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Recreation zoning and Mooloolah Logging Area. 
 
Paper prepared by Claire Wright, Ranger, Recreation and Visitor Management 
 
Recreation and Visitor Management in the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland areas have been 
subject to a thorough review in 2012 with the completion and delivery of a recreational zoning 
plan. This is a key component of the delivery of a regional recreation strategy which seeks to 
provide sustainable visitor opportunities across a range of recreational activities. Every location 
has been assessed for what it may offer visitors, with the express intention of maximising visitor 
opportunities whilst taking into account issues such as access, endangered flora and fauna, 
setting appropriateness, existing use and equity of opportunity. 
 
Mooloolah Logging Area (MLA) contains two recreational zones – Zone 3 for active, non-
motorised recreation in the western half of the reserve and Zone 2 for nature-based recreation in 
the eastern section. A description of the zones is provided below. With a combination of zones 2 
and 3, it offers opportunities for wildflower viewing, walking, running, mountain biking, 
competitive events, and connectivity with the recreational opportunities offered at Ewan 
Maddock Dam. 

Zoning decision; Mooloolah Logging Area (MLA) 
 
MLA’s network of internal roads, proximity to the Bruce Highway and adjacent position between 
the growing population area of Caloundra South and Ewan Maddock Dam, suggests it would 
make an ideal location for recreation.  However it contains highly erodible sandy soils and 
contains areas of significant ecological value and sensitivity. The management approach, 
through the zoning process, has been to zone the maximum proportion of the reserve possible 
for active recreation whilst retaining some areas as suitable for more passive activities. This is 
entirely in keeping with the principles of equity of opportunity and is based on the ecological 
information provided by a thorough vegetation and species assessments (Novello 2012,Thomas, 
2010 ). Other consideration included the distribution of opportunities, on and off park across the 
Glass House and Hinterland areas. 
 
Considerable thought was given to whether MLA should be open to motorised vehicles, such as 
motorbikes. The geology and soil type does not lend itself to persistent motorised use and 
damage and erosion in MLA as a result of motorbike use has been recorded. Interestingly in 
recent years there has been a substantial rise in use of the reserve by mountain bikes. This is 
considered a more sustainable activity for roads through the reserve, given the geology, and 
recognises an in-situ growth area in demand. The intention of the zoning process is to maximise 
visitor opportunities, so a recommendation of the zoning team was encourage and support MTB 
usage. Anecdotally, as mountain bike use has risen, trail bike use has diminished, suggested the 
two activities are not compatible at this location.  
 
When combining the impacts of current and past use,  emerging usage patters, and  the  range 
of opportunities in the area at large, the combination of zones two and three, both non-
motorised was deemed the most appropriate and sustainable for Mooloolah Logging Area 
reserve.  
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What the zones mean. 

Zone 1    
 
Definition: An area suitable for very low impact, pedestrian recreation, where the activities 

must be based on nature conservation, providing an experience of remoteness 
and self-reliance whilst at the same time protecting the park’s natural and 
cultural resources.  

 
Summary: The principal purpose of this zone is to provide recreation opportunities that are 

low-impact and compatible with areas that are typically higher in natural or 
conservation values.  A Zone 1 is most closely related to the wilderness zone in 
management or conservation zoning. Recreation activities should be low-key 
and low-impact, typically pedestrian and facilities or infrastructure minimal or 
excluded altogether. This zone is generally not suitable for group or commercial 
activities, though consideration may be given for permits requesting bird 
watching or flower-viewing. 

 

Zone 2 
 
Definition: An area suitable for non-motorised nature-based recreation, where the activities 

are based primarily on nature conservation, and for which minimal facilities or 
infrastructure may be provided.  

 
Summary: This zone is characterised by nature-based recreation in very natural areas, 

requiring only limited facilities, such as un-hardened walking tracks (AS 2156.1 
Classes 4-5 depending on the LCS). Some signage and site modification may be 
present. A greater number of activities are permitted in a zone 2 than a zone 1 
but they must be non-goal-focussed, leisurely and non-competitive to remain 
compatible with the characteristics of the zone.  

 

Zone 3 
 
Definition: An area suitable for active nature-based recreation. 
 
Summary: This zone provides an opportunity for visitors to recreate in an environment 

dominated by natural elements, but modified to accommodate the visitor. 
Visitors can generally expect a greater range of recreation types and social 
interaction in a natural setting, opportunities for education and interpretation of 
the area’s values and promotion of responsible use of the protected area. This 
zone can accommodate multiple uses including abseiling, rock climbing, 
mountain-biking, horse riding, picnicking, depending on the site (that is, clearly 
for rock-climbing there needs to be a cliff face and for horse-riding the tenure 
needs to allow it).  

 
 Motorised recreation may be placed in a zone 3 where roads and Fire 

Management Trails are open to public access, and where use is safe and 
sustainable.   
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Zone 4 
 
Definition: Typically a visitor node, zone 4 defines a developed site which offers recreation 

opportunities for which structures and facilities are required. The designation of 
a zone 4 is based on physical appearance, infrastructure and facilities, rather 
than the range of recreation types it hosts.  
 

Summary: Zone 4 or “developed zone” as it is often referred to, provides for relatively high 
levels of recreation and social interaction in a modified setting based on the 
physical infrastructure provided (for example, camping and picnicking).  The 
facilities themselves will be major attractions for visitors to this zone; the needs, 
interests and abilities of less experienced and less active visitors are catered for. 
This zone caters for a large number of park visitors in a small area. 

 
References 
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taken in the preparation of this map, neither DERM nor it's officers 
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