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Jarrod BLEIJIE mp

Member for Kawana

Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Shadow Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning
Shadow Minister for Olympic and Paralympic Infrastructure and Jobs
Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations

12 December 2022

The Honourable Glenn Butcher
Minister for Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water

1 William Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Minister Butcher

| refer to media reports that SEQ Water has purchased a property at Meridan Plains for a
proposed desalination plant.

Despite this issue and speculation being in the media for some time, | understand there has
been no consultation with my local community with respect to this issue. | can also confirm
my office has not received any notification or information about this issue.

As you would appreciate, Meridan Plains is not directly adjacent to the beach so any
desalination plant would require kilometres of infrastructure and pipes from the coast to the

proposed site.

I have had many concerns raised with me with respect to this issue including but not limited
to the potential environmental issues.

| seek your advice with respect to the proposal for a desalination plant in my electorate and
would appreciate answers to the following questions:

The date SEQ Water purchased the property at Meridan Plains?

The Meridan Plains property lot and plan number?

Which beach is proposed to be the intake beach?

Has a business case been undertaken with respect to a proposal?

Has an Environmental Impact Assessment been undertaken? and

What alternatives to a desalination plant has the government considered.

obhwN =

As you would appreciate, without clarification on the abovementioned issues, angst wil
continue to grow in my community. | share these concerns with my community.

| would appreciate your responses at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely

sch4p4( 6) Personal information

JARROD BLENIE MP

Member for Kawana

Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Shadow Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning
Shadow Minister for Olympic and Paralympic Infrastructure and Jobs
Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations

. Sunshine Central, Suite 4, 3 Nicklin Way, Minyama QLD 4575 @ PO Box 1200, Buddina QLD 4575

& (07) 5406 3100 @ kawana@parliament.gld.gov.au @ jarrodbleijie.com

® J2rr0d Bieijie @ @JarrodBleijieMP @ jarrodbleijie_mp REEEEE
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Queensland
overnment

o

From: Maroochydore Electorate Office [mailto:Maroochydore@parliament.qgld.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 May 2018 9:58 AM

To: Deputy Premier <deputy.premier@ministerial.gld.gov.au>

Subject: Desalination plant - Marcoola

Dear Deputy Premier

| write on behalf of members of the North Coast community who have raised concerns about plans to consider a
possible desalination plant.

| was previously advised that this option had been taken out of the Water Security Program and | strongly oppose
any plans for a future desalination plant at Marcoola.

| note that previous water plans identified Marcoola and Bribie Island as possible locations for a future desalination
plan, if required, however | was reassured by the response from the then Minister for Water Supply to a Question
on Notice (no 350) asked in Parliament on 21 March 2017 that “there is no proposed site for a desalination plant on
the Sunshine Coast.”

Thus | respectfully seek your assurance that there are no plans for a desalination plant at Marcoola as | believe this
would be in conflict with the expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport and this is not an area where there are plans
for large developments or close high levels of future population growth nearby.

| look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

f rona Ww

Fiona Simpson MP

Tel: 5406 7100

Fiona SIMPSON mp

Member for Maroochydore

Shadow Minister for Employment and Small Business and
Shadow Minister for Tralning and Skills Bevelopment

& Suite 1, Cnr First & Memorlal Avenues, Maroochydore Qid 4558

W 07 5406 7100 @ maroochydoredpariiamentqkigov.au

£l fionasimpson.com.au f FlonaSimpsonMP 3 @FlonasimpsenMP

Please like my Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/FionaSimpsonMP/

Click here to have your say in Fiona's Community Survey or sign up for my e-newsletter here
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Teryn Fonda

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Teryn,

DLO DNRME <DLO.DNRME@dnrme.qld.gov.au>

Tuesday, 22 May 2018 10:10 AM

Teryn Fonda

FW: INCOMING CORRO - FW: Desalination plant - Marcoola

For processing please.

Thank you,

Queensland
Government

Rhylie Austin
Departmental Liaison Officer
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy

P: 3181 5109 M:4(6) Personal in¢

E: DLO.DNRME@dnrme.qld.gov.au
A: 36, 1 William Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000 | PO BOX 15216, CITY EAST, QLD
4002

] \lgl'gggn Proudly accredited White Ribbon

BN Workplace O WMt Ribbon Australia

From: DLO [mai

lto:DLO@treasury.qgld.gov.au]

Sent: Tuesday, 22 May 2018 10:08 AM

To: DLO DNRME

Cc: Executive Correspondence; Karen Windress

Subject: FW: INCOMING CORRO - FW: Desalination plant - Marcoola

Good morning,

Can you please advise whether DNRME will accept referral of the correspondence below?

Kind regards,
Joe

Joseph Clowes

Departmental Liaison Officer
Queensland Treasury
Level 39, 1 William Street, Brisbane

Phone: (07) 3035 3505 p4p4( 6) Personal inforn

Email: Joseph.Clowes@treasury.gld.gov.au

Web: www.treasury.qgld.gov.au

22-342
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The Hon Dr Anthony Lynham MP
Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy

Queensland

Government
Ref MO/18/1496 1 William Street Brisbane
CTS 15901/18 PO Box 15216 City East
Queensland 4002 Australia
< 5 JUN 2013 Telephone +61 7 3719 7360

Email nrm@ministerial.qld.gov.au

Ms Fiona Simpson MP

Member for Maroochydore

Suite 1

Corner First and Memorial Avenues
MAROOCHYDORE QLD 4558

Dear Msys(? V-

Thank you for your letter of 10 May 2018, on behalf of members of the North Coast community,
regarding community concerns about consideration of a desalination plant at Marcoola.

Seqwater, the statutory authority responsible for South East Queensland’s long-term water
security, has stated in its Water for life: South East Queensland’s Water Security Program
2016-2046 (SEQ Water Security Program) that a new permanent water source will not be
required on the Sunshine Coast until 2040, unless the region experiences an extremely severe
drought. This is because of the ongoing water security provided by the South East Queensland
Water Grid constructed during the Millennium Drought, which includes a network of pipelines
to move water where it is most needed, the Gold Coast Desalination Plant and the Western
Corridor Recycled Water Scheme.

While a potential site for a desalination plant at Marcoola was identified during the Millennium
Drought, this has since been transferred from State Government ownership to the Sunshine
Coast Regional Council to support the expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport. | can confirm
that Marcoola is therefore no longer being considered as a potential site for a desalination plant
by Seqwater.

As indicated in your letter, the Sunshine Coast is expected to experience significant population
growth in the next couple of decades. Seqwater considers it is critical to plan now for a
sustainable and resilient water supply and it is therefore investigating all potential options to
boost the region’s water supply. Seqwater is considering options including increasing the
capacity of its water treatment plants, raising Borumba Dam near Gympie, constructing a new
off-stream storage or weir on the Mary River, recycled water and desalination. Seqwater is also
examining demand management strategies aimed at increasing the efficiency of residential and
industrial water consumption.

Seqgwater is planning to engage with the community, including the Sunshine Coast, and seek
feedback during the development of the next version of the SEQ Water Security Program,
which is due to be finalised by March 2022. | encourage your constituents to engage in this
process and also inspect the latest version of the Water Security Program (published in
March 2017) on Seqwater’s website at www.seqwater.com.au.

If you haMuestions, please contact Mr Paul Woodland, Chief of Staff, who will be pleased
to assist you and can be gontacted on 3719 7360.

sch4p4( 6) Personal information

r Anth nham MP~
%ﬁﬁ%uralagesoumes, Minés and Engrgy Page 11 of 40



Ourref: CTS 04359/23

23 March 2023

Mr Jarrod Bleijie MP
Member for Kawana
PO Box 1200
BUDDINA QLD 4575

Email: kawana@parliament.qld.gov.au

Dear Mr Bleijie

Thank you for your email of 13 March 2023 regarding Seqwater land at Meridan Plains. Regrettably,
my office has no record of receiving your original letter on 12 December 2023.

| can advise that Seqwater holds a parcel of land near Meridan Plains, which was acquired from
Unitywater in 2019. Like other utilities and government businesses, Queensland’s bulk water
providers acquire or sell land from time to time for various operational or strategic reasons. However,
no decisions have been made on any potential development at the Meridan Plains site.

Seqwater follows a stringent approach when developing plans for its assets, which includes ensuring
any social or environmental impacts are considered and managed appropriately, and that all relevant
environmental approvals are obtained prior to any decision being made.

Seqwater also follows the Queensland Government’s Business Case Development Framework
when planning all new major infrastructure, which ensures a detailed business case is prepared and
thorough community consultation is undertaken and considered before any investment decision is
considered by government.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr Ben Driscoll, Chief of Staff on (07) 3035 6170 or email
ben.driscoll@ministerial.qld.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

sch4p4( 6) Personal informal

GLENN BUTCHER MP
Minister for Regional Development and Manufacturing
Minister for Water

22-342 File A Page 12 of 40
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Teryn Fonda

From: Maroochydore Electorate Office <Maroochydore@parliament.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 26 October 2018 3:30 PM

To: State Development & Natural Resources and Mines

Subject: Desalination Plant

Attachments: 20181026153 1.pdf

Good Afternoon,
Please find attached correspondence for the Minister’s attention.

Kind regards,

Robyn Dawes | Assistant Electorate Officer
Office of Fiona Simpson MP

Member for Maroochydore

Shadow Minister for Employment and Small Business
Shadow Minister for Training and Skills Development

Fiona SIMPSON mp

Member for Maroochydore

54 o
0 k'!‘,\'

Consider the environment before you print this email.
NOTICE - This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and only for the use of the addressee.

If you have received this e-mail in error, you are strictly prohibited from using, forwarding, printing, copying or dealing in anyway whatsoever with it, and are
requested to reply immediately by e-mail to the sender or by telephone to the Parliamentary Service on +61 7 3553 6000.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are the author's, except where the e-mail makes it clear otherwise. The unauthorised publication of an e-mail and any
attachments generated for the official functions of the Parliamentary Service, the Legislative Assembly, its Committees or Members may constitute a
contempt of the Queensland Parliament. If the information contained in this e-mail and any attachments becomes the subject of any request under Right to
information legislation, the author or the Parliamentary Service should be notified.

Itis the addressee's responsibility to scan this message for viruses. The Parliamentary Service does not warrant that the information is free from any
virus,defect or error.
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Our Ref: FS:jjw/corresp/water/desal/18

23 October 2018

Hon Dr Anthony Lynham

Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy
PO Box 15216

CITY EAST QLD 4002

Email: sdnrm@ministerial.gld.gov.au

Dear Minister

| refer to a recent article in the Sunshine Coast Daily which refers to the possibility of another
desalination plant to be built on the Sunshine Coast or Brishane.

| note your previous advice of 5 June 2018, attached, where you confirm that Marcoola is not being
considered as a potential site for a desalination plant by Seqwater due to the site being required for
the expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport.

| respectfully seek your advice as to whether any other sites are being considered on the Sunshine
Coast, and what other options to boost the region’s water supply are being considered.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

X

sch4p4( 6) Personal information

Fiona Simpson MP

Member for Maroochydore

Shadow Minister for Employment and Small Business
Shadow Minister for Training and Skills Development

22-342 Suite 1, Cnr First & Memorial AvEiteias, Maroochydore Qld 4558 Page 15 of 40
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Date : 15/08/2022 9:41:08 AM

From: "Robert Hearn"

To : "Mark Breen" , "Trevor Dann"

Subject : FW: Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water Daily Briefing 15 Aug 2022
Attachment : regional development manufacturing and water daily briefing 2022-08-
15.pdf;image002.png;image 003.png;image 004.png;

FYI - Did you see the Sunway Mail article about WCRWS/political gridlock?

WATER WAR

A MULTIBILLION-dollar desalination plant could be built.
and avoid a contentious debate about recycled water. Water slmugsnesellnoccm amlu
growth, but Premier and Water Minister

BILLION-DOLLAR
WATER TORTURE|

cabinet over lwwmsecnremevegon 's water supply

HAYDEN JOHNSON® SEKCLIJSI\"E REPORT P8-9

A MULTIBILLION -dollar de- Palaszczuk ) _;md hosed down the politically
salination |1]al(_1l could be lJuJ:l[ \Y"\[t‘r Minister Sensitiv L.

on the Sunshine Coast amid Glenn Butcher over

cracks in the Palaszezuk gov-
ernment over how to secure
the region’s water supply and
avold a controversial debate
about recycled water.
The political gridlock at the
highest level of the Palaszczuk
government comes as Segq-
water finalises a critical study
which will warn of eardier-
than-expected water shorta-
ges due to South East
Queensland’s explosive

population growth.
Seqwater’s report will
urge the government to
invest in new water in
frastructure or face
shortages within  the
grid, which was on
the cusp of tough re-
strictions before
flooding rain arrived

in November.
However, a dis-
agreement  between
Premier Annastacia

22-342

how to droughtproof
the region is set to
come to a head - and
could result in bil-
lions of dollars being
spent on a new desal-
ination plant in Cal-
oundra  to  avoid
another public debate
and the controversy of

Ms Palaszczuk is open to
building the state’s second de-
salination plant on the Sun-
shine Coast, with sources
familiar with government dis-
cussions declaring it "certainly
an option” despite the cost
likely to exceed $1bn

However, Mr Butcher is
understood to be sceptical
about the significant invest-
ment amnd is instead a sup-
porter of increasing the supply
of recycled water. His support
is at odds with Ms Palaszcauk,
who has publicly and privately

A source familiar with Ms
Palaszczuk’s  position  said
that she was * re of the
public perception” about recy-
cled water, having experi-
enced the debate as a Beattie
government MP during the
millennium  drought of the
late 2000s.

Questions  to Ms Pal-
aszezuk’s office about her pos-
ition were answered by a
spokesman, who said her gov-
ernment was "not considering
expanding the use of recycled
water or building more recy-
cled water infrastructure”.

He did not respond toques-
tions about whether the Prem-
ier was supportive of a new
desalination facility.

Mr Butcher did not com-
ment on the desalination pro-
posal or his support  for
recycled water.

He said the government
had no plans to change the

File A
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level of recycled water in the
network while the South East
Queensland water grid re-
mains almost 90 per cent full.

“The government is not
considering increasing the use
of recyced water, or building
maore recycled water facilities”
he said.

“The SEQ Water Security
Program s expected 1o be re-
leased this vear.”

A site at Meridian Plains
near Caloundra  already
owned by Seqwater is tipped
to be the site of a new desali-
nation plant.

It would be Queensland’s
second after Tugun, which
cost $12bn, was opened in
2009 in response to the mil-
lennium drought.

That plant, while contro-
versial at the time, perma-
nently supplies water to the
South East Queensland grid.

The second desalination
plant could be built despite
South East Queensland's
$25bn Western Corridor Re-
cycled Water Scheme largely
sitting idle.

The scheme — which also
opened in 2008 in response to
the millennium drought — is
supplying industry and large
businesses with water that

would otherwise be drawn
from dams.

However, it can supply
purified recycled water to
Lake Wivenhoe once dam
storage drops below 40 per
cent capacity — but its use re-
mains controversial.

Seqwater last year delayed
the decision to begin restart-
ing the recycled water scheme
despite dam levels reaching
the 40 per cent trigger, before
summer’s above-average rain
and flooding meant the deci-
gion was no longer required.

The Palaszezuk govern-

ment has been reluctant to
discuss a retumn to recycled
waler, despile il being widely
used in cities including Los
Angeles, Singapore and Perth.

Seqwater’s Water Security
Program is expected to note
stronger-than-expected popu-
lation growth is likely to in-
crease the urgency for new
water infrastructure.

Seqwater CEQ Neil Bren-
nan dedined W say whether
the organisation supported a
dealination plant, or whether
any cost modelling had been
undertaken.

B
e
d
]

He also would not reveal
what procedure and cost was
required to increase the out-
put of recycled water to ser-
vice residential customers, but
aail Sequwater’s security re-
view was under way.

“Our current Water Secur-
ity Program is published on-
line and sets out our direction
for supplying SEQ’s drinking
water over the next 30 years”
he said.

“We periodically review
our plan and an updated ver-
sion will be completed and
published later this year.”

Rob Hearn

A/Director

Strategic Coordination and Economics | Water Infrastructure and Strategic Coordination
Department of Regional Development Manufacturing and Water

P07 3199 4895 M b) Personal

Robert.hearn@rdmw.gld.gov.au

From: Isentia Daily Briefings <DailyBriefings@isentia.com>

Sent: Monday, 15 August 2022 7:25 AM

To: DRDMW Media Clips

Subject: Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water Daily Briefing 15 Aug 2022

Isentia Logo |

- 1 . | - - T

Queensland
Government

Ministerial Mentions | Regional Development and Manufacturing | Water and

Catchments | National - Regional Development and Manufacturing | National - Water
and Catchments

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

e Sunday IVkil Brisbane reports that there is debate within the Queensland state government
around potential plans to build a multibillion dollar desalination plant on the Sunshine Coast,
as a critical studyis finalised by Seqwater, which will reveal water shortages are likely earlier
22-342 than expected due to population growth iy goatheast Queensland. Water Mnister Glenn Page 17 of 40



Butcher is thought to instead support increasing the supply of recycled water, reportedly at
odds with Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk, who is open to a desalination plant.

e The Courier IVail reports that at a press conference on Sunday morning, Queensland
government minister Mark Ryan said he was not aware of any decisions surrounding plans
to build a desalination plant. Minister Ryan suggested there were currently no plans to
change the state's water plan.

e The Australian reports that supply chain, workforce and cost pressures are risking Australia's
biggest manufacturing sector, food and grocery. Data obtained by The Australian reveals key
growth targets are not being met, with stagnant capital investment growth, a 0.9 per cent
increase in turnover and a major slump in sales.

e The Australian Financial Review reports that water allocation prices are likely to drop over the
next 12 months, and potentially stay low for another year, after the season opened with higher
allocations, fuller dams and an above-average rainfall outlook. The latest Aither Water
Markets report also suggests irrigators have entered the new season with a record amount of
unused water, carried over from the previous year.

MINISTERIAL MENTIONS

Water war water torture
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Edition Changes, 14/08/2022, Hayden Johnson, Page 1

Amultibillion-dollar desalination plant could be built on the Sunshine Coast amid division in the
Palaszczuk cabinet over how to secure the region's water supply and awid a contentious debate
about recycled water. Water shortages are set to occur earlier than expected due to South East
Queensland's explosive population growth, but Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and Water Minister
Glenn Butcher disagree on drought-proofing strategies.

Also reported by: Cairns Post (Online), Herald Sun (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), Geelong Advertiser
(Online), The Courier Mail (Online), Toowoomba Chronicle.(Online), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Gold
Coast Bulletin (Online), The Mercury (Online)

Read More

Premier, it's time for an informed discussion

Sunday Meil Brisbane, General New s, 14/08/2022, HaydendJohnson, Page 9

Itappears odd at first to fire up about water security while gardens are green and dams are full, buta
policy paralysis within the Palaszczuk government coupled with Mother Nature's unpredictability
makes such a discussion critical. Adisagreement between Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and her
Water Minister Glenn Butcher over whether recycled water should be used in the region's drinking
water has not reached boiling point, but tensions could increase if Mr Butcher is forced to sell a
multibillion-dollar desalination plant he isn't fully committed to.

Read More

News in brief

warw icktoday.comau, Other, 14/08/2022

Popular community recreation facilities at several dams and weirs in regional Queensland are in
line for a makeover as part of a five-year, $24.5 million upgrade program. Water Minister Glenn
Butcher said the funding will allow for a range of improvements to significantly enhance more than a
dozen recreation areas across the state.

Read More

4BC, Weekends, 14/08/2022, Spencer Howson

Interview with Dr Piet Filet, Capacity Building Lead for the Queensland Water Modelling Network at
the Griffith University's International Water Centre. He believes Water Minister Glenn Butcher's
proposal to increase recycled water supplyin the state's south eastis more viable and cost-effective
over Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk's proposal to build a desalination plant in the Sunshine Coast.
Filet says the infrastructure and technology for recycled water has been around since 2005. It follows
a new report from Seqwater urging the government to build new water infrastructure ahead of a
forecast water shortage for the state's south east.

Play Now
Back to Top
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING

Road to net zero passes through our gas fields
AFR Weekend, Editorials, 13/08/2022, Page 42

Two weeks ago, The Australian Financial Review suggested that the first response to a critical
domestic gas shortage should be to find more gas, rather than taking export gas away from
Australia's overseas customers.

Read More

$40b economy fuels SEQ's new engine room
Australian Financial Review , Cther, 15/08/2022

Around the world, new business precincts and innovation zones are changing the way enterprises
and residents connect with location and opportunity. From China's Greater Bay Area to Singapore's
Jurong Innovation District.

Read More

Winners: Mackay Whitsunday Housing and Construction Awards 2022
Cairns Post, Other, 14/08/2022, Rae Wilson

From premium education facilities to resort-style and contemporary family homes, this year's Mackay
Whitsunday building award entries were impressive. Asprawling hillside home boasting scenic
views of the ocean and rural inland has secured the prestigious title of 2022 House of the Year.

Also reported by: Adelaide Now (Online), Toowoomba Chronicle (Online), Gold Coast Bulléetin (Online)
Read More

Ipswich's historic wonders awaken for Galvanized festival

Ipswich First, Other, 12/08/2022, Jack Doonar

Hands-on blacksmithing workshops, haunting ghost tours, poker and prohibition party, a
spectacular miniature scale model of the city and the opportunity to make your own didgeridoo with
skilled First Nations craftspeople will be part the immersive program when Galvanized festival
returns next month. [...] “With modern-day Ipswich an advanced manufacturing hub, Galvanized will
transport the community and visitors back in time to when our region was Queensland’s centre for
heawyindustry,” Mayor Harding said.

Read More

Back to Top

WATER AND CATCHMENTS

How recycled H20 debate missed Mark
Courier Maily General News, 15/08/2022, Jack McKay, Page 17

Palaszczuk government Minister Mark Ryan has sidestepped questioning over whether he would
drink recycled water, as he insisted there were no moves to change the state's water plan. It follows
revelations in The Sunday Mail that a multi-billion dollar desalination plant could be built on the
Sunshine Coast to awid another public debate on recycled drinking water.

Also reported by: Cairns Post (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), The Courier Mail (Online)

Read More

Wyaralong secures major regatta
Beaudesert Bulletin, General New's, 12/08/2022, Susie Cunningham, Page 36

Wyaralong Dam will play host to the state's best rowers and all their supporters after the region
secured the 2022 Queensland Grade Championship Rowing Regatta. The regatta, set for 3 - 4
December, is being spruiked as an event that will reinvigorate the local economy.

Read More

Defending budget spend
Gynpie Today, General New's, 12/08/2022, Arthur Gorrie, Page 1

Long term Gympie Regional Council watcher, Kathy Little Walker, has defended council budget
spending, as criticised by Cr Dolly Jensen, who voted against it. And so has another councillor at the
budget meeting, Dan Stewart.

Read More
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Lone voice on spending concern
Gynpie Today, General New's, 12/08/2022, Arthur Gorrie, Page 2

Gympie region councillor Dolly Jensen has blasted claimed overspending in the new council budget,
saying she voted against it for reasons aligned to her "back to basics" election pledge. Cr Jensen
was the only councillor to vote against last month's council budget and says she gave her reasons at
the special meeting, where the budget was adopted.

Read More

Rainbow Beach is readying to respond and recover

Gynpie Today, General New's, 12/08/2022, Scott Taylor, Page 26

The Rainbow Beach Community Centre is readying itself for establishing a Community Disaster
Centre Facility for any future events that nature throws at us. This Coastal community developed
within the surrounds of National Parks, World Heritage Park, K'Gari Island, and the Great Sandy
Straits shares its locale with the forces of nature including bush fires, cyclones, and seasonal big
seas and tides.

Read More

Surf pool fears surface

Weekend Gold Coast Bulletin, General New's, 13/08/2022, Paul Weston and Alasdair Belling; Page 24

The $300m Club Parkwood wave pool tourism project will need to prove it will not further add to the
shocking floods that affect the suburb during extreme weather. City officers have flagged concerns
about the proposal, asking for information on "flood hazard and stormwater management and flood
emergency matters".

Read More

The Indigenous ranger program begins in Mamu country
Wet Tropic Times, General New's, 12/08/2022, Page 10

The Innisfail region now has Mamu indigenous rangers caring for country - and a new water
monitoring project exciting both elders and the younger generation. The first four Mamu rangers are
on board. "This is a good feeling, to be moving forward," senior ranger Francis Joyce says.

Read More

Channel 7, Weekend Sunrise, 14/08/2022, Angela Cox and Matt Doran

Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk reportedly wants to open a desalination plan on the
Sunshine Coast despite costs expected to exceed $1 billion. The proposed measure follows a new
report urging the government to build new water infrastructure ahead of a forecast water shortage for
the state's south east.

Also reported by: Channel 7 (Adelaide), Channel 7 (Brisbane), Channel 7 (Melbourne), Channel 7 (Perth),
Seven ACT (Canberra)

Play Now
Back to Top

NATIONAL - REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING

Three key factors on the path to 43pc
AFR Weekend, General News, 13/08/2022, Jacob Greber, Page 15

Adecade from now, Australia's economy will be in the midst of the most dramatic overhaul since at
least the 1980s. That's if decisions made in coming months by the Albanese government,
businesses and consumers successfully deliver.

Read More
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Falling exports add to pressure on food, grocery industry

The Australian, General New's, 15/08/2022, Geoff Chambers, Page 4

The viability of the nation's biggest manufacturing sector is atrisk from rising supply chain, workforce
and cost pressures, with the $134bn food and groceryindustry revealing a 17.1 per cent plunge in
exports. Food and grocery manufacturers, which employ almost 273,000 workers, have recorded
another year of stagnant capital investment growth despite benefiting from a surge in domestic
sales during the pandemic.

Read More

90 days in power

Northern Territory New's, General News, 13/08/2022, Raphaella Saroukos, Page 1

It's been 90 days since Natasha Fyles defied factional odds to become the 12th Chief Minister of the
Northern Territory and second female to hold the role. [...] This alongside her other highlight — Darwin
becoming the manufacturing hub for the Albatross G-111T amphibious aircraft.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Herald Sun (Online), Toowoomba Chronicle (Online)
Cairns Post (Online)

Read More

NATIONAL - WATER AND CATCHMENTS Back to Top

Irrigators in clover as water prices plunge

Australian Financial Review, Property, 15/08/2022, Nick Lenaghan, Page 32

Rural Irrigators in the southern Murray-Darling Basin can look forward to lower water allocation
prices over the next 12 months and perhaps even the following year after opening the season with
higher allocations, fuller dams and an above-average rainfall.

Read More

Number games don't convey how far basin plan has come

Canberra Times, General News, 15/08/2022, Caire Miller, Page 16

Many people maywell be shocked by slow progress towards an extra 450 gigalitres for the
environment under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, but the headlines do not tell the whole story. The
basin plan is not perfect, but it is very far from the failure too many politicians and stakeholders want
the Australian public to believe.

Read More

Mouth, basin under threat

Feurieu Sun;General News, 11/08/2022, Dani Brown, Page 3

There are rising concerns from the local Murray-Darling Basin region about the future of the Murray
Mouth and the wider basin following the release of a report about the Water for the Environment
Special Account (WESA). Murray-Darling Association Southern Basin vice-president Melissa
Rebbeck has called for the 450 gigalitres promised for the river system to be delivered in full and on
time.

Read More

Commonwealth 'ignores Basin Plan facts and history"

Midura Weekly, General New's, 12/08/2022, Page 12

The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) has raised concerns that the Commonwealth Government is
rewriting historyin an attempt to buyback and deliver water to South Australia tinder the Murray
Darling Basin Plan. VFF Water Council Chair Andrew Leahy said the response from Water Mnister
Tanya Plibersek to South Australian MP Rebekha Sharkie's question in Parliament this week ignored
the history behind the 450GL up-water target.

Read More
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Hope springs eternal in river documentary

West Australian, Other, 15/08/2022, Stephanie Gardiner

As water returns to a creek off the Macquarie River for the first time in years, the landscape
transforms in an instant. The bone-dry ground soaks up the bubbling water, flowing fast enough to
snap twigs and branches, as insects scramble to higher ground. "That just does your heart good,"
onlooker Bill Phillips says, his woice swelling with emotion.

Also reported by: Yahoo! News Australia (Online), Canberra Times (Online), Daily Mail Australia (Online)

Read More

Basin plan report reveals delays
KyabramFree Press, Other, 12/08/2022, Geoff Adans

The latest sixmonthly update on the Murray-Darling Basin Plan shows the target for water recoveryis
close, but reveals some significant delays in parts of the plan. The 'report card' repeats earlier
acknowledgements that there is slow progress on reaching the 450 Gl of 'up-water' and notes that
only one of the 20 water resource plans in NSW has been completed.

Also reported by: Cobram Courier (Online), Deniliquin Pastoral Times (Online), Benalla Ensign (Online), The
Telegraph (Seymour) (Online)

Read More

Controversy over Northern Territory cotton industry continues

New castle Herald, Other, 13/08/2022, Annie Hesse

Areport, commissioned by the Environment Centre NT and an alliance of scientists, local
communities and non-government organisations, warns that the establishment of a cotton industry
in the Northern Territory could jeopardise river systems, threatening their unique biodiversity and
putting at risk the NT's lucrative fishing and tourism industries. But cotton growers are calling the
report 'a work of fiction'.

Also reported by: Wagga Wagqga Daily Advertiser (Online), lilanarra Mercury (Online), Daily Liberal (Online),
North Queensland Register (Online), Tasmanian Examiner (Online), The Border. Mail (Online), The North West

Star (Online)

Read More

Water levels on a high
Sunraysia Daily, Other, 13/08/2022

Full water storages coupled with a 50 per cent chance of another La Nina in 2022-23 are driving
management strategies in the River Murray System for the year ahead, according to the MDBAs
2022-23 annual operating outlook. Murray-Darling Basin Authority river management executive
director Andrew Reynolds said southern Basin storages were at an unusually high level heading into
the irrigation season, and it was likely that wet conditions and high flows would persist for at least
the next few months.

Read More

Australia is failing to deliver on the UN Rights of Indigenous people

The National Tribune, Other, 13/08/2022

Itis now well recognised that Indigenous peoples worldwide have a binding relationship to Earth
and Nature which is integral to their health and wellbeing. In 2007 the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples , (UNDRIP), was announced.

Read More

ABC Radio Sydney, Weekend Evenings, 13/08/2022, Christine Anu

Inteniew with David Littleproud, Nationals Leader. He blasts Agriculture Minister Murray Watt for
"misunderstanding" the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. Littleproud also accuses Water Minister Tanya
Plibersek of "rewriting" the plan by including 450 gigalitres that will be taken off the consumptive
pool. He urges Wyatt and Plibersek to instead focus on measures that will ease the problems that

PR§IReamBifigs have already suffered from.
gﬁment continues on: Radio National. (Sydney), Radi cﬁf)’ National (Perth), Radio Natlonal (Melbourne), Radio

05 SNSRI 0 8 w5

ona /sbare711 "F\%gfloyNat/onal (Adelaide)
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National - Water and Catchments

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

e Sunday Mail Brisbane reports that there is debate within the Queensland state government
around potential plans to build a multibillion dollar desalination plant on the Sunshine Coast,
as a critical study is finalised by Seqwater, which will reveal water shortages are likely earlier
than expected due to population growth in Southeast Queensland. Water Minister Glenn
Butcher is thought to instead support increasing the supply of recycled water, reportedly at
odds with Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk, who is open to a desalination plant.

e The Courier Mail reports that ata press conference on Sunday morning, Queensland
government minister Mark Ryan said he was not aware of any decisions surrounding plans to
build a desalination plant. Minister Ryan suggested there were currently no plans to change
the state's water plan.

e The Australian reports that supply chain, workforce and cost pressures are risking Australia's
biggest manufacturing sector, food and grocery. Data obtained by The Australian reveals key
growth targets are not being met, with stagnant capital investment growth, a 0.9 per cent
increase inturnover and a major slump in sales.

e The Australian Financial Review reports that water allocation prices are likely to drop over the
next 12 months, and potentially stay low for another year, after the season opened with higher
allocations, fuller dams and an above-average rainfall outlook. The latest Aither Water

Markets report also suggests irrigators have entered the new season with a record amount of
unused water, carried over from the previous year.

MINISTERIAL MENTIONS

Water war water torture
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Edition Changes, 14/08/2022, Hayden Johnson, Page 1

A multibillion-dollar desalination plant could be built on the Sunshine Coast amid division in the
Palaszczuk cabinet over how to secure the region's water supply and avoid a contentious debate
about recycled water. Water shortages are setto occur earlier than expected due to South East
Queensland's explosive population growth, but Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and Water Minister
Glenn Butcher disagree on drought-proofing strategies.

223 4élso reported by: Cairns Post (Online), Herald Sun (O 'ne&, Adelaide Now (Online), Geelong Advertiser ( é;n/ine? of 4

The Courier Mail (Online), Toowoomba Chronicle (Online), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Gold Coast Bulletin
(Online), The Mercury (Online), Release
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Read More

Premier, it's time for an informed discussion
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 14/08/2022, Hayden Johnson, Page 9

It appears odd at first to fire up about water security while gardens are green and dams are full, but a
policy paralysis within the Palaszczuk government coupled with Mother Nature's unpredictability
makes such a discussion critical. A disagreement between Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and her
Water Minister Glenn Butcher over whether recycled water should be used in the region's drinking
water has not reached boiling point, but tensions could increase if Mr Butcher is forced to sell a
multibillion-dollar desalination plant he isn't fully committed to.

Read More

News in brief
warwicktoday.com.au, Other, 14/08/2022

Popular community recreation facilities at several dams and weirs in regional Queensland are in line
for a makeover as part of a five-year, $24.5 million upgrade program. Water Minister Glenn Butcher
said the funding will allow for a range of improvements to significantly enhance more than a dozen
recreation areas across the state.

Read More

4BC, Weekends, 14/08/2022, Spencer Howson

Interview with Dr Piet Filet, Capacity Building Lead for the Queensland Water Modelling Network at
the Griffith University's International Water Centre. He believes Water Minister Glenn Butcher's
proposal to increase recycled water supply in the state's south east is more viable and cost-effective
over Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk's proposal to build a desalination plantin the Sunshine Coast.
Filet says the infrastructure and technology for recycled water has been around since 2005. It follows
a new report from Seqwater urging the government to build new water infrastructure ahead of a
forecast water shortage for the state's south east.

Play_Now

Back to Top

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING

Road to net zero passes through our gas fields

AFR Weekend;.Editorials, 13/08/2022, Page 42

Two weeks ago, The Australian Financial Review suggested that the first response to a critical
domestic gas shortage should be to find more gas, rather than taking export gas away from
Australia's overseas customers.

Read More

$40b economy fuels SEQ's hew engine room

Australian Financial Review, Other, 15/08/2022

Around the world, new business precincts and innovation zones are changing the way enterprises
and residents connect with location and opportunity. From China's Greater Bay Area to Singapore's
Jurong Innovation District.

Read More

Winners: Mackay Whitsunday Housing and Construction Awards 2022
Cairns Post, Other, 14/08/2022, Rae Wilson

From premium education facilities to resort-style and contemporary family homes, this year's Mackay
Whitsunday building award entries were impressive. A sprawling hillside home boasting scenic views

of the ocean and rural inland has secured the pre_sti%\ious titte of 2022 House of the Year.
File Page 24 of 40
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Read More

Ipswich's historic wonders awaken for Galvanized festival
Ipswich First, Other, 12/08/2022, Jack Doonar

Hands-on blacksmithing workshops, haunting ghost tours, poker and prohibition party, a spectacular
miniature scale model of the city and the opportunity to make your own didgeridoo with skilled First
Nations craftspeople will be part the immersive program when Galvanized festival returns next month.
[...] “With modern-day Ipswich an advanced manufacturing hub, Galvanized will transport the
community and visitors back in time to when our region was Queensland’s centre for heavy industry,”
Mayor Harding said.

Read More

Back to Top

WATER AND CATCHMENTS

How recycled H20 debate missed Mark
Courier Mail, General News, 15/08/2022, Jack McKay, Page 17

Palaszczuk government Minister Mark Ryan has sidestepped questioning over whether he would
drink recycled water, as he insisted there were no moves to change the state's water plan. It follows
revelations in The Sunday Mail that a multi-billion dollar desalination plant could be built on the
Sunshine Coast to avoid another public debate on recycled drinking water.

Read More

Wyaralong secures major regatta

Beaudesert Bulletin, General News, 12/08/2022, Susie Cunningham, Page 36

Wyaralong Dam will play host to the state's best rowers and all their supporters after the region
secured the 2022 Queensland Grade Championship Rowing Regatta. The regatta, setfor 3 - 4
December, is being spruiked as an event that will reinvigorate the local economy.

Read More

Defending budget spend

Gympie Today, General News, 12/08/2022, Arthur Gorrie, Page 1

Long term Gympie Regional Council watcher, Kathy Little Walker, has defended council budget
spending, as criticised by Cr Dolly Jensen, who voted againstit. And so has another councillor at the
budget meeting, Dan Stewart.

Read More

Lone voice on spending concern
Gympie Today, General News, 12/08/2022, Arthur Gorrie, Page 2

Gympie region councillor Dolly Jensen has blasted claimed overspending in the new council budget,
saying she voted against it for reasons aligned to her "back to basics" election pledge. Cr Jensen was
the only councillor to vote against last month's council budget and says she gave her reasons at the
special meeting, where the budget was adopted.

Read More

Rainbow Beach is readying to respond and recover
Gympie Today, General News, 12/08/2022, Scott Taylor, Page 26

The Rainbow Beach Community Centre is readying itself for establishing a Community Disaster

Centre Facility for any future events that nature throws at us. This Coastal community developed

within the surrounds of National Parks, World Heritage Park, K'Gari Island, and the Great Sandy
22_34§tralts shares its locale with the forces of nature E]%Ig\dmg bush fires, cyclones, and seasonal b,gge 25 of 40

seas and tides.



Read More

Surf pool fears surface
Weekend Gold Coast Bulletin, General News, 13/08/2022, Paul Weston and Alasdair Belling, Page 24

The $300m Club Parkwood wave pool tourism project will need to prove it will not further add to the
shocking floods that affect the suburb during extreme weather. City officers have flagged concerns
about the proposal, asking for information on "flood hazard and stormwater management and flood
emergency matters".

Read More

The Indigenous ranger program begins in Mamu country
Wet Tropic Times, General News, 12/08/2022, Page 10

The Innisfail region now has Mamu indigenous rangers caring for country - and a new water
monitoring project exciting both elders and the younger generation. The first four Mamu rangers are
on board. "This is a good feeling, to be moving forward," senior ranger Francis Joyce says.

Read More

Channel 7, Weekend Sunrise, 14/08/2022, Angela Cox and Matt Doran

Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk reportedly wants to open a desalination plan on the
Sunshine Coast despite costs expected to exceed $1 billion. The proposed measure follows a new
report urging the government to build new water infrastructure ahead of a forecast water shortage for
the state's south east.

Also reported by: Channel 7 (Adelaide), Channel 7 (Brisbane), Channel .7 (Melbourne), Channel 7 (Perth), Seven
ACT (Canberra)

Play Now

Back to Top

NATIONAL - REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING

Three key factors on the path to 43pc
AFR Weekend, General News,13/08/2022;Jacob Greber, Page 15
A decade from now, Australia's economy will be in the midst of the most dramatic overhaul since at

least the 1980s. That's if decisions made in coming months by the Albanese government, businesses
and consumers successfully deliver.

Read More

Falling exports add to pressure on food, grocery industry

The Australian, General News, 15/08/2022, Geoff Chambers, Page 4

The viability of the nation's biggest manufacturing sector is atrisk from rising supply chain, workforce
and cost pressures, with the $134bn food and grocery industry revealing a 17.1 per cent plunge in
exports. Food and grocery manufacturers, which employ almost 273,000 workers, have recorded
another year of stagnant capital investment growth despite benefiting from a surge in domestic sales
during the pandemic.

Read More

90 days in power
Northern Territory News, General News, 13/08/2022, Raphaella Saroukos, Page 1

It's been 90 days since Natasha Fyles defied factional odds to become the 12th Chief Minister of the
Northern Territory and second female to hold the role. [...] This alongside her other highlight — Darwin
becoming the manufacturing hub for the Albatross G-111T amphibious aircraft.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Herald Sun (Online), Toowoomba Chronicle (Online), Cairns
22-34post (Online) File A Page 26 of 40
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NATIONAL - WATER AND CATCHMENTS

Irrigators in clover as water prices plunge

Australian Financial Review, Property, 15/08/2022, Nick Lenaghan, Page 32

Rural Irrigators in the southern Murray-Darling Basin can look forward to lower water allocation prices
over the next 12 months and perhaps even the following year after opening the season with higher
allocations, fuller dams and an above-average rainfall.

Read More

Number games don't convey how far basin plan has come
Canberra Times, General News, 15/08/2022, Claire Miller, Page 16

Many people may well be shocked by slow progress towards an extra 450 gigalitres for the
environment under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, but the headlines do not tell the whole story. The
basin plan is not perfect, but it is very far from the failure too many politicians and stakeholders want
the Australian public to believe.

Read More

Mouth, basin under threat
Fleurieu Sun, General News, 11/08/2022, Dani Brown, Page 3

There are rising concerns from the local Murray-Darling Basin region about the future of the Murray
Mouth and the wider basin following the release of a report about the Water for the Environment
Special Account (WESA). Murray-Darling Association Southern Basin vice-president Melissa
Rebbeck has called for the 450 gigalitres promised for the river system to be delivered in full and on
time.

Read More

Commonwealth 'ignores Basin Plan facts and history"
Mildura Weekly, General News, 12/08/2022, Page 12

The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) has raised concerns that the Commonwealth Government is
rewriting history in an attemptto buyback and deliver water to South Australia tinder the Murray
Darling Basin Plan. VFF Water Council Chair Andrew Leahy said the response from Water Minister
Tanya Plibersek to South Australian MP Rebekha Sharkie's question in Parliament this week ignored
the history behind the 450GL up-water target.

Read More

Hope springs eternal in river documentary
West Australian, Other, 15/08/2022, Stephanie Gardiner

As water returns to a creek off the Macquarie River for the firsttime in years, the landscape transforms
in an instant. The bone-dry ground soaks up the bubbling water, flowing fast enough to snap twigs
and branches, as insects scramble to higher ground. "That just does your heart good," onlooker Bill
Phillips says, his voice swelling with emotion.

Read More

Basin plan report reveals delays
Kyabram Free Press, Other, 12/08/2022, Geoff Adams

The latest six monthly update on the Murray-Darling Basin Plan shows the target for water recovery is
close, but reveals some significant delays in parts of the plan. The 'report card' repeats earlier
acknowledgements that there is slow progress on reaching the 450 Gl of 'up-water' and notes that

only one of the 20 water resource plans in NSW has been completed.
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Read More

Controversy over Northern Territory cotton industry continues
Newcastle Herald, Other, 13/08/2022, Annie Hesse

A report, commissioned by the Environment Centre NT and an alliance of scientists, local
communities and non-government organisations, warns that the establishment of a cotton industry in
the Northern Territory could jeopardise river systems, threatening their unique biodiversity and putting
atrisk the NT's lucrative fishing and tourism industries. But cotton growers are calling the report ‘a
work of fiction'.

Also reported by: Wagga Wagga Daily Advertiser (Online), lllawarra Mercury (Online), Daily Liberal (Online),
North Queensiland Register (Online), Tasmanian Examiner (Online), The Border Mail (Online), The North West
Star (Online),

Read More

Water levels on a high

Sunraysia Daily, Other, 13/08/2022

Full water storages coupled with a 50 per cent chance of another La Nina in 2022-23 are driving
management strategies in the River Murray System for the year ahead, according to the MDBA's
2022-23 annual operating outlook. Murray—Darling Basin Authority river management executive
director Andrew Reynolds said southern Basin storages were at an unusually high level heading into
the irrigation season, and it was likely that wet conditions and high flows would persist for at least the
next few months.

Read More

Australia is failing to deliver on the UN Rights of Indigenous people
The National Tribune, Other, 13/08/2022

Itis now well recognised that Indigenous peoples worldwide have a binding relationship to Earth and
Nature which is integral to their health and wellbeing. In 2007 the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples , (UNDRIP), was announced.

Read More

ABC Radio Sydney, Weekend Evenings, 13/08/2022, Christine Anu

Interview with David Littleproud, Nationals Leader. He blasts Agriculture Minister Murray Watt for
"misunderstanding” the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. Littleproud also accuses Water Minister Tanya
Plibersek of "rewriting" the plan by including 450 gigalitres that will be taken off the consumptive pool.
He urges Wyattand Plibersek to instead focus on measures that will ease the problems that basin
communities have already suffered from.

Segment continues on: Radio National (Sydney), Radio National (Perth), Radio National (Melbourne), Radio
National (Hobart), Radio National (Canberra), Radio National (Brisbane), Radio National (Adelaide)

Play_Now
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Date : 14/06/2019 11:12:51 AM

From: "HEARN Robert"

To : "Jarrod Cowley-Grimmond" , ""Mark Breen" , ""Grace Gowen" , '"Daniel Goodchild"

Subject : FW: Seqwater HIB re land purchase on the Sunshine Coast

Attachment : 13 06 2019 - Seqwater HIB- Sunshine Coast land purchase
FINAL.pdf;image6e8112.PNG;image825cfb. PNG;image 001.png;image002.png;image003.png;image 004.png;image 005. png;image007.jpg;

FYl —Seqwater is intending to make an offer to Unity Water to purchase land at Meridan Plains as a possible site for new bulk water supply
infrastructure on the Sunshine Coast:

Schedule 3, section 2(1)(b) - Consideration of Cabinet

The land comprises two properties with a combined area of 53.6 hectares, is near a bulk water main pipeline, 4.5km from the coast, and there is a
planned power transmission corridor nearby. The land would be suitable for desalination or recycled water options, however the purchase does
not lock Seqwater into either option, and Seqwater will continue its planning work for future augmentation options.

Seqwater is offering $2.05 million which is marginally over its estimated market value of $1.975m

Rob Hearn
Manager
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy

P 07 3199 4895 E: Robert.hearn@dnrme.gld.gov.au

From: WMS Entities Governance <WMS.EntitiesGovernance@dnrme.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 14 June 2019 7:59 AM

To: HEARN Robert; BREEN Mark; CHAPMAN Mary

Subject: FW: Seqwater HIB re land purchase on the Sunshine Coast

FYI

From: Mike Foster sch4p4( 6) Personal information

Sent: Thursday, 13 June 2019 5:03 PM

To: Zanatta Simon; 'Finn McCarthy'; David Potter @ Ministerial

Cc: WMS Entities Governance; DLO DNRME; DOBE Linda; ZERBA Bernadette; Trevor Dann; WISKAR David
Subject: Seqwater HIB re land purchase on the Sunshine Coast

Simon/co
Please find follow up to earlier advice re Seqwater HIB on potential land purchase for future water supply on the Sunshine Coast.
Happy to discuss.

Will advise the outcome of the expression of interest process next week.
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Cheers
Mike

Mike Foster Manager External Relations

@seqwater GEEEA

a 117 Brisbane Street | PO Box 328 | Ipswich QLD 4305

p (07) 3035 5545 | w www .seqw ater.comau

our vison WATER FOR LIFE | our promise SAFE FOR LIFE | our values INTEGRITY RESPECT CARE COURAGE

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, catchments and waterways on which we work. We pay our respects to Elders past,
present and emerging.

Thisemail, including any attachments, may contain confidential or legally privileged information for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any review,.use, distribution, or disclosure by others
isstrictly prohibited. Receipt of this email by anyone other than the intended recipient is not intended to, and does not, waive legal privilege or confidentiality.

Thisemail and any attachments are also subject to copyright. No part of them isto be reproduced, adapted or transmitted without the written permission of Queendand Bulk Water Supply
Authority (trading as Seqwater). If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and delete all copies of this message from your system.
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To The Hon. Dr Anthony Lynham MP From Neil Brennan
Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Chief Executive Officer,
Energy Seqwater

Date 13 June 2019

Subject Land Purchase — Possible long-term future Bulk Supply Augmentation Site

URGENT CONFIDENTIAL 0 ROUTINE [J FOR APPROVAL FOR INFORMATION

O Noted O Further info required | Minister Date / /
Comments:
DNRME Reference No. CTS
RECOMMENDATION

The Minister notes Seqwater will make an offer to Unitywater to purchase land for a
possible future bulk supply augmentation on the Sunshine Coast, in particular:

a. Current planning indicates major water supply augmentation in south east
Queensland is not required until around 2040. This augmentation will be needed
on the Sunshine Coast.

b. Sites for major water supply augmentation are scarce and becoming scarcer with
population growth.

c. Itis common practice for utilities to secure strategic land to keep options open to
service growth.

d. Unitywater recently advised Seqwater of a process for the sale of Unitywater land
at a site that could be suitable for a future desalination or recycled water plant.

e. Seqgwater will be submitting an offer today to purchase such land, at Meridian
Plains, Sunshine Coast, for $2.05M.

f. Seqwater is in the early stages of its long-term supply planning, which will take at
least two or three more years to identify preferred options. This land may or may
not be required following this assessment, and the purchase of the land does not
suggest any decisions have been made.

g. The cost of the purchase will have an immaterial impact on bulk water prices.

BACKGROUND

22-342

In 2017, Seqwater’'s Water Security Program (the Program) identified the need to augment
the bulk supply system in the future, by around 2040.

The Program identified a number of possible supply options, including desalination and
recycled water. No preferred option was identified.

This next major augmentation will be required on the Sunshine Coast, given population
growth and the limited water sources in the area.

Schedule 3, section 2(1)(b) - Consideration of Cabinet

Land for future sites is scarce. Seqwater previously had earmarked land at Marcoola near
the Maroochydore Airport, however in 2015 this land was instead made available for airport
expansion.

As part of the land transfer the Sunshine Coast Council committed to assisting Seqwater
secure a future water supply source.
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The Queensland Water Commission undertook a siting review in 2006 and shortlisted some
13 sites. Of these shortlisted sites only four remain unhindered by development,
demonstrating that suitable sites are becoming scarce.

Schedule 3, section 2(1)(b) - Consideration of Cabinet

The siting study is only a preliminary assessment and more detailed studies may reveal
better options elsewhere.
Seqwater previously considered purchasing land at Meridian Plains, north-west of
Caloundra, offered for sale by a private vendor. Seqwater decided to not proceed as the
vendor was asking well above market rates. Instead, Seqwater decided to monitor the
situation (the land is still on the market) and undertake more detailed siting studies, which
are now almost complete.
Unitywater has offered land for sale at Meridian Plains, through an expression of interest
(EQI). Seqwater was only made aware of the sale process on Friday, 7 June, 2019 after the
initial EOI had closed. Unitywater has agreed to allow Seqwater to submit an offer, which
must be made by close of business on 13 June, 2019.
The two parcels on offer have been independently valued for Seqwater at $1.975M, and
Seqwater will be offering just over this valuation at $2.05M given the significance of this
opportunity.
The important details are:

a. two properties with a combined area of 53.6 hectares;

b. near a bulk water main pipeline;

c. approximately 4.5 kilometres directly from the coast;

d. planned power transmission corridor nearby.
The site has a long history with water supply, and previously formed an off-stream storage
harvesting scheme, servicing the Township of Caloundra. This scheme has since become
redundant and existing infrastructure (Off stream storage — Ring Tank) on the site is in a
semi-decommissioned (safe) state.

COMMUNICATION

22-342

¢ Unitywater have indicated they are likely to advise Seqwater and other bidders of the
outcome on or around 17 June 2019.

o If successful, Seqwater does not intend to make any announcement.

o The key messages should Segwater be successful are as follows:

a. Seqwater's 2017 Water Security Program identified a number of possible options
for long-term supply augmentation, including recycled water and desalination.
Augmentation was not required to be in place until about 2040.

b. Seqwater is continuing this planning and will not make any decisions about future
sources for a number of years. Communities and stakeholders will be consulted
as part of more detailed planning.

c. Seqwater has purchased land from Unitywater near Meridian Plains on the
Sunshine Coast. This land, which includes a disused water storage, could be
suitable for a future water source on the Sunshine Coast (including desalination
or recycled water).

d. Segwater wants to keep all options open for future water sources, and preserve
where possible potential future sites.

e. Seqwater does not have resumption powers, and instead looks to purchase land
that could be used to service population growth as it comes onto the market.
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f.  This purchase is opportunistic, and no decisions have been made about future
development for some years.
g. The cost of the purchase will have an immaterial impact on bulk water prices.
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Site A1 and B — Desalination sites only
Meridian Plains (Ring Tank) cluster — Desalination and or Purified Recycled Water sites
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The Hon Dr Anthony Lynham MP
Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy

Queensland
Government

Ref MO/18/3098 1 William Street Brisbane

CTS 32070/18 PO Box 15216 City East
Queensland 4002 Australia

1 2 NOV 2018 Telephone +61 7 3719 7360
Email nrm@ministerial.qld.gov.au

www.dnrme.qld.gov.au

Ms Fiona Simpson MP

Member for Maroochydore

Suite 1

Corner First and Memorial Avenues
MAROOCHYDORE QLD 4558

rly i
Dear Ms Simpson > il
B

Thank you for your letter of 23 October 2018 regarding the possibility of another desalination
plant being built on the Sunshine Coast or Brisbane. | understand you are seeking advice on
Seqwater's water supply plans and whether any sites on the Sunshine Coast are being
considered for a desalination plant.

Seqwater’s long-term water supply plan is called ‘Water for life — South East Queensland’s
Water Security Program 2016—-2046’ (Water for Life) and the document is publicly available on
Seqwater’s website www.seqwater.com.au.

Water for Life identifies that no new water source in South East Queensland will be required
until after 2030 and close to 2040, providing there is no severe drought or sharp rise in
consumption. The next new water supply source in South East Queensland will however likely
be needed on the Sunshine Coast due to projected population growth in the region.

Seqwater is preparing a revised version of Water for Life (version 3), to be published in 2022,
and is investigating a number of options for bulk water sources around the Sunshine Coast
including a new desalination plant, off-stream storage from the Mary River, raising of
Borumba Dam and water recycling. No preferred option has been identified and there is
sufficient time to investigate all options to find an optimal solution for the region before a
decision needs to be made. This will include looking for potential sites for the different options
being considered.

As part of its ongoing planning, Seqwater launched its Water Future community education and
engagement plan as part of developing the next version of Water for Life. | was pleased to
launch the education element of the program (H20 Kids) at Nambour State College in
October 2018.

If you have ayquestions, please contact Mr Simon Zanatta, Chief of Staff who will be pleased
to assist youand can be contacted on 3719 7360.

Yours gincerely / / Pl

sch4p4( 6) Personal information

Dr Anthopy' Lynham NP
Ministerfor Natural Res?){ces, Mines and E(ergy
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Date : 15/03/2023 12:59:36 PM

From: "Carla Mears"

To : "Mark Breen" , ""Correspondence"

Subject : RE: Desal corro

Attachment :
image009.png;image010.png;image011.png;image(12.png;image013.png;image014.png;image015.png;image016.jpg;image017.png;i
mage74415¢.PNG;imageb7df4a. PNG;image8a8623.PNG;image0bd7d5.PNG;image 1b24d2.PNG;imagece707d. PNG;image 2bdf92.JP
G;

Caution: this message came from outside of the organisation.
Be careful before clicking any link or attachment.

Hi Mark,
Looks great, thanks for sharing.

Thanks,
Carla

Carla Mears Corporate Communications TeamLeader

@ seqwater

a 117 Brisbane Street | PO Box 328 | Ipswich QLD 4305
m|6) Personal || w www .seqw ater.comau

Seqwater is committed to flexible work Our people may have arangementsin place that mean they send emails outside of normal business hours. e value your time and there isno
expectation you respond to these emails outside of your working hours.

Dam Release Notification Service

" SMS | EMAIL | LANDLINE | SEQWATER APP

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, catchments and waterways on which we work. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

From: Mark Breen <Mark.Breen@rdmw.qld.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 15 March 2023 12:56 PM

To: Correspondence <correspondence @seqwater.com.au>; Carla Mears <Carla.Mears@seqwater.com.au>
Subject: FW: Desal corro

Hi Carla—our draft reply as follows (thanks for yourinput). Please let me know of any suggested changes:

‘Dear Mr Bleijie

Thank you for your dated 12 December 2022 regarding Seqwater’s purchase of land located at Merdian Plains.

Seqwater is constantly planning for the region’s ongoing water security. Seqwater's Water Security Program (W SP) sets out projected
water demand from industry and the community over the next 30 years, and maps out the infrastructure necessary to address it, and

when it is needed.

The WSP considers not only water demand but also projected rainfall, climate change, and other factors impacting supply, so water

planning ensures supply matches demand. An update to the WSP is underway and the report will be made available to South East
Queensland communities once this work is finalised.

Sequwater holds a parcel of land near Meridan Plains on the Sunshine Coast, which was acquired from Unitywater in 2019. Like other
utilities and authorities, land purchases are at times undertaken to support strategic planning. No decisions have been made on any

potential development of this land.

Seqwater follows a stringent approach to major projects, which includes ensuring any social or environmental impacts of a project are
considered and managed appropriately, with the right environmental approvals in place.

As with any major Seqwater project that may have community impacts, Seqwater will ensure South East Queensland communities are
engaged and kept informed of any confirmed future water security infrastructure’.
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Thanks.
Mark

Mark Breen

Senior Policy Officer, Full time Monday to Friday

Strategic Coordination and Economics | Water Infrastructure and Strategic Coordination
Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water

P: (07) 31660116

E: mark.breen@rdmw.qgld.gov.au

A: Level 5, 1 William St, Brisbane, QLD 4000
W: www.rdmw.qgld.gov.au

Government

From: Robert Hearn <Robert.Hearn@rdmw.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 15 March 2023 9:52 AM

To: Carla Mears

Cc: Merryl Swan; Mark Breen

Subject: RE: Desal corro

Yeah, good idea. We’ll send the draft through shortly.

Rob Hearn

Manager

Strategic Coordination and Economics | Water Infrastructure and Strategic Coordination
Department of Regional Development Manufacturing and Water

P 07 3199 4895 M 6! Personal
Robert.hearn@rdmw.qgld.gov.au

From: Carla Mears|  schdp4( 6) Personal information |
Sent: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 8:20 PM

To: Robert Hearn

Cc: Merryl Swan

Subject: Re: Desal corro

Hi Rob, yes fine to reference community consultation, though I'd suggest incorporating it into the last dot point where we discuss the approach
to any major project, as opposed to referring to a project at this site specifically. The aim is to reinforce that there is no decision in relation to
the future of this site at this stage.

Thanks
Carla

Carla Mears Corporate Communications TeamLeader

R
@ seqwater IEEE0O
a 117 Brisbane Street | PO Box 328 | Ipswich QLD 4305

6) Personal i| w www.s ater.comau

Seqwater is committed to flexible work Our people may have arangementsin place that mean they send emails outside of normal business hours. e value your time and there isno
expectation you respond to these emails outside of your working hours.

Dam Release Notification Service

& SEQWATER APP

We ackﬁowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, catchments and waterways on which we work. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
From: Robert Hearn <Robert.Hearn@rdmw.qgld.gov.au>

Date: Tue, 14 Mar 2023, 7:24 pm

To: Carla Mears |  schdp4( 6) Personal information|

CC: Merryl Swan <Merryl.Swan@rdmw.qld.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Desal corro

Thanks forge#impe back to me on this. File A Page 37 of 40



Would it be okay to say that any future development of that site would include community consultation, as that was one of the points raised in
the letter—oris better not to mention this?

Rob Hearn

Manager

Strategic Coordination and Economics | Water Infrastructure and Strategic Coordination
Department of Regional Development Manufacturing and Water

P 07 3199 4895 6) Personal

Robert.hearn@rdmw.gld.gov.au

From: Carla Mears,  sch4p4( 6) Personal information
Sent: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 4:39 PM

To: Robert Hearn

Cc: Merryl Swan

Subject: RE: Desal corro

Hi Rob,

See below some proposed points for consideration:

e Seqwater’s Water Security Program sets out projected water demand from industry and the community over the next 30 years, and
maps out the infrastructure necessary to address it, and when it is needed. It considers not only water demand but also projected
rainfall, climate change, and other factors impacting supply, so water planning ensures supply matches demand.

e Seqwater is constantly planning for the region’s ongoing water security. An update to the Water Security Program is underway and the
report will be made available to South East Queensland communities once this work is finalised.

e Seqwater does hold a parcel of land near Meridan Plains on the Sunshine Coast, which was acquired from Unitywater in 2019. Like other
utilities and authorities, land purchases are at times undertaken to support strategic planning. No decisions have been made on any
potential development of this land.

e Seqwater follows a stringent approach to major projects, which includes ensuring any social or environmental impacts of a project are
considered and managed appropriately, with the right environmental approvals in place. As with any major Seqwater project that may
have community impacts, Seqwater will ensure South East Queensland communities are engaged and kept informed of any confirmed
future water security infrastructure.

Unitywater has reached out to us, flagging the Member for Kawana has placed a photo of the letter on a community Facebook page —see
attached.

Isit possible for us to receive a copy of the finalised response, and to share the high level key message with Unitywater once finalised?

Thanks,
Carla

Carla Mears Corporate Communications TeamLeader

@ seqwater

a 117 Brisbane Street | PO Box 328 | Ipswich QLD 4305
m| 6) Personal iw www .seqwater.comau

Seqwater is committed to flexible work Our people may have arangementsin place that mean they send emails outside of normal business hours. We value your time and there isno
expectation you respond to these emails outside of your working hours.

Dam Release Notification Service

3 ”SMS | EMAIL | LANDLINE | SEQWATER APP

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, catchments and waterways on which we work. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

Thisemail, including any attachments, may contain confidential or legally privileged information for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any review, use, distribution, or disclosure by
othersis grictly prohibited. Receipt of thisemail by anyone other than the intended recipient is not intended to, and does not, waive legal privilege or confidentiality.

Thisemail and any attachments are also subject to copyright. No part of them isto be reproduced, adapted or transmitted without the written pemmission of Queendand Bulk Water Supply
Authority (trading as Seqwater). If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and delete all copies of this message from your system.

our vison WATER FOR LIFE | our promise SAFE FOR LIFE | our values INTEGRITY RESPECT CARE COURAGE

From: Robert Hearn <Robert.Hearn@rdmw.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 10:04 AM

To: Carla Mears[ sch4p4( 6) Personal information ‘
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Cc: Merryl Swan <Merryl.Swan@rdmw.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Desal corro

Hi Carla,

The Minister received the letter below, and we need to prepare a response by tomorrow.

Could you confirm what we can/cant say on this. Is it publicly announced the land was purchased for a potential desal? Aside from this |
propose the response will just say that any desal will be developed through a business cse process and include community consultation, and

the role of desal in Seqwater’s WSP is still being developed at an early planning stage, with potential sites still to be determined

Could you get back to me by COB today if possible —thanks

Member for Kawana

Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Shadow Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning
Shadow Minister for Olympic and Paralympic Infrastructure and Jobs
Shadow Minister for Industrial Relations

12 December 2022

The Honourable Glenn Butcher
Minister for Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water

1 William Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Minister Butcher

I refer to media reports that SEQ Water has purchased a property at Meridan Plains for a
proposed desalination plant.

Despite this issue and speculation being in the media for some time, | understand there has
been no consultation with my local community with respect to this issue. | can also confirm
my office has not received any notification or information about this issue.

As you would appreciate, Meridan Plains is not directly adjacent to the beach so any
desalination plant would require kilometres of infrastructure and pipes from the coast to the
proposed site.

| have had many concemns raised with me with respect to this issue including but not limited
to the potential environmental issues.

| seek your advice with respect to the proposal for a desalination plant in my electorate and
would appreciate answers to the following questions:

The date SEQ Water purchased the property at Meridan Plains?

The Meridan Plains praperty lot and plan number?

Which beach is proposed to be the intake beach?

Has a business case been undertaken with respect to a proposal?

Has an Environmental Impact Assessment been undertaken? and

What alternatives to a desalination plant has the government considered.

o

As you would appreciate, without clarification on the abovementioned issues, angst will
continue to grow in my community. | share these concerns with my community.

| would appreciate your responses at your earliest convenience.

Rob Hearn
Manager
Strategic Coordination and Economics | Water Infrastructure and Strategic Coordination

Department of Regional Development Manufacturing and Water
P 07 3199 4895 M ( 6) Personal i

Level 8, 1 William Street, BRISBANE QLD 4000
PO Box 15216 CITY EAST QLD 4002
Robert.hearn@rdmw.qgld.gov.au
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The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of
Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message and any copies of
this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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