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NOOSA

NOOSA COUNCIL

Pelican Street Tewantin FO Box 141 Tewantin Q4565
Phone (074) 49 5200 Fax (074) 471062 DX 41952

Address all communications to Chief Executive Officer.

If telephoning or calling, please ask for:

Nadine Gorton (495.228)Please quoteTile^Ygy^
Your Ref,

JUi 199S

GAOENSgPggWAy

02 July 1996

GADENS RIDGEWAY LAWYERS

GPO BOX 129

BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Notice of Contaminated Site at Teewah Beach Road Noosa North Shore,
described as

Thank you for your letter of 12 June 1996, regarding contamination of the above
mentioned site. This site has been registered as a contaminated area due to deposits of
radio-active material referred to as Tlmenite' existing on the property. Ilmenite is a
sand residue from past sand mining operations and is dark or black in colour. Council
records show that the stockpiles on land owned by are relatively small,
easily identifiable and are now signposted.

Council files also indicate these tailing deposits are from former mining sites in the
region. Please find enclosed a copy of a report indicating the history of Council
decisions with regard to evidence of radio-active material on the Noosa North Shore.

I
V

I trust this information is of assistance. If you have any further queries please do not
hesitate to contact the Town Planning Department.

Yours faithfully,

Nadine Gorton

PLANNING OFFICER

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Lot 1728 on Registered Plan M37789, located on the Noosa North Shore, Queensland (the site) is owned by 
(50%) and three others (50%). The site was purchased in 1979. The site was 

listed on the Queensland (QLD) Environmental Management Register (EMR), now administered by the 
QLD Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (DEHP), on 29 September 1999 due to the 
presence of low-level radiation onsite from historical ilmenite sand mining operations. 

The history of the land is not well documented. It is thought that from European settlement until 
about 1940 the land was used for agricultural purposes, mainly dairy farming with some old dairy sheds 
located on site. Subsequently and up until 1970 there is recorded evidence that the land was used as a site for
the processing and stockpiling of mineral sands. 

A radiation survey was requested by the then Director, Radiation Health, Queensland Health (QH) in 1997 
and was conducted by the Queensland Health Scientific Services. The results of the survey were provided in 
a report titled The Radiological survey of ilmenite stockpiles at Noosa North Shore, Rainbow Beach and 
Lake Freshwater (18 June 1997). This report provides a baseline of the site and identified the remnants of 
two ilmenite stockpiles known to have derived from historical sand mining operations. The larger of the 
stockpiles identified in the QH Report gave rise to radiation doses of 0.6uSv/h due to the presence of 
radioactive ilmenite and possible monazite tailings buried beneath the surface. 
The Queensland Health Report recommended: 
The contaminated land status of the Freehold site be described as “managed” and that a 
management plan be prepared. This management plan should be developed in conjunction with a more 
definitive radiological characterization of the area based upon a collated site history and should include the 
management of the ilmenite stockpiles and residues. 
Subsequently, the site was listed on the Environmental Management Register (EMR) on 29 September 1999 
under the QLD Environmental Protection Act 1994 (the EP Act). However, the site was not listed on the 
Contaminated Lands Register. Prior to the Queensland Health survey the Site was purchased by the
Family in 1979 and has remained undeveloped. 

The owners of the land now have serious concerns about some aspects of the stockpiles and wish to 
remediate the land back to its original environment.  In order to remediate the land, regrowth vegetation must
be cleared to gain access to the contaminated stockpiles. This vegetation is currently mapped as 'Remnant', 
ecosystem 12.3.4 ('of concern') however a site inspection by members of DNRM have indicated that the area 
of concerned should be mapped as a 'least concern', 'Remnant' ecosystem 12.2.7.

After several months of communications with the DNRM a 'Voluntary Declaration' outcome has been 
established as a way to be able to remove the contaminated mineral sands thus enabling the property to be 
released from the Environmental managed Register. 

The land owners have had discussions with Mr Phillip Moran, Natural Resource Manager from the Noosa 
Land Care office located at Pomona to establish the best practise for rehabilitating the site. The Noosa Land 
Care's information is contained within this report. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE  MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The landowners objectives of the Vegetation Management Plan area as follows;

Manage, restore and protect the local regional ecosystem (12.2.7) until the area can be mapped 
as RE on a certified RE map.

Conserve the high nature conservation and biodiversity of the identified area.

Clear regrowth vegetation in order to gain access to the contaminated minerals so as to remove these 
contaminants and then rehabilitate the site to its natural regional ecosystem.

Removal of contaminated material for the conservation of plants & wildlife.

Clear regrowth vegetation in a structured and managed way so as to have no negative or additional 
impacts on the environment. 

Rehabilitate the identified area by way of revegetation. Only plant species that are identified in 
ecosystem 12.2.7 are to be used.

Manage the rehabilitation process so as to minimise soil erosion, weed growth, pest animals, wild 
fire and generally identify and reduce all other threats or risks. 

To reduce all other negative environmental impacts which are ultimately the result of the 
contaminated stockpiles. 
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PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP DETAILS

Name of Registered Owners
Postal Address
Point of Contact
Phone / Email 
Real Property Description Lot 1728, CP M37789, Parish of Laguana
Management area subject to Management Plan 2.35 hectares 
Local Government Sunshine Coast Council 
Tenure Type Freehold
Title Encumbrances Environmental Management Plan
Regional Ecosystem 12.2.7 Melaleuca Quinquenervia open forest to 

woodland on sand plains

The land is identified as follows. 

Lot 1728 on Registered Plan M37789; 

337 Teewah Beach Road, Noosa North Shore, Queensland; 

A total land area of 40.4 hectares; 

The site is currently zoned as Rural Settlement from zone Map ZM7 within The Noosa Plan 2006 – 
Amended August 2011 (Sunshine Coast Regional Council, 2006) (the Noosa Plan) and is also zoned 
Rural within the draft Sunshine Coast Regional Council Planning Scheme. In the Noosa Plan, Rural 
Settlement means residential development on a lot greater than 2,000 m2, regardless of whether the 
land is also used for hobby farming. Any zoning prior to The Noosa Plan has not been identified by 
this current study. 
No material changes to the site have been proposed and there are currently no proposals for rezoning 
or any relevant development or building approvals or applications for the site. However it must be 
noted that an 'as of right' resident dwelling is currently being considered by the land owners.
Historical Chronological Dates 

1940-1950 – Dairy Farm and Timber 

1950-1970 – Mineral sand stockpiling: no detailed list of users available; 

1970-1978 – Rural uses: no details available; and 

1978-present – Family: rural and recreation. leave in 
Site Condition and Surrounding Environment 

The topography of the site is dominated by low coastal dunes (<20m AHD) with associated 
wetlands. The average elevation of the site is approximately 5m AHD. 

There is no significant evidence of soil erosion or instability on the site. 

There are no constructed buildings on site and no infrastructure on the property.

The land is currently used for recreational purposes.
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The extent of the vegetated area on the land that needs to be removed is defined as 
follows. 

The combined area to be revegetated and managed is approximately 2.35 hectares.
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The landowners intend to complete the following revegetation and management once all contaminants have 
been removed from the site and has been approved by the Queensland Department of Health. Land Care 
Noosa have given some advise as to the best practise and particular species for that are best suited for RE 
12.2.7. The land owners wish to state that they will be in communications with Noosa Land Care during the 
removal of the contaminated sands in order to have seedling ready for when the clean up finishes.
The entire rehabilitation area identified in Figure 1 has been divided into two management areas - Area A and 
Area B shown in Figure 2.
Area A is where all management activities listed in the Management Activities table must occur where 
appropriate, including revegetation through natural regeneration and supplementary planting. 
Area B has been designated as a future single residence building envelope. This area does not need to be 
revegetated as long as a building permit is issued for this location but must be managed for weeds and 
erosion. If a building permit is not issued in this area, Area B must be revegetated with species characteristic 
of RE 12.2.7 and managed until the vegetation is remnant.

Cleared areas shall be cultivated to relieve compaction prior to planting. 

The removal of all ground fuel will be done by hand to establish a 'blank canvas' for the 
revegetation to occur. 

Sediment and erosion control measures will be developed. This will be in the form of establishing 
designated waterways (drainage) and the use of surface stabilisation (wood chips). 

Native tree, shrub and grass species will be planted in designated areas. 

Natural regeneration of vegetation will be encouraged and supplemented by planting species specific 
to regional ecosystem 12.2.7.

The spaced area for each seedling to be planted will range from between  2.5m x 2.5m and 3.5m x 
3.5m.

This spacing will result in approximately 1300 – 1600 trees per hectare.

Early summer months (September) would be the optimum planting month. This will depend entirely 
on the clean up process of the contaminated sands.  

Water will be pumped onto the ground and around seedlings when first planted or until seedlings are 
established.

Slash native ground covers with hand held whipper snipper to reduce ground cover thus eliminating 
competition for planted species. Slashing will also reduce weed growth. 

Monthly monitoring and on site visitation system for period of one year in order to check growth of 
trees and control weed growth. 

A single residence building envelope of 30 x 35m or 1050 square metres has been designated as Area 
B in Figure 2. Under the local town plan there is an 'as of right' use to build a 500m2 GFA dwelling 
on site. This area will still be managed to mitigate all risks and threats associated with the 
rehabilitation however no flora species will be replanted. It is the landowners intent to start on 
gaining approvals for this residence once the property has been released from the Environmental 
Contaminated Register.
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The predominant flora species to be found in regional ecosystem 12.2.7 consists of melaleuca and 
Eucalyptus community with a heath understorey. The land owners have discussed this flora species 
list with Noosa Land Care who have approved it for rehabilitation.

Melaleuca Quinquenervia 

Eucalyptus Robusta 

Eucalyptus tereticornis

Corymbia intermedia

Eucalyptus Racemosa 

Eucalyptus Bancroftii

Gahina Sieberiana 

Todea Barbara

Lophostemon suaveolens

Banksia Aemula 
It should be noted that the predominant species to be used in the revegetation will be Malalueca 
Quinquenervia. 

18-020 File A Page 42 of 61

Pub
lis

he
d o

n D
ES D

isc
los

ure
 Lo

g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Area A requires all management activities below to be implemented. The total area of Area A is 22,424 m2.

Area B requires all management activities below to be implements except for restoration / revegetation (with 
exception). The total area of Area B is 1050m2.
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Ongoing monitoring will be carried out to ensure the vegetation management plan achieves the outcomes 
identified. The monitoring of the managed area will be a measurement of how the area is progressing in 
achieving the remnant status and managing the potential threats and risks to achieve this outcome.

Monitoring will be undertaken by form of physical and visual inspections as well as photographic evidence 
showing the date, location and direction. Permanent photo monitoring points will be established in the 
rehabilitation area by installing steel pegs. The pegs will be numbered and shown on a map in the first report 
to DNRM. The pegs will have a sign on them indicating the peg number,date, time and direction of 
photograph and will be included in each photograph taken. 

Data collection of the rehabilitation progress including photo monitoring will occur annually for the first five 
years then biennially until the area can be mapped as remnant vegetation. 

The land owners also intend to report to the DNRM under a long term revegetation/restoration. This 
reporting will occur annually for the first five years then two yearly after that (or up until the revegetated area 
is defined as remnant). This report will encompass all the particulars that DNRM stipulate (Lot and Plan, 
owners details, photo monitoring, species present, average canopy cover and height of vegetation, overview 
of the progress of the management area, outline all risks and threats that have become apparent ect)

18-020 File A Page 44 of 61

Pub
lis

he
d o

n D
ES D

isc
los

ure
 Lo

g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



18-020 File A Page 45 of 61

Pub
lis

he
d o

n D
ES D

isc
los

ure
 Lo

g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



The map below demonstrates where revegetation will occur (Area A). Revegetation will occur over the entire 
rehabilitation area except for within a fire management line, proposed residential building envelope and 
access tracks identified on the map below. 
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We reiterate that the purpose for removing the vegetation is to rehabilitate the site back to the original 
environment. The site has been contaminated by mineral sands, which is a by product of the mineral sand 
industry in the 1950's – 1970's. This mineral sand mining was granted approval by the Queensland 
Department of Mines and the contaminated stockpile is ultimately this departments responsibility.
This action for remediation was approved by the Queensland Mines and Energy Department to remove the 
contaminated stockpiles so the site could be transformed back to near natural conditions in their Cooloola 
Coast report of 1997 and also actioned by the Queensland Department of Health in 1997 and 2012. The 
Government has even suggested that they themselves carry this remediation process out. 
The  vegetation located on the area of concern is currently mapped as 'Remnant', ecosystem 12.3.4 ('of 
concern') however a site inspection by members of DNRM have indicated that the area of concerned should 
be mapped as a 'least concern', 'Remnant' ecosystem 12.2.7.
It has since been the advise of DNRM that a 'Voluntary Declaration' for the clearing of existing vegetation 
and for ongoing management of the concerned area be submitted for approval.
This management plan highlights that the site has been highly disturbed in the past and is currently 
contaminated. We strongly are of the opinion that the current Vegetation Act does not allow for such 
situations and that the existing mapping is incorrect. The voluntary declaration submitted should result in a 
positive outcome to this long existing situation for a true, rehabilitated site. 
We understand that the current Queensland Government is introducing new vegetation legislation in 
approximately September of this year. If this new legislation has any bearing or influence regarding 
rehabilitation and remediation, we would like the remediation of this site to be assessed under the new 
legislation. Our proposed time table for these remediation works would not occur until the end of the year as 
there is a need to remove the contaminated sands first and at that time the new legislation should be gazetted.
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