactly determine, however of the nine bird species
identified as occurring on the island:

3. The beach stone-curlew (vulnerable) and orange-footed scrubfowl (least concern) breed on the
island and are expected to be predated by dingoes at all life stages.

4.   The seabird species that occur on the island do not breed there so are less likely to be impacted,
although adults may be susceptible to disturbance and some predation by dingoes while roosting.

5. White-bellied sea-eagle and sulphur crested cockatoo are listed as least concern and breed on the
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island. However, they nest in trees so they are unlikely to be predated directly. However, dingoes
may negatively impact white-bellied sea-eagles through direct competition for food.

CONSULTATION:
6. N/A

 
 
 
 

Dr Richard Seaton
Principal Conservation Officer
Threatened Species Unit
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 5868 | M
Level 5, 400 George Street, Brisbane
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane 4001

 
 

sch4p4( 6) Personal information
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CTS No. 18724/16
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE PROTECTION

RESPONSE TO MINISTER’S OFFICE REQUEST

REQUEST DATE: 8/08/2016

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF DINGOES TO PELORUS ISLAND FOR GOAT CONTROL

QUESTION/S:
1. How will threatened species use Pelorus Island – for example, whether for feeding or 

nesting – and what potential impacts may be posed to these species from the 
introduction of the dingoes.

RESPONSE:
2. Dingoes are not known to have occurred on Pelorus Island historically, thus they are not a 

natural part of this island ecosystem and will likely have a detrimental impact on the species 
occurring there. The extent of these impacts is hard to exactly determine, however of the nine 
bird species identified as occurring on the island:

3. The beach stone-curlew (vulnerable) and orange-footed scrubfowl (least concern) breed on the 
island and are expected to be predated by dingoes at all life stages.

4. The seabird species that occur on the island do not breed there so are less likely to be 
impacted, although adults may be susceptible to disturbance and some predation by dingoes 
while roosting.

5. White-bellied sea-eagle and sulphur crested cockatoo are listed as least concern and breed on 
the island. However, they nest in trees so they are unlikely to be predated directly. However, 
dingoes may negatively impact white-bellied sea-eagles through direct competition for food. 

CONSULTATION:
6. N/A

CONFIDENTIAL – FOR MINISTER’S INFORMATION ONLY
Please delete box if N/A

Author
Name: Richard Seaton
Position: Principal Conservation Officer
Tel No:3330 5868
Date Drafted:8/08/2016

Branch Endorsement
Name: Rebecca Williams
Position: A/ED, NCS
Tel No: 3330 5512
Date Endorsed:

Division Endorsement
Name: Maria Mohr
Position: DDG, CSS 
Tel No: 3330 5017
Date Endorsed:
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CTS No. 18724/16
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE PROTECTION

RESPONSE TO MINISTER’S OFFICE REQUEST

REQUEST DATE: 25/7/2016

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF DINGOES TO PELORUS ISLAND FOR GOAT CONTROL

QUESTION/S:
1. Is the dingo a protected species?
2. Are there any other protected species on the island – ie birds, lizards, other animals. If so, is 

there risk of the dingoes attacking those animals?
3. Does the NCA have powers to intervene by EHP or Minister?

RESPONSE:
4. The dingo is defined as 'native wildlife' under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (NCA), 

however it is protected only within protected areas where it is considered a natural resource. 
5. Outside of national parks and protected areas, the dingo is a restricted invasive animal under 

the Biosecurity Act 2014 which is administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.
6. Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, individuals are required to take all reasonable and practical 

steps to minimise the risks associated with invasive plants and animals under their control. 
7. At a local level, each local government must have a biosecurity plan that covers invasive plants 

and animals in its area. This plan may include actions to be taken on certain species. Some of 
these actions may be required under local laws. 

8. Pelorus Island is primarily a recreation reserve held in trust by Hinchinbrook Shire Council, and 
therefore is not a State protected area.  The dingo is therefore not protected in this location.

9. The Queensland Government species listing database identifies the presence of nine animals 
on Pelorus Island protected under the NCA, all of which are bird species:

a. One vulnerable species: beach stone-curlew 
b. Four ‘special least concern’ species for which Australia is subject to international 

migratory bird agreements: bridled tern, roseate tern, little tern and brown booby
c. Four least concern species: white-bellied sea-eagle, sulphur-crested cockatoo, crested 

tern and orange-footed scrubfowl.
10. The Threatened Species Unit is conducting an urgent examination of how these species use 

Pelorus Island – for example, whether for feeding or nesting – and what potential impacts may 
be posed to these species from the introduction of the dingoes.

11. The NCA does not have powers for EHP or the Minister to intervene with regard to the dingo as 
it is not protected on Pelorus Island.

12. However the Minister has the power to issue an interim conservation order to prohibit or control 
a threatening process if the Minister is of the opinion that it is likely to pose a significant 
detrimental effect to a threatened or near threatened species.  

13. Further investigation into how the above species – particularly the vulnerable beach stone-
curlew – use the island, will provide more detail to inform whether an interim conservation order 
may be warranted or appropriate in this circumstance. 

14. A significant risk is only likely if the species nests on the island.
15. None of the birds above are listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act.

CONSULTATION:
16. N/A

Author
Name: Katrina Prior
Position: A/Manager TSU
Tel No: 3330 5373
Date Drafted: 25/7/2016

Branch Endorsement
Name: Rebecca Williams
Position: ED NCS
Tel No: 3330 5512
Date Drafted:

Division Endorsement
Name: Maria Mohr
Position: DDG CSS
Tel No: 3330 5017
Date Drafted:

Director-General Endorsement
Name: Jim Reeves, DG, EHP
Tel No: 3330 6298

Signed:……………Date…/…/
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CTS No. 18724/16
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE PROTECTION

RESPONSE TO MINISTER’S OFFICE REQUEST

REQUEST DATE: 25/7/2016

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF DINGOES TO PELORUS ISLAND FOR GOAT CONTROL

QUESTION/S:
1. Is the dingo a protected species?
2. Are there any other protected species on the island – ie birds, lizards, other animals. If so, is 

there risk of the dingoes attacking those animals?
3. Does the NCA have powers to intervene by EHP or Minister?

RESPONSE:
4. The dingo is defined as 'native wildlife' under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (NCA), 

however it is protected only within protected areas where it is considered a natural resource. 
5. Outside of national parks and protected areas, the dingo is a restricted invasive animal under 

the Biosecurity Act 2014 which is administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.
6. Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, individuals are required to take all reasonable and practical 

steps to minimise the risks associated with invasive plants and animals under their control. 
7. At a local level, each local government must have a biosecurity plan that covers invasive plants 

and animals in its area. This plan may include actions to be taken on certain species. Some of 
these actions may be required under local laws. 

8. Pelorus Island is primarily a recreation reserve held in trust by Hinchinbrook Shire Council, and 
therefore is not a State protected area.  The dingo is therefore not protected in this location.

9. The Queensland Government species listing database identifies the presence of nine animals 
on Pelorus Island protected under the NCA, all of which are bird species:

a. One vulnerable species: beach stone-curlew 
b. Four ‘special least concern’ species for which Australia is subject to international 

migratory bird agreements: bridled tern, roseate tern, little tern and brown booby
c. Four least concern species: white-bellied sea-eagle, sulphur-crested cockatoo, crested 

tern and orange-footed scrubfowl.
10. The Threatened Species Unit is conducting an urgent examination of how these species use 

Pelorus Island – for example, whether for feeding or nesting – and what potential impacts may 
be posed to these species from the introduction of the dingoes.

11. The NCA does not have powers for EHP or the Minister to intervene with regard to the dingo as 
it is not protected on Pelorus Island.

12. However the Minister has the power to issue an interim conservation order to prohibit or control 
a threatening process if the Minister is of the opinion that it is likely to pose a significant 
detrimental effect to a threatened or near threatened species.  

13. Further investigation into how the above species – particularly the vulnerable beach stone-
curlew – use the island, will provide more detail to inform whether an interim conservation order 
may be warranted or appropriate in this circumstance. 

14. A significant risk is only likely if the species nests on the island.
15. None of the birds above are listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act.

CONSULTATION:
16. N/A
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