ESR DIVISION ALERT

TYPE OF ALERT: Fire incident

UNIQUE ALERT NAME: Former Tasman Tannery site- Narangba

Industrial Estate

ALERT DATE: 11 December 2012

ALERT VERSION: 1

SIGNIFICANCE LEVEL:

ECOTRACK / FILE REF: CA26671

CONTACT OFFICER: John Harden (Manager, Environmental
Services)

OFFICE LOCATION: Caboolture

***INCIDENT ALERT ONLY***

DATE AND TIME OF INCIDENT:
e 11 December 2012, 12:30am

INCIDENT NOTIFIED BY:
e Queensland Fire and Rescue Service

DATE, TIME, METHOD OF NOTIFICATION:
e 11 December 2012, 3:30am via telephone through to on-call SIRN
officer David Everitt

LOCATION OF INCIDENT:
* 6 Potassium St Narangba (Narangba Industrial Estate)

NAME OF RESPONSIBLE COMPANY, CLIENT, ACTIVITY, LOCATION:

e The former Tasman Tannery site, which is still owned by the tannery operator
Peter Moffat, currently leases areas of its site to at least three parties for use
as a metal recycler, truck storage yard and also to neighbouring business Oil-
Tech as a storage facility.

e Peter Moffat as site owner, has accepted responsibility for the incident clean-
up.

SUMMARY OF ISSUES:

e Afire occurred on the former Tasman Tannery site at approximately 12.30am
on 11/12/2012.

¢ The cause of the fire is unknown, but it is believed to have started in one of
the heavy vehicles.
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* The incident resulted in unknown amounts of oil, greases and other
contaminants being released from the site and into the stormwater system.

Historical Issues

e Tasman Sheepskin Tannery was one of the first businesses in the Narangba
Industrial Estate, commencing business in the 1970's.

* The site was managed by the one owner for the period of its operation,

and primarily involved in the tanning of sheepskin's for products such as car

seat covers, ugg boots and baby mats.

* The site had a small combustible liquid store and other chemicals used in the
tanning process.

* The site was subject to a fire incident in April 2008 which resulted in the
business choosing not to re-open after the fire.

* The fire resulted in departmental enforcement action, including a prosecution
which resulted in a conviction for failing to comply with the requirements of an
environmental audit.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS/RISKS:

* The incident resulted in a potential risk of environmental harm through the
release of contaminants from the site.

* These contaminants were largely contained in the stormwater drain on the
southern end of the site along Boundary Road. The risk was mitigated
through the effective response from Moreton Bay Regional Council.

* The contaminated water does not appear to have entered a watercourse.

* North Lakes residential estate is situated to the south approximately 500m
from the incident site. Other residential development is situated to the north
east approximately 700m from the incident site.

* It was apparent that there was no direct harm or risk to these residential
areas. These areas probably experienced smoke hazards and odour whilst
the fire was burning.

ACTIONS TAKEN BY COMPANY, CLIENT:

* Queensland Fire and Rescue Service were the first to respond to the incident.
They then naotified other relevant parties. This included Moreton Bay
Regional Council, Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
(SIRN), Queensland Police Service, Unity Water.

e All actions taken to control the initial fire were conducted by the Queensland
Fire and Rescue Service. Their actions were considered extremely effective
in controlling and extinguishing the fire.

* Moreton Bay Regional Council was responsible for conducting the clean-up

procedures relating to the release of contaminants offsite. The Council’s
actions were extremely effective and prompt in efficiently containing the
contaminant and facilitating it’s clean up.

e Council also placed temporary bunds around the southern boundary of the
site to mitigate any further contaminants being released from the site as a
result of potential rain events.

* The site owner, Peter Moffat, has accepted responsibility for the remediation
of the site caused by the incident.
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EHP’s ASSESSMENT AND PLANNED ACTIONS:

e EHP has become the lead agency for the clean-up of the site. Departmental
officers have been communicating and facilitating the clean-up of the site with
the Moreton Bay Regional Council and the site owner, Peter Moffat.

e Transpacific has been engaged by the owner, Peter Moffat, to conduct the
remediation of the site. Transpacific have been made aware of the urgency
of the situation and have already commenced work.

e Transpacific will install a coffer dam to capture any runoff and facilitate daily
pump outs of the dam. The owner will also engage an environmental
consultant to action monitoring requirements and to develop a rehabilitation
plan for the site.

e Departmental Officers are in continual contact with the owner, Peter Moffat.
They will contact Peter Moffat on Wednesday 12/12/2012 to obtain an update
on the clean-up progress.

* The Department is liaising with the Moreton Bay Regional Council in the
investigation of any potential environmental offences.

COMMUNICATION:

* The site owner, Peter Moffat, attended the incident and Departmental Officers
have been communicating with Mr Moffat to facilitate the clean-up of the site.

* Communication has been consistent with Moreton Bay Regional Council
officers regarding the clean-up of public areas including the footpaths and
roads and stormwater drains.

¢ Queensland Fire and Rescue Service and the Queensland Police Service
have been coordinating restrictions on public access to the area. These
restrictions have been effectively maintained throughout the incident.

* Due to the nature and location of the incident several media reports have
already been released. Several media outlets were also onsite. The impacts
of these reports are currently unknown.
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MAP OR PLAN OF SITE:
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