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Department of Environment and Heritage Further information required

GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE

Signed..............coii,
TO: Executive Director — Nature Conservation Dated o
Services
SUBJECT: Policy for limiting humbers of dangers snakes to be kept under a Recreational

Wildlife Licence and appropriate conditioning

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Executive Director — NCS
e approve the attached policy

e sign the policy document

BACKGROUND/KEY ISSUES

o There has historically been no limit on the amount of dangerous snakes that can be kept under a
restricted Recreational Wildlife Licence in suburban areas.

e This has recently been raised as an issue by senior management withinthe Department.

e There is the potential for large numbers of dangerous snakes kept in Q.;rban environments to
become a risk to public safety.

be kept in a suburban environment.

e Itis considered a reasonable public good initiative to limit the n@ of dangerous snakes that can

o Whilst the keeping of dangerous snakes under a restricted R?:re tional Wildlife Licence is guided
per

to notify anyone entering the
premises that there are dangerous snakes present.

e The code also fails to provide a requirement that ke
government for the purposes of disaster manage

e The attached policy provides for the delegat
suburban areas (defined in the policy) and re
anyone entering the premises knows th
relevant local government in case the |

by a code of practice, there is not a requirement for the@
f

dangerous snakes notify their local
anning.
init the number of snakes that can be kept in

rous snakes are there, and secondly, notifies the
tion is required for disaster management planning.

ends the delegate conditions the permit to ensure
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

From: NORTHAM Adam

Sent: Wednesday, 21 May 2014 2:15 PM

To: O'SULLIVAN Alison

Cc: EGAN Sally; WREGG Cameron

Subject: RE: Restricted for signia@ﬁnaﬂon
Attachments: DMView_1400641956861_06129-14_789200

_New_Operational_Policy_regarding_RW...doc

Hi Alison,

We need to re-issue this licence. A draft policy relating to restricted reptiles came into effect that | wasn’t aware of.
Can you please ensure that numbers of restricted (venomous) animals are limited 20 as

sch4pﬁformation

Can you also ensure the new conditions are added to the permit.

| will work on the covering letter. &E

Cheers,

Adam Northam
Senior Ranger- South East
Wildlife Management Unit %
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection ?\

Tel: 07 55209620 | Modite p4(6)Personalinformation
Visit us online at: www.ehp.qld.gov.au

Great state. :;f... .;5;
Great opportunity. Queensland

&1 Government _

From: O'Su-llivan Alison g: 7 - - -
Sent: Friday, 14 March 2014 1%9 PM
To: NORTHAM Adam

Subject: Restricted for signing [N

Hi Adam,

Please find attachechdpA(B)iPersonallintormzastricted permit for you to sign. This is the one | spoke to you about
yesterday regarding the housing.

I have also attached assessment so you don’t have to go through your old emails and have also put pics in again for
you.

1
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Cheers &

Alison O'Sullivan

Wildlife Ranger

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Nature Conservation Services

Wildlife Management Unit

Southern Region

55 Priors Pocket Road Moggill
PO B ox 64
Bellbowrie Qld 4070

Ph: 3202 027%4B4(6)Personaline mation

Fax: 3202 6844

2
13-474 DL Documents

3 0of 63



Email: alison.o'sullivan@ehp.qld.gov.au

www.ehp.gld.cov.au

Great/state. kst Queensland
Government _

Great opportunity.
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Great state. Great opportunity.

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Operational policy
Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legislation and for the management
of non-legisiative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreatio
the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specifically dangerous s

ildlife Licences that permit

Purpose

This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the aggncy dé]egax e needs to c sider when
approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restrict pfiles w}1 iare hste in this operational
policy as dangerous snakes. In particular, the number of dangér akes and thelocations of large
collections can expose the public to a significant risk |f/he$ | re of the lic ensee o follow security

requirements as specified in the Code of Practice — Captive\Reptile and‘Amphibian Hu andry.

AR N

ildlife Licences for restri ted reptilesthat allow the
licences ar Ilmlted ltca be con idered that the practice
dangerous snakes 1\1 c!osel settleds urban environments

Background

EHP staﬁmisess and/\paa

licensee to keep dangerous sqake . Many
of allé»wmg lice seesﬁg\keep large nu be
could conshtute publrc\

The Natur Conservatlon istr, n) Regulation 2006 states tgat in considering an application, the chief
executive must have regard)éu?ﬂc heal h and safety and the public interest. For this reason, it is deemed
appropnat%t llmltatl\o re ptaced on th number of dangerous reptiles (including snakes) that can be kept
under a Recreational Wildlife Licence. X/

The Code of Practice — Captive Reptjle and Amphibian Husbandry outlines the minimum security arrangements
that must be in place if dangerous shakes are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
danhgerous snakes t \p%who may enter the premises. This policy addresses that issue.

Definitions

Dangerous Snake: the foI!owmg species of land snakes are capable of delivering a fatal bite or a bite that may
cause severe symptoms in an adult human:

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

Page 1 of 4 « 131204
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

— copperhead, Ausfrelaps superba

— De Vis' snake, Denisonia devisi;

— ornamental snake, Denisonia maculata; and

— whip snakes, Demansia spp.

— pale-headed snake, Hoplocephalus bitorquatus;

— Stephen's banded snake, Hoplocephalus stephensi,

— tiger snake, Notechis scutatus;

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scutellatus,

— western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidota;

— red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus, Q
— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus; %
— Collett’s snake, Pseudechis colletti; %

— mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis, y2

— speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guttata; @

— Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingramj, %

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textilis;

—western brown snake, Pseudohaja nuchalis;@E

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus njgr S; and
— curl snake, Suta suta; Q

- rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis c&ginatus
Closely settled suburbia: means rban development with a block size of less than 1000m?.

Delegate: means the person wijth t propriate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife

Licence — Restricted. &
Euthanasia is to achie arte destruction of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death of\the animal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 4, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence — for restricted reptiles- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional
endorsement for a restricted animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.
2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:
a. If a licence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant

b. If a new application from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, 20
individual animals.

Page 23:8#4 131204 DL Documents Department of Environment and HeritagedPg3tection
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

c. Ifa new applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 individual animals.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles for the keeping of dangerous snakes can
require additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

Pre-licencing audit

Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes should be audited prior to the application being
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of photographs, fim etc.

Conditioning of Licences: \%
In addition to licence holders complying with the code, the following condi st be applied to Recreation
Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles that list dangerous snakes -

1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures are in place to ensyfe tha{any person who seeks to enter the
licensed premises is made aware prior to entering that dange% es are being kept within the premises.

- An example for condition 1(a) is the posting of si the entry of the property or to the room

where the animals are kept.

1(b). The measures taken by the licensee for the pg/of 1(a) must have effect regardless of whether the
licensee is present at the premises that at the tj ew

- An example for condition 1(b) is i% other than the licensee who is residing at the licensing
premises allows or permits another p&gson to enter the premises when the licensee is not present at the
premises.

2. The licensee must ensure that a te security measures are in place to minimise the potential for
unauthorised persons to entggtha{ part of the licensed premises where the dangerous snakes are to be kept
(the snake holding room),

- An example for 8@ndition 2. would be locked security screens fitted to all windows or other potential
external entry points to the snake holding room, as well as locked doors at internal entry points.

3. For local government disaster management planning purposes, the licensee must provide notice in writing to
the relevant local government in July of each calendar year that dangerous snakes are being kept at the
licensed premises.

4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed the
limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared with care it contains general information and does not profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions
taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection should
satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Approved By

Signature Date
Rod Goodbun Enquiries:
Al/Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services Ph. 3330 5512
Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection %Q

Q,,
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

m

From: Williams Rebecca

Sent: Friday, 7 March 2014 8:34 AM

To: EGAN Sally

Subject: FW: request for review of operational policy
Attachments: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v2.doc

Sally

Some feedback, | haven’t looked at it

Regards

Beck

From: Frisby Tony

Sent: Thursday, 6 March 2014 12:55 PM

To: Williams Rebecca

Subject: RE: request for review of operational policy

Only two changes that | can see 8
Thank you Beck

Regards,

Tony

Tony Frisby @
Senior Ranger — Wildlife Management Operations %

Department of Environment and Heritage protection

PO Box 5597 @
Townsville, QLD 4810

Phone: (07) 4796 7785 \/
Fax: (07) 4796 7705

Email: tony.frisby@ehp.qld.gov.au Q,

Great state. I
Great opportunity. (Glgsg:‘:f;}qae':g V
From: Williams Rebecca

Sent: Thursday, 6 March 20 ﬁ PM
To: JOYCE Mike; DEVERY M

Cc: Frisby Tony; EGAN Sally; SAVOCA Raosie; Sievers Wolf
Subject: request for review of operational policy

Mike(s)
Sally has drafted this operational policy. | seek your comment before we forward to Geoff for his endorsement.

Your comments by COB Wednesday 12 March 2014 would be appreciated.
Regards
Beck

RD Williams

Director Wildlife

Environment and Heritage Protection
Telephone 07 33305512

Great state. P Queensland

Government _|

Great opportunity.

i
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Great state, Greatiopportunity:

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legisfation and for the management
of non-legislative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied infiexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of palicy.

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreational Wildlife Licences that peyffit

the keeping and recreational use of restricled reptiles, specifically dangerous snakes.

\ f s
Purpose
This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the agency Jelega e needs to en
approving the issue of a Recrealional Wildlife Licence for restricted )reptules s cal!y dag s snakes. In
particular, the number of venomous snakes and the locations of taRge coliectlo public to a

significant risk if there is a failure of the licensee to follow. securi the Code of

requirement n
Practice — Captive Reptile and Amphibian Husbar}s{ry’. \
Background ' ( > >
es

EHP staffdre reqwremssess and approve ecreahonai Wildlife L t allow the liceniseg to keep

dan erous snakes. Many e;\istmg icences g |m|ted Il i d that the practice of allowing
!|cenc to kee, argsTbers of dingerou snakes "i closely u ban anfcfnments could constitute

a publ rlsk

The Na!ur Conservation Admmlstration) Reg Iatm
executwe ustha regardi\o pubh hea hand B :
appropriate Lhat limitations ar p!acec‘ on lhen mber 8
under a Recreﬂonaf WldhfeT.mence

25 ﬂ)at in considering an application, the chief
-public interest. For this reason, it is deemed
gerous repliles (including snakes) that can be kept

The Code of Praclice — Captlve Reptile and A hibian Husbandry outlines the security arrangements that must
be in place if dang}‘erous snakes ﬁre t. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes to pWo may¥ave cause 1o enter the premises. This policy addresses that issue.

Definitions
Dangerous Snake:

The following species of land snakes found in Queensland are capable of delivering a fatal bite to an adult
human:

Page 1 of 4+ 131204
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Operational policy
Considerations when applying for a scheduled 4 drug authority

~ death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

- tiger snake, Notechis scutatus;

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scutellatus,

—western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidola;

— red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus;

— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus;

— Collett's snake, Pseudechis colletti,

—mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis;

- Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami,

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textilis;

— western brown snake, Pseudonaja nuchalis;

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplecephalus nigrescens, and - 2 "'\ ;,z"{ \\ )
{ A

(

/

— rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis carinatus f
i

- copperhead, Austrelaps superba \

The following species are regart.:led as l?eing cap.able of deli\{iring bites that may cau ¥mptoms Bites
from large specimens may require medical attention: ,../‘ T \ \

- speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guﬂata" \ % \

~ pale-headed snake. Hcpiocephalus br'forquatus a :,‘z

- Stephen S banﬁ snake, J-Iop!ocephafus s\tgphenSJ /

< curl snake, Suta suta\\ \\ ( A \

2 De Vis' sriake, Demsoma de}ﬂS! \
‘\.

— ornamental snake\Demson macuiata and

- whlp snake Dems}hsra spp

\

local council planning not by land size

Closely settled ;‘uburbl}‘\means ordlnary evelopmentwnh a block size of less than 1000m k; ‘[ Comment [FT2]: This should read urban as defined by
op Ievel of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife

Delegate: means ihe\person with the
Licence — Restricted.

N o : : S 2 -
Euthanasia is to achieve humane destrligtion of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death of the animal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 3, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence - Restricted- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional endorsement for a
restricted or international animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence — Restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are fo be kept.

2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:

Page 2 of 47.- 151204 Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
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Operational policy
Considerations when applying for a scheduled 4 drug authority

a. Ifalicence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant

. If a new application from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, the
number of animals currently kept by the applicant

c. If a new applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 animals.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences — Restricted for the keeping of dangerous snakes can require
additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

Conditioning of Licences:

The following conditions must be applied to restricted Recreation W|Idhfe chences f{n\ ‘the keeping of danger.

snakes - T /
'/ it ,

1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures are in place o ensure that a?y rson who see ter the

ises.

licensed premises is made aware prior to entering that venomous snakes a vlng kept wi

1(b). The measures taken by the licensee for the purposes of 1(a) mu t have effect egar ether the
licensee is present at the premises that at the time. \v

4
- An example for condition 1(b} is if a person other ihan the: lJcensee whels tesiding at :hé Qge;lsmg
premises allows or permils anolher person tp enter the premlses when £ is not present al the
premlses o A '“\ [ {’P S
e | }u vl
2.The IICEE\SE& musl ensure thatadequate‘secunty easUres are |n lmISE he potentlal for
unauthorised persons to enteF\hat part of the licensed pre}mses ath\adders\or olher venomous

Y
snakes\are to be kept: (tlke shake holc?ing room){ { \/‘

-An exam\p e for COQdIfIDn 2, wm{d be locked secunty screems fitte tkd/toall windows or other potential
external entry points to the sna\ke holding {mm asyvell as a lgp ed doors at internal entry points.

DOSES,” Ihe licensee must provide notice in writing fo

3. For local go ernment\disaster managgme t plan
venomous snakes are being kept at the licensed

]
the relevant Shmi Council in July of eacl calen\ r yea % 2
premises, \ \

N\
\ o / )
4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to brged, il umber of animals including offspring, must not exceed the
limit of animals impose\d by the Iicg
Nl =

o

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared with care il contains general information and does nol profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Governmenl accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions
taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Herilage Protection should
satisfy themselves independenlly and by consulling their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.

Page 3 of 4 + 131204 Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
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Operational policy
Considerations when applying for a scheduled 4 drug authority

Approved By
Signature Date
Geoff Clare Enquiries:
Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservalion Services Ph. 3330 5512

Department of Environment and Herilage

Protection @
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Department of Environment andiHeritage Protection

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legislation and for the management
of non-legislative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of pofr‘cy

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recrea::ona\erdhfe Lice ermit
the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specifically danger us snakes.

Purpose

This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the agency elegate ne

approving lhe issue of a Recrealional Wildlife Licence for restricted )replrles w)x in this operational

policy as dangerous snakes. In particular, the number of dangerous snakes hon of large
collections can expose the public to a significant risk if there isa fall re of the o follow security
requirements as specified in the Code of Practice — Captwe Repule an n Hus andry.

Background

EHP staff are req;m\assess and approve ecrea!sonalWr

licensee to keep dangerous nake Many e |ng lice : S

of aEIor<v|ng ilO&QC&E’S‘tO keep lar: \umbersrif dangerous &
n

could cu\strluteipublt

The Natu eConservaho Admr is auon) Reg
executlve ust have regard 0 publrn heal h an
appropriate that hmrlai\ons are place | onytf
under a Recreational W{rllfe chence

. \/

Li nces forrestncted reptilesthat allow the
\' ated ca be con;rdered that the practice
j\ closel serlleg,sﬁ‘éurban environments

stales that in considering an application, the chief
and the- puﬁ/rc interest. For this reason, it is deemed
umbgr of dangerous repliles (including snakes) that can be kept

The Code of Practice — Captive phibian Husbandry outlines the minimum security arrangements
that must be in place if dangerous Sfiakes are (o be kepl. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes to peop!g,who may enler the premises. This policy addresses that issue.

Definitions
Dangerous Snake:

The following species of land snakes are capable of delivering a fatal bite or a bite that may cause severe
symptoms in an adult human:

Page 1 of 4 » 131204

Great state. Great opportunity.

Queensland
B R e L S T S e U S e T e e Aol Gaverniment

13-474 DL Documents 14 of 63 ise



Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

— copperhead, Austrelaps superba

— De Vis' snake, Denisonia devisr,

— ornamental snake, Denisonia maculata; and

—whip snakes, Demansia spp.

— pale-headed snake, Hoplocephalus bitorquatus;

~ Stephen’s banded snake, Hoplocephalus stephensi;
— tiger snake, Notechis scutalus; Q
— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scuteflatus;

—western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidota;
—red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus;

— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus;
— Collett's snake, Pseudechis colleft; @
— mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis; %
— speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guttata;

~ Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami; v

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textilis; @

—western brown snake, Pseudonaja nuchalis; V

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus nigrescens, an@

— curl snake, Sufa suta; Q~

- rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis r:a.v'f'nab.r.sV

Closely settled suburbia: means ordinary urb elopment with a block size of less than 1000m”.

Delegate: means the person with the ropyiate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife
Licence — Restricted.

Euthanasia is to achieve huma tion of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death of the animajithout il first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 4, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence - for restricted reptiles- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional
endorsement for a restricted animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted repfiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.
2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:

a. Ifalicence renewal, lhe number of animals currently kept by the applicant

Page 2 of 4 + 131204 Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

b. Ifa new applicalion from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, the

number of animals currently kept by the hpplicanii as indicated in the application. ..---1 Comment [ES1]: Beck...for your
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" determination. | originally wrote this to
c. If a new applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of applicalion, 20 individual animals. say you can bring in what you have, but
a couple of commenters have said, why
: net only allow them {o bring in {he 20
Internal assessing procedures animals that a new applicant can have,
Your call.

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for restricted repliles for the keeping of dangerous snakes can
require additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps. Q
Pre-licencing audit
Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes should be audited prior to the appligéti eing
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of photographs, film et.
4
e

Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles that list dangerous snakes -

Conditioning of Licences:
In addition to licence holders complying with the code, the following conditions ml% d to Recreation
licensed premises is made aware prior to entering that dangerous snak b&ing kept within the premises.

1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures are in place {o ensure that Ey who seeks to enter Lthe

1(b). The measures aken by the licensee for the purposes of 1(a) must haW’effect regardless of whether the

premises allows or permils another person to ent mises when the licensee is not present at the
premises.

licensee is present at the premises that at the time.
- An example for condition 1(b) is if a person othe@fw iCensee who is residing at the licensing

as#ires are in place to minimise the potential for

2. The licensee must ensure that adequate secus €
d premises where the dangerous snakes are lo be kept

unauthorised persons to enter that part of the
(the snake holding room).

- An example for condition 2. @ocked security screens fitted to all windows or ofher potential
external entry points to th ke hdiding room, as well as a locked doors at internal entry points.

3. For local government disaster magagement planning purposes, the licensee must provide nolice in writing to

the relevant Shire Council in July of each calendar year that dangerous snakes are being kept at the licensed
Comment [ES2]: We need fo nolify

premises.
R e LGAQ that we are doing this

4. If dangerous snakes are allowed lo breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed the
limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared with care it contains general information and does not profess fo offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any exiernal decisions or actions
laken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection should
satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.

Page 3 of 4 + 131204 Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Approved By

Signature Date
Geoff Clare Enquiries:
Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services Ph. 3330 5512

Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection

&
N
OVQg/
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&
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

== “
From: SAVOCA Rosie
Sent: Tuesday, 11 March 2014 1:08 PM
To: Williams Rebecca; JOYCE Mike; DEVERY Michael
Cc: Frisby Tony; EGAN Sally; Sievers Wolf
Subject: RE: request for review of operational policy
Attachments: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v2 with comments.doc

Hi Beck

Attached are comments from Mike and I regarding the Ops policy.
Please don't hesitate to contact us if you would like to discuss anything.

Thanks

Rosie Sawocar

Senior Conservation Officer Q
Threatened Species Unit - Compliance

Conservation, Strategy and Planning

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

5th Floor, 400 George Street Brisbane QLD 4001
GPO Box 2454 Brisbane QLD 4001

Ph: 07 3330 5258

Fax: 07 3330 5398 %@

Work Mobite4pa(6)Bersonalinformation

Email: rosie.savoca@ehp.qgld.gov.au @
Greatstate. V
oty B Covernmen QQ/

From: Williams Rebecca
Sent: Thursday, 6 March 2014 12:23 l@\/
R

To: JOYCE Mike; DEVERY Michael

Cc: Frisby Tony; EGAN Sally; SAV: \o e; Sievers Wolf
Subject: request for review of atidnal policy

Mike(s)
Sally has drafted this operational policy. | seek your comment before we forward to Geoff for his endorsement.

Your comments by COB Wednesday 12 March 2014 would be appreciated.
Regards
Beck

RD Williams

Director Wildlife

Environment and Heritage Protection
Telephone 07 33305512

Great state, i Queensland

Great opportunity. Government

1
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Departmentiof Environmentand Heritage 'Protection

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Repfiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interprefation of legisiation and for the management
of non-legisiative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHF). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreational Wildlife Licences that paufit

the keeping and recrealional use of restricled reptiles, specifically dangerous snakes.

¥ 2 = ’
Purpose
This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the agency glgga(g needs to en
approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted | eptiles, w\h@p are listSs operational
palicy as dangerous snakes. : . In particular, the numibet dangerous

is a failure of the
ptile and Amphibian

snakes and the locations of large collections can expoggihepu@c\o a signiﬁé? isl\€

licensee to follow security requirements as speciﬁe}gﬁﬁ the Code of Practice — j

Husbandry. o \ >
Backg;gun’cf__\ \//\( \ K//CA) o

EHP;staff are required to assess 'Recreat‘r?ﬁal V\{;I j e that allow the licensee to keep
dangerous sna%es.“Many exisling licences are unlimited. It can ed th\ag jhe/pfac{ice of allowing
Iicensé‘ s to keep Iarge\-gmbers fc}angerou snakes‘in ctosély_s& d Subl}?ban environments could constitute
a publiciisk, \ N

The Nature Conservgtion (Ad\minist tion Reu!aq @ states that in considering an application, the chief
executive m Qt have regard loI public ealt\h\an sa‘\el and'the public interest. For this reason, it is deemed
appropriate that Iimita%iops are placed on th T of dangercus reptiles (including snakes) thal can be kept

under a Recrea}ional Wildlife Licenoe}

The Code of Practice — Captive Rep{l€ agd Amphibian Husbandry outlines the minimum security arrangements
that must be in place if dangerclis snak€s are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous shakes lo\:eoﬁa who may h g

Definitions
Dangerous Snake:

The following species of land snakes feund—m—huesasland are capable of delivering a fatal bite or causing ] Comment [SR1]: Why Is it only for QLD. Many cs;;-mgemus

- teamadullhuman: 00 TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTmTmmmmmmmemmmmemmee animals currently held by RWL restricted licensees are
Severs symploms: endemic outside of QLD.
Page 1 of 4 « 131204

Queensland
Eovemment

Great state. Great opportunity.
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Operational policy

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

— tiger snake, Notechis scutalus,

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scuteliatus;

—weslern taipan, Oxyuranus microfepidota;
~red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus;
— blue-bellied or spotied black snake, Pseudechis guttatus;
— Collel’s snake, Pseudechis collettr,

—mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis;
— Ingram's brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami,

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textills;

—western brown snake, Pseudonajfa nuchalis,
— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus nigrescens, and

~ rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis carinatus

-copperhead, Austrelapsisuperba

animals easily. This also allows new species discovered in

----1 Comment [SR2]: List should be in genus to group
the genus to be captured in the future.

--{ Comment [SR3]: Make one list of dangerous animals. |

~ speckled E@\\Nn snake, Pseudona'agu‘tala'{; b
= paﬁ%hegded s?éke, Hopfo/cephh(ys bitorquatus; -~ r
< §tephen's banded snake, }-Jop!océpharus stephe;ns{
~ curl snake, Suta suta; \ (\ (

o
L
/’/ g

I//
\/

A

— De Vis’ srﬁke, D\er{isonia devisi,

-~ ornamenta Take, benisonia maculata; an
—whip sinakes. Qeman (a spp. \
X\ \ \

\\ N z‘l | M
HeondE & = v
Closely settled sub\urbia: means ordinal n dévelopment with a block size of less than 1000m?.

Delegate: means the' person with!/h appiapriate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife

Licence — Restricted. \\ e
o
Euthanasia is to achieve humane destruction of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility

followed by rapid death of the animal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

5 { Coms:nent [SR41: Schedule for restricted is schedule 4 ]
part

Recreational Wildlife Licence - Restricted- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional endorsement for a

restricied printernationatanimal. e .. .---=] Comment [SR5]: Obtaining restricted endorsement does
e noggﬂawyuu to keep or use internaticnal animals. You
3 need fo obtain an international endorsement for this
Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence — Restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) fnust:

Comment [SR6]: This wording of licence name is not
consistent across document.

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.

Page 2 of 4 - 131204 Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

13-474 DL Documents 20 of 63 !45
e



Operational policy

2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:

a. If alicence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant as indicated in the
application form.

b. If a new application from an interslate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, the

number of animals currently kept by the applicant as indicated in the bpplicat'mr(. e [SR7]: Why can interstate ppl have more.
Anather option is to state they can only bring into QLD 20
c¢. If a new applicant with no dangerous snakes al the time of application, 20 individual animals. dangerous animals, this includes any gravid females.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences — Restricted for the keeping of dangerous snakes can require %2

additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

< /
Pre-licencing audit { \/ A\
Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes sh Id be &udited’pricr to the atpn being
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of hotog \”lm et
e . \
Conditioning of Licences:
In addition to licence holders complying with the code the followh cond: ons phed to esir\cted
Recreational Wildlife Licences for the keepmg of dal?gerous snakes - \ \
N

1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures arﬁ in place 0 ensure a ho see\( to enter the
licensed premises is made aware prior 1o entenng that #ene?eus da er s shakes are belng keptwtﬁm the
premlses \

\

& (— N

1(b). The measures laken by the licensee for lhe purposes of 1(: ust have eﬁect regardless of whether the
i

o
licensee 1s Q‘:sentit the premlses ét the tm\o \ /\
-An xample for condition 1 b rs |fa pers n 0 e flcensee who is residing at the licensing
prem|ses allows or per&wts ano her person premlsas when the licensee is not present at the
premises.
2. The licensee mu:st ensure that adequat easures are in place to minimise the potential for
unautherised person{: to enter that part githe sed premises where the-death-adders or other venomous
dangerous snakes are to be kept @ olding roomy).

- An example for condifion 2 wollg be locked security screens fitted fo all windows or other potential
extarnal entry points to the snake holding room, as well as a locked doors al internal entry points.

3. For local government disaster management planning purposes, the licensee must provide notice in writing to
the relevant Shire Council in July of each calendar year that ¥eremeus-dangerous snakes are being kept al the

licensed premises, __.-==1 Comment [SR8]: Should the department rotify LGAQ and
"""""""" = advise lhem‘v:e will be requesting this. This will allow LGAQ
4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed the ta comment if they do nol want to obtain this information, or

will allow them to be ready for the information.

limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared wilh care it cantains general information and does not profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions

Page 3cof 4 +131204 Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
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aol 4 o s ata)

laken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection should
salisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.

Approved By
Signature Date
Geoff Clare Enquiries:
Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services Ph. 3330 6512/
Depariment of Environment and Herilage e ,
Q -
\
b

Protection pi é
. R
\/‘ \ %%
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

e A i §
From: ehpcssncs.corro@ehp.gld.gov.au
Sent: Wednesday, 14 May 2014 1:40 PM
To: PRIOR Katrina
Subject: Correspondence Rejected:CTS No. 06129/14:Concerning: New Operational Policy

regarding RWL for restricted reptiles

CTS No. 06129/14 has been reviewed and has been sent back for rework by Corro EHP CSS NCS with
the following explanation: Good afternoon Sally - please amend brief as per A/JED NCS
comments/request inserted on brief and re-submit. Thank you. Sylvia.

This item needs to be returned to EHP - CSS NCS on or before 22/04/14.

The request concerns: New Operational Policy regarding RWL for restricted r@iz

<

Y4

You should:

1. Undertake the necessary changes.

2. Resubmit for approval. { show me how ) %
Please click on the Item Link to view the item on MECS.

If you have any queries please contact Corro CSS NCS or officers from EHP - CSS NCS by
emailing to ehpcssncs.corro@ehp.gld.gov.au he link Management Team Link.

email. EmailRejectToApproveResponse QV

N\
&

1
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

From: WILLIAMS Rebecca

Sent: Friday, 23 May 2014 8:50 AM

To: EGAN Sally; PRIOR Katrina

Cc: EVANS Lucy; JOYCE Mike; WILLIAMS Allan; DEVERY Michael

Subject: FW: Item Finalised : CTS N0.06129/14: Concerning New Operational Policy

regarding RWL for restricted reptiles

I know we have had a bit of discussion about this but we need to have reference to the substance on the palicy on
the web before the end of next week. To facilitate this Sally could you summarise so it becomes text, | will nominate
where it is to go and Lucy can you put in by Thursday please.

Mike and Allan FYI

Regards
Beck

RD Williams Q
Director Wildlife

Environment and Heritage Protection

Telephone 07 33305512

Great state, ‘i%‘? Queensland %Q

el Government

Great opportunity.

From: ehpcssncs.corro@ehp.qld.gov.au [mailto: ; .gld.gov.au]

Sent: Thursday, 22 May 2014 3:45 PM
To: WILLIAMS Rebecca

Subject: Item Finalised : CTS No.OGlZQﬁWcaming New Operational Policy regarding RWL for restricted reptiles

CTS No. 06129/14 has bee ali8ed. As you were involved in this item you may wish to review the
comment history and vieql al attachments.

Concerning: New Operational Policy regarding RWL for restricted reptiles

The following comments were added (if any): A/ED approved and signed brief, letter to LGAQ

and policy. Signed documents to Lucy Evans for appropriate action. Scanned copy of signed
brief & attachments attached to workflow. Sylvia.

Please click on the Item Link to view the item on MECS

As this email is automatically generated, please do not select reply.

If you have any queries please contact EHP - CSS NCS or officers from EHP - CSS NCS by emailing to
ehpcssncs.corro@ehp.qgld.gov.au or via the link Management Team Link.

1
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CTS No. 06129/14

A

Fd
}anrovittf Not Approved Noted

Department of Environment and Heritage
GENERAL BRIEFING NOTE _
Signe
TO: AlExecutive Director — Nature Conservation Dated /"
Services (’Llé‘ agr \p
SUBJECT:  Policy for limiting numbers of dangers snakes to he kept under a Recreational
Wildlife Licence and appropriate conditioning
RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the A/Executive Director — NCS

Q
o

o

approve the allached policy
sign the policy document
sign the lelter to the Local Government Association Queensland informing them of these changes.

BACKGROUND/KEY ISSUES

o

There has historically been no limit on the amount of dangerous shakes th@n be kept under a
restricted Recreational Wildlife Licence in suburban areas.

This has recently been raised as an issue by senior management wit '\@a\) partment.

There is the potential for large numbers of dangerous snakes kept@ ban environments to
become a risk to public safety.

It is considered a reasonable public good initiative to limit the numper of dangerous snakes that can
be kept in a suburban environment.

Whilst the keeping of dangerouis shakes under a restric
by a code of practice, there Is not a requirement for th
premises that there are dangerous snakes present.
The code also fails to provide a requirement th efers of dangerous snakes notify their local
government for the purposes of disaster mana ept planning.

The altached policy provides for the de!egEt o It the number of shakes that can be kept in

ational Wildlife Licence is guided
to notify anyone entering the

suburban areas (defined in the policy) a mends the delegate conditions the permit to ensure
anyone entering the premises knows erous snakes are there (eg through signage), and
ent in case the information is required for disaster

secondly, notifies the relevant local

management planning.

NV
O

COMMENTS &
ATTACHMENTS
Author Cloared by Recommendech:

Name: Sally Egan

Pasition: Regional Manager -
Southern )

Tel No:07 1688 1258

Name; Rehecca Williams
Posilion: Direclor — Wildlife
Management

Dale; 21/05/14

Name: Rod Goodbun
Position;A/Execulive Diraclor
Tel No: 3330 5390

Date:

Dale:14/03/2014 Tel N0:3330 6512
File Ref: Page 1 of 1
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Queensland
Government

-3:' 22 MAY 20"‘ Depailment of
i Enviranment and
Heritage Protection

Ref  CTS 06129/14

Mr Greg Hallam PSM

Chief Executive Officer

LGAQ

PO Box 2230

FORTITUDE VALLEY QLD 4006

Dear Mr Hallam Q
| am writing to inform you that the Department of Environment a \&ge Protection is

introducing a new policy designed to improve public safety with r to dangerous snakes
kept under a Recreational Wildlife Licence (RWL). P

crpational Wildlife Licences for
angerous snakes that can he
7 Additionally, the policy requires

The Operational policy: considerations when assessi
restricted repliles — dangerous snalkes limits the nur
kept under a new RWL in a suburban area to 20 aij
that RWLs are conditioned to ensure any persen eeks to enter the licenced premises
is made aware of the presence of the dangef kes, and that for local government
disaster management planning purposesgthe see provides annual wrilten notice to
their local government advising that d@ snakes are being kept at the licensed

premises.

The requirement for RWL helders tokeep their animals in accordance with the Code of
Practice - Captive Reptile arld Amphibian Hushandry remains unchanged. The Code is
available on the depart site at: <http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/licences-
permits/plants-animals/re onhal-use-animals/keeping_wildlife_for_recreatlonal_

purposes.htiml>. & )
Should your s aveany further enquiries, please contact Ms Rebecca Williams, Director
Wildlife Manag&nent Unit of the department on telephane (07) 3330 5512,

Yours sincerely

R soodbun
AlExecutive-Director
Nature Conservation Services

Enc. Operational policy: considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
restricted repliles — dangerous snakes

Level b

400 George Slreel Brishane

GPO Box 2454 Brishane

Queenstand 4001 Auslralia

Telephone + 61 7 3330 6390
Page 1 of 1 Webslte vaav.ehp.ald.qov.au

ABN 46 640 204 485
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Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operalional policles provide a framework for consistent application and Interpretation of laglslalion and for the management
of non-legislative mallers by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
Intended to be applied Inflexibly In all clreumstances, Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject
This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreation

the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specifically dﬂger\us s
e needst/osnsmer when

iarewlustecgn this operational
e’lgeations of large

Licences that permit

Purpose

/
This cperalional policy provides clarification on matters that the ajeng?¥ ¢ leg
approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restrict

policy as dangerous shakes. In particular, the number of dan

S kes and

collections can expose the public fo a significant risk Iigler Is re of the: I censee o follo secunly
requirements as specified in the Code of Practice — Capli lg and>*Amphibian Hus andr

Background / \ \ \ />

EHP staff-are required foa essfan/ } rov 3 nal’ ildlfe Licences forrestri ted repliles that allow the
!|cer§ee to keep dangsrous , Many ern g lice c/ es ar miled. ltca be co Idered that the practice
of al of dangerous sn kesu clos 1 selll 5Lst urban environments
could ¢

wing Ilce sees k{keep ]ar e nu
c\siilute ipubhc\ \

The Na QConservaﬂon Adm sra
executive must hav regard

Regt ation 2006 slates th t In considering an application, the chief
hea! and safely and'the: pu{lc interest. For this reason, it is deemed

appropriate that Ilmlia({ ce(} on l humber of dangerous reptiles (including snakes) that can be kept
under a Recregtional ence. i )
e and Amphiblan Husbandry outlines the minimum securily arrangements

The Code of Praglice — Gaptive Repl] g
that must be in plazge5 if dangerous shakes are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes 10,people wio may enter the premises. This policy addresses (hat Issue.

Ko

Definitions

Dangerous Snake: the following species of land snakes are capable of delivering a falal bite or a bile that may
cause severe symptoms in an adult human:

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

_Page 1 of 4 » 131204
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

—copperhead, Atstrelaps superha

— De Vis' snake, Denisonia devisi;

—ornamental snake, Denisonia maculata; and

~whip snakes, Demansia spp.

— pale-headed snake, Hoplocephalus bitorqualus;

~ Stephen’s handed snake, Hoplocephalus stephensi;

-- liger snake, Nolechis sculatus;

- eastern talpan, Oxyuranus sculellalus,

—waestern taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidola; Q
— red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus; %
— blue-bellied or spolted black shake, Pseudechis guttatus; @

— Caollell's snake, Psetidechis collelli, p

- mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis;

~speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja gultata; %@

~ Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami,

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja lexlilis; @?\

—western brown snake, Pseudonaja nuchalis;
—small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus ni M

—curl snake, Sula sula; %
— rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis cariralus

Closely settled suburhia: means g an development with a block size of less than 1000m?

nd

Delogate: means the person with theNapgropriate level of authorily lo approve and Issuie a Recreational Wildlife

Licence — Reslricted. &
Euthanasia Is to achiey, ang destruction of an animal. The method must achleve instant insensibliity
followed by rapid death of{he animal without It first regaining sensation or consciousness,

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 4, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence — for restricted repfiles- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional
endorsement for a restricted animal.

Policy statement

The delegale, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerotis snhakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.
2. Ifin closely seltled suburhia, limit the licence to:
a. Ifalicence renawal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant

b, Ifa new application from an Interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, 20
individual animals.

Page 2 of 4 + 131204 Department of Envlronment and Herllage Prolection
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Shakes

c. Ifanew applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 individual animals.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for reslricled repliles for the keeping of dangerous snakes can
require additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nalure of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

Pre-licencing audit

Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes should be audited prior jexthe application being
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of photographs, fﬂ%

Conditioning of Licences:
In addition lo licence holders complying with the code, the following condilions e applied to Recreallon
Wildlife Licences for restricted repliles that list dangerous snakes - V4

1(a). The licensee musl ensure that measures are in place to ensure%yy person who seeks lo enter the
licensed premises Is made aware prior to entering that dangerou are being kept within the premises.

- An example for condition 1(a) is the posting of signa e enlry of the properly or to the room

where the animals are kept.

1(b). The measures taken by the licensee for the pu 1(a) must have effect regardless of whether the

licensee Is present at the premises that at the tim

~ An example for condition 1(b) Is if ther than the licensee who Is residing at the licensing

premises allows or permits another per3gn to enter the premises when the licensee s not present at the
premises.

2. The licensee must ensure that a@ security measures are in place to minimise the potential for

unauthorised persons to enter %art f the licensed premises where the dangerous shakes are to be kept

(the snake holding room).

- An example fo@ifmn 2. would be locked securily screens filted to all windows or other potential
external entry poin(® to the snake holding room, as well as locked doors at internal entry points.

3. For local government disaster management planning purposes, the licensee must provide notice in writing to
the relevant local government in July of each calendar year that dangerous snakes are being kept at the
licensed premises.

4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed the
limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared wilh care it conlains general information and does not profess lo offer legal,
professlonal or commerclal advice. The Queensland Government accepls no liabllity for any exlernal decislons or aclions
taken on the basls of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Herilage Proleclion should
salisfy themselves independenlly and by consulting thelr own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of aclion.
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Approved By

] A {05’ (\”l‘-

Dale
Rod Goodbun Enquiries:
AlExeculive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services Ph. 3330 5512
Department of Environment and Heritage

Protection &

&
N
&Qg/
AN
&

Page 4 of 4 + 131204 Department of Environment amd Herltaye Protection

13-474 DL Documents 31 of 63




ARMBRUSTER %r_ilstine

m

From: PRIOR Katrina

Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 3:05 PM

To: HOTCHKIS Debra

Cc: DEVERY Michael

Subject: FW: New policy for keeeping 'restricted’ reptiles
Attachments: DMView_1401072081944_06129-14_814251

_AED_NCS_signed_brief_and_attachments.pdf

Hi Deb
Could you possibly hunt down a clean copy of this policy and provide to Mike?2
Thanks

Kat

From: DEVERY Michael

Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 2:29 PM &

To: PRIOR Katrina
Subject: FW: New policy for keeeping 'restricted" reptiles

Hi Kat @
Any chance of getting clean copy of the approved policy? %

v

From: DEVERY Michael

Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 12:48 PM
To: HOULT Liana

Cc: WILLIAMS Allan; SAVOCA Rosie; Pf atrina
Subject: New policy for keeeping ‘rﬂtri bed' reptiles

Hi Liana
FYl. As per the attached doc%tion, a new policy has been approved by the Acting Executive Director Nature
Conservation Services in respect to the keeping of ‘restricted’ dangerous snakes under a Recreational Wildlife
Licence. It is proposed that this document be available on the EHP website later this week

| expect that you may wish to make QCAT aware of this development so I'll arrange for a version to be available to
you with the ‘DRAFT’ watermark removed.

Regards
mike

Michael Devery

Manager Compliance

Nature Conservation Services

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Work: 33305257

S

il
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

e |
From: DEVERY Michael
Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 2:29 PM
To: PRIOR Katrina
Subject: FW: New policy for keeeping 'restricted' reptiles
Attachments: DMView_1401072081944 06129-14 814251

_AED_NCS _signed_brief_and_attachments.pdf

Hi Kat
Any chance of getting clean copy of the approved policy?

Cheers

mike

From: DEVERY Michael

Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 12:48 PM Q
To: HOULT Liana \2\
Cc: WILLIAMS Allan; SAVOCA Rosie; PRIOR Katrina
Subject: New policy for keeeping 'restricted' reptiles @

V4
Hi Liana
FYI. As per the attached documentation, a new policy has been a v the Acting Executive Director Nature
Conservation Services in respect to the keeping of ‘restricted’ ar%s snakes under a Recreational Wildlife
Licence. It is proposed that this document be available oné ebsite later this week

| expect that you may wish to make QCAT aware of t i% pment so I'll arrange for a version to be available to
you with the ‘DRAFT” watermark removed.

Regards Q N

mike QV
Michael Devery \

Manager Compliance &

Nature Conservation Sewic%

Department of Environment ard Heritage Protection
Work: 33305257

T T —

Great state. = Queensland

Great cpportunity. Government

i
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ARMBRUSTE_RLChrEstine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Beck

PRIOR Katrina

Wednesday, 21 May 2014 8:39 PM

WILLIAMS Rebecca

Fwd: CTS No: 06129/14 for your information/input concerning: New Operational
Policy regarding RWL for restricted reptiles

Just checking if you mean actual EHP webpage or our Sharepoint site?

K.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: <ehpcssncs.corro@ehp.gld.cov.au> %Q
Date: 21 May 2014 17:07:30 AEST Q/

To: <Katrina.Prior@ehp.gld.cov.au>

Policy regarding RWL for restricted reptiles

Subject: CTS No: 06129/14 for your information/inp@l&rning: New Operational

CTS No 06129/14 concerning the above is curr %;igned to WILLIAMS Rebecca
for action. It has been decided that you ne e involved so you have been sent a
link to this item for your information/input. Pi€age see below for relevant comments.

Lucy as discussed can you update th@(notice. Mike D and Allan W FYI re QCAT.
Sally as discussed a few other job cowie out of this for ecotrack and project unify,

Mike J FYI ; Kat as discussed this inffgrmation will need to go asap on our web page.

Y
O

Please click on th@m to view the item on MECS.

If you have any queries please contact WILLIAMS Rebecca or officers from EHP - CSS
NCS by emailing to ehpcssncs.corro@ehp.qld.gov.au or via the link Management Team

Link.

email: EmaillinformationOfficerNotification

13-474

1
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Hello Beck and Kat,

Egan Sally

Thursday, 13 February 2014 5:00 PM
Williams Rebecca; Prior Katrina
op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes
op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes.doc

First and rough cut. Defer to your policy expertise.

S;

13-474

&
N
&Qg/
AN
&

1
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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legislation and for the management
of non-legisfative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreatio
the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specifically dangerous.s

ildlife Licences that permit

at\alfo( the licencee to keep

Purpose

This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the aggncy
approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restrict
the number of venomous snhakes and the locations of large ¢
if there is a failure of the licencee to follow security requi
Reptile and Amphibian Husbandry.

Background

EHP staff m sessand/} ro jonal |ld| fe Licences

dangérous snakes. Many ex«stmg icences imited car}/be onsndeRbd th t the p actice of allowing
I:cence\es to keeparg numbe of'daggeroys’snakes|in closely settied su rbaruan ironments could constitute
a pubhc risk. i 5\/ \./

The Nature Conservation Admigis r ) Regulation 20086 states th t in considering an application, The chief
executive must have regar u oheai(h and safety an\the -public interest. For this reason, it is deemed
appropriate t\‘&vt I[mltatl\ re acec} on the number of dangerous snakes that can be kept under a
Recreational Wildlife Licefge i/

The Code of Practice — Captive Reptjle and Amphibian Husbandry clearly outlines the security arrangements

that must be in place if dangeroV akes are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes ’&JWM may have cause to enter the premises. This policy addresses this issue.

Definitions
Dangerous Snake:

The following species of land snakes found in Queensland are capable of delivering a fatal bite to an adult
human:

Page 1 of 3 » 131204

Great/state. Great opportunity.
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Operational policy
Considerations when applying for a scheduled 4 drug authority

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

— tiger snake, Notechis scutatus;

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scutellatus;

— western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidota;

— red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus;

— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus;,
— Collett's snake, Pseudechis colletti,

— mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis;

— Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami,

— eastern brown snake, Psetdonaja textilis;

— western brown snake, Pseudonaja nuchalis; Q

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus nigrescens; and ‘ /.w“”'"\ Q‘ \

— rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis carinatus ;f @ { /’\
- copperhead, Austrelaps superba \

The following species are regarded as being capable of deliv és that may ¢ usehevere symptoms Bites
from large specimens may require medical attention: / /?* \\ N

S j \/ \ /\
— speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guttat7
- pale—headed snake, Hoplocephalus’ﬁ"'to

ol
_Stephensbﬁm nake, k o ? \\/

if /curl snake, Suta suta,
2 De Vis’ rfake Demsoma dewisi
- ornamental snake Dem \culata\ and
- wh|p snakes Dem spp. \

Closely settled su\burb %aans ordm?ry urban development with a block size of less than 1000m®.

Delegate: means the person with the a proprlate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife
Licence — Restricted. X

Euthanasia is to achleve humane destruction of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death o\f the animal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 3, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence - Restricted- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional endorsement for a
restricted or international animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence — Restricted for the keeping of dangerous
snakes must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.

2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:

Page 23834 131204 DL Documents Department of Environment and Herit3dtBgection
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Operational policy
Considerations when applying for a scheduled 4 drug authority

a. If alicence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant

b. If a new application from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, the
number of animals currently kept by the applicant

c. If a new applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 animals.
In issuing the licence for a restricted number of animals, the delegate must:

3. Ensure that the licence is conditioned such that all persons likely to enter the premises where
dangerous snakes are kept are made aware of the animal’s presence; and

4. Ensure that the licence is conditioned such that if the animals are allowed to breed, the total number of
animals kept by the licencee cannot exceed the limitation of the licence.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences — Restricted for the keepmg o d s snakes can require
additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently heid by % cant

Staff can assess the urban nature of a proposed licenced premises \hroug use of Google maps

\ -
Disclaimer @ \ \

While this document has been prepared with care it contains ge I'in \at\io\n and does not profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Govem
taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the

epis no Ilablhfy for any.external Qemslor}s .oractions
satisfy themselves/ndependently and by consu[tmg@Wro iessro al ad\.rls}a{s be ore embarking or\l\aqy proﬁe\d

ment of Enwronm nt and\Herltage\Protectron should
course of act:on -

2 \ ,f
v~ ( \
Approved By <~ \ (
\\ ‘\\ \\\ \\ \

N \

% X\ \‘ \\ \

\\‘\ \\ \ \V\ \\\ \\\

\\ ‘\\ Py \ ‘\\ \ \ o
\\ Signatu T \I \\ L Date
\\ ¥ 3 ;" N

Geoff Clare ‘ /’[ Enquiries:
Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services - Ph. 3330 5512
Department of Enwronmentand Heritage

Protection
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ARMBRUSTER Christine_

m

From: Williams Rebecca

Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2014 4:10 PM
To: EGAN Sally; Prior Katrina

Cc: Evans Lucy

Subject: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v3
Attachments: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v3.doc
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Kat: Can you have this put on MECS for me please.
Sally can you do a very brief brief on this for Geoff.

Kat when this is approved we will need to put on Steps and incorporate into our information on the web. This is just
a place marker for work at this stage

Regards %Z
Beck @

RD Williams
Director Wildlife y
Environment and Heritage Protection
Telephone 07 33305512

Great slate. ¥0
Great opportunity. Queensiand

&) Government _

1
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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legislation and for the management
of non-legislative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject .

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreatlo ildlife Licences that permit

the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specifically dangerous s
Purpose (J \/\

This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the aggncy deleg e needs to co sider when
approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restrict p |Ies wh are Ilste n this operational
policy as dangerous snakes. In particular, the number of dan akes and e’loc:atlon of large
collections can expose the public to a significant risk lft r : re of the | censee o follow security
requirements as specified in the Code of Practice — a ve tiIe and mphibian Hus andry.

Background \ \ \

EHP staff MSsessiand/a\b rov; |ona1 ildlife Licences for rest cted reptiles that allow the
i:censee to keep dangerous sq\ake Many hce ces a unllmited tca be co idered that the practice

ofailovmg lice sees%gkeep large numgbers anger us sn esn closel ‘settled stiburban environments
could constltute publlc: i&

The Natur Conservatxon Admigistr ) Regulation 2006 states that in considering an application, the chief
executlve ust hav regar eal h and safety and thepﬂﬁ/{c interest. For this reason, it is deemed
appropriate that ]lmlta 1op ce )on th numb r of dangerous reptiles (including snakes) that can be kept

under a Recreational W d ‘@ icence.

The Code of Practice — Captive Reptjle and Amphibian Husbandry outlines the minimum security arrangements
that must be in place if dangerous shakes are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes tO{:eoy!ewho may enter the premises. This policy addresses that issue.

Definitions
Dangerous Snake:

The following species of land snakes are capable of delivering a fatal bite or a bite that may cause severe
symptoms in an adult human:

Page 1 of 4 » 131204
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

— copperhead, Austrelaps superba

— De Vis' snake, Denisonia devisi;

— ornamental snake, Denisonia maculata; and

— whip snakes, Demansia spp.

— pale-headed snake, Hoplocephalus bitorquatus,

— Stephen’s banded snake, Hoplocephalus stephensi,

— tiger snake, Notechis scutatus;

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scutellatus;

— western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidota,; Q
— red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus; %
— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus; @

— Collett's snake, Pseudechis colleftr, y2

— mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis australis; @

— speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guttata;

- Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami,

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textilis; @

- western brown snake, Pseudonaja nu hv

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephal cens, and

—curl snake, Suta suta;

- rough-scaled snake, TropifWarinatus

Closely settled suburbia: %ordinary urban development with a block size of less than 1000m?,

Delegate: means the pQﬁ-with the appropriate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife
Licence — Restricted.

Euthanasia is to achieve humane destruction of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death of the animal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 4, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence — for restricted reptiles- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional
endorsement for a restricted animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.
2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:

a. If alicence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant

Page Bef A 131204 DL Documents Department of Environment and Herita,geb’ﬁction
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

b. If a new application from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, 20
individual animals.

c. If a new applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 individual animals.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles for the keeping of dangerous snakes can
require additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

Pre-licencing audit
Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes should be audi gwior to the application being
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of pho% s, ¥ilm et.

Conditioning of Licences:

o . 4
In addition to licence holders complying with the code, the followi onditions must be applied to Recreation
Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles that list dangerous sna

1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures are in plac emstre that any person who seeks to enter the
licensed premises is made aware prior to entering tha@ rous snakes are being kept within the premises.
0Se€ 0

1(b). The measures taken by the licensee for the pr% f 1(a) must have effect regardless of whether the

licensee is present at the premises that at the tj

- An example for condition 1(b) is i n other than the licensee who is residing at the licensing
premises allows or permits another p&rson to enter the premises when the licensee is not present at the
premises.

2. The licensee must ensure that a te security measures are in place to minimise the potential for

unauthorised persons to entgfthag part of the licensed premises where the dangerous snakes are to be kept
(the snake holding room)

- An example for'€gndition 2. would be locked security screens fitted to all windows or other potential
external entry points to the snake holding room, as well as a locked doors at internal entry points.

3. For local government disaster management planning purposes, the licensee must provide notice in writing to
the relevant Shire Council in July of each calendar year that dangerous snakes are being kept at the licensed
premises.

4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed the
limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared with care it contains general information and does not profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions
taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection should
satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.

Page 3 gf44131204 DL Documents Department of Environment and Herita¢f ¢fGlection
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Approved By

Signature Date
Geoff Clare Enquiries:
Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services Ph. 3330 5512
Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection %< 2

Q,,
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

m

From: WILLIAMS Rebecca

Sent: Friday, 14 March 2014 5:07 PM
To: Evans Lucy

Cc: EGAN Sally; Prior Katrina
Subject: RE: EDbrief_dangerous snakes

And the rest of that message is “please.

Thanks
Beck”

Regards
Beck

RD Williams

Director Wildlife

Environment and Heritage Protection
Telephone 07 33305512

Great state. e Queensland
L2 Government

Great opportunity.

From: WILLIAMS Rebecca
Sent: Friday, 14 March 2014 5:06 PM
To: Evans Lucy

&

Cc: Egan Sally (Sally.Egan@ehp.gld.gov.au); Prior /%yatrina.Prior@ehp.qld.qov.au)

Subject: EDbrief_dangerous snakes

Lucy

Q.

13-474

Can you attach this version to the MB@V

1
DL Documents
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ARMBRUSTER Christine

From: Prior Katrina

Sent: Monday, 31 March 2014 9:40 AM
To: Armbruster Christine

Subject: RE: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v3

No incoming, this will be instigated by us as a result of the new policy we are bringing in.

Cheers

Kat

From: Armbruster Christine

Sent: Monday, 31 March 2014 9:35 AM

To: Prior Katrina

Subject: RE: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v3

Sorry Kat, did the incoming get lost in the replies?

Christine Armbruster

Nature Conservation Services

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection %

Level 5 | 400 George Street | BRISBANE

Tel 07 3330 5820 ?\
www.ehp.gld.gov.au @

Great state. Queensland
I' Government _|

Great opportunity,

N — S S S —

Sent: Thursday, 27 March 2014 M
To: Armbruster Christine
Subject: FW: op-wl-draft-d us snakes_v3

Hi Chrissie

o
3

Administration Officer, Operational Support and Services | Wildli Marﬁgement

A job for Friday if possible. Could you please have a go at drafting a letter to LGAQ?2 Should be relatively
brief — intro, two paras maximum about what we are doing (see purpose and background), and one para

about where they fit in (see comment on draft policy).

The MECS item is 06129/14 (draft policy is there also).
Cheers

Kat

From: Williams Rebecca

Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2014 4:11 PM

To: Prior Katrina

Cc: EGAN Sally

Subject: RE: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v3

1
13-474 DL Documents
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Kat

Sorry one more thing. Could you have a letter drafted from Geoff to LGAQ letting them know we are doing this and

have put on the same MECS item.
Ta
Beck

RD Williams

Director Wildlife

Environment and Heritage Protection
Telephone 07 33305512

Great state. 2P Queensland

Great opportunity. Governmant

From: EGAN Sally
Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2014 4:01 PM
To: Williams Rebecca

Subject: op-wl-draft-dangerous snakes_v3 %Q

Hi Beck,

Latest draft with most comments incorporated. A few points for clarif] tion’in the doc.

s. %

2
13-474 DL Documents

52 of 63

Release



ARMBRUSTER Christine

= e ———— |

From: NORTHAM Adam

Sent: Wednesday, 21 May 2014 2:18 PM

To: GREEN Jo; TAYLOR Jamie; CAMERON Amber; WREGG Cameron; O'SULLIVAN Alison;
LAZZARONI Helen

Cc: EGAN Sally

Subject: FW: DMView_1400641956861_06129-14_789200
_New_Operational_Policy_regarding_RWL_for_restricted_reptiles

Attachments: DMView_1400641956861_06129-14 789200

_New_Operational_Policy_regarding_RWL_for_restricted_reptiles.doc

Hi All,
Please see attached a new draft policy regarding restricted reptile endorsements on RWL'’s. The most notable

changes relate to the number of dangerously venomous snakes able to be kept under an RWL and several new
conditions.

Can you please apply this policy when assessing applications. & !

Cheers,

Adam Northam
Senior Ranger- South East %

Wildlife Management Unit

Y4

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Tel: 07 552098620 | Mom_}maﬂon i
Visit us online at: www.ehp.gld.gov.au V
Great state. &
Great opportunity. ) Queensland Qg

B} Government _

From: EGAN Sally Q~

Sent: Wednesday, 21 May 201% 1:13 PM

To: NORTHAM Adam

Subject: DMView_1400641956861_06129-
14_789200_New_Operational_Policy_regarding RWL_for_restricted_reptiles
As requested Adam,

S.

1
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B Department of Environment and Heritage Protection mm

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legistation and for the management
of non-legislative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreatio
the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specificallydﬁer us

ildlife Licences that permit

\I}agaﬁa nee:;sider when

iles, which are listed in this operational
akes and the locations of large

Purpose

This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the aggncy
approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restrict
policy as dangerous snakes. In particular, the number of dan d't
collections can expose the public to a significant risk i@,e i 1]L{re of the ligenses}\to follow security
requirements as specified in the Code of Practice — Cafftiye Reptile and Amphibian Hus\aandry.
Background [ M\ 2 \ \
EHP staﬁm assess;gtﬁc(a% (0] tional Wildlife Licences for restricted reptilesthat allow the

licensee to keep dangerous Q\akei. Maﬁy Iice?c/és are’u Iimited%t can\be cgggidered that the practice
urban environments

.
q :
of all\é\\)\ving lice sees%o\ keep large ur@ dangerous snakes%ciosal settled.s
could constitute'a publicrisk. \ K U \)
s
i

The Natur Consérvation}'i\d 6 states tha{in considering an application, the chief
executive must have\regar
appropriat%t iimitatj\

g 2
under a Recreational Wil

r\? n) Reg @tion 20
ub oheal{h and s\e:fety and the-public interest. For this reason, it is deemed

aced on thwr of dangerous reptiles (including snakes) that can be kept
icence.

The Code of Pré:tice - Captive Reptile and Amphibian Husbandry outlines the minimum security arrangements
that must be in pia\ce if dangerous shakes are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes to people who may enter the premises. This policy addresses that issue.

Definitions

Dangerous Snake: the following species of land snakes are capable of delivering a fatal bite or a bite that may
cause severe symptoms in an adult human:

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;

Page 1 of 4 « 131204
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

— copperhead, Austrelaps superba

— De Vis' snake, Denisonia devisi,

— ornamental snake, Denisonia maculata; and

— whip snakes, Demansia spp.

— pale-headed snake, Hoplocephalus bitorquatus;

— Stephen’s banded snake, Hoplocephalus stephensi;
— tiger snake, Notechis scutatus;

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scutellatus,

— western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidota,

— red-hellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus; Q
— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus; %
— Collett's snake, Pseudechis colletti @

— mulga or king brown snake, Pseudechis auslralis,

— speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guttata; @

— Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami,

— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textilis; 0

— western brown snake, Pseudonaja nuchalis;

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus @@ﬁs; and

/

— curl snake, Suta suta;

— rough-scaled snake, Tropidechis cawjnatus
Closely settled suburbia: means orei rban development with a block size of less than 1000m?.

Delegate: means the person ww\ propriate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife
Licence — Restricted.

Euthanasia is to achie\ﬁmane destruction of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death of the animal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 4, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence — for restricted reptiles- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional
endorsement for a restricted animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.
2. If in closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:
a. If alicence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant

b. If a new application from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, 20
individual animals.

Page 33144 131204 DL Documents Department of Environment and Heritf§e0ffstection '57
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

c. Ifanew applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 individual animals.

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles for the keeping of dangerous snakes can
require additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

Pre-licencing audit

Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes should be audited prior to the application being
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of photograpthw efc.

Conditioning of Licences:

In addition to licence holders complying with the code, the following condi st be applied to Recreation

Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles that list dangerous snakes -
Ve
1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures are in place to en@at any person who seeks to enter the

licensed premises is made aware prior to entering that dangeg es are being kept within the premises.

- An example for condition 1(a) is the posting of siv the entry of the property or to the room

where the animals are kept.

1(b). The measures taken by the licensee for the 0s8€ of 1(a) must have effect regardless of whether the

licensee is present at the premises that at the ti

- An example for condition 1(b) is i n other than the licensee who is residing at the licensing
premises allows or permits another psson to enter the premises when the licensee is not present at the
premises.

2. The licensee must ensure th ta@ta security measures are in place to minimise the potential for
unauthorised persons to en ’h\uart of the licensed premises where the dangerous snakes are to be kept
(the snake holding room

- An example for %dition 2. would be locked security screens fitted to all windows or other potential
external entry points to the snake holding room, as well as locked doors at internal entry points.

3. For local government disaster management planning purposes, the licensee must provide notice in writing to
the relevant local government in July of each calendar year that dangerous snakes are being kept at the
licensed premises.

4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed the
limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared with care it contains general information and does not profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions
taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection should
satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.
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Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Approved By

Signature Date
Rod Goodbun Enquiries:
A/Executive Director, Nature Conservation Services
Nature Conservation Services Ph. 3330 5512

Department of Environment and Heritage

Protection %Q
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ARMBRUSTER Christine
m

From: DEVERY Michael

Sent: Wednesday, 11 June 2014 12:51 PM

To: ARMBRUSTER Christine

Subject: FW: Limit on restricted reptiles held under an RWL - QCAT
Hi Chrissie

Below is relevant material.
Regards

mike

From: EGAN Sally
Sent: Wednesday, 21 May 2014 9:28 AM
To: DEVERY Michael

Cc: WILLIAMS Rebecca Q
Subject: RE: Limit on restricted reptiles held under an RWL - QCAT &

Hi Mike,
Vs

Yes | agree with all your points. The draft policy is currently with the@

[ will talk to Adam about the licencee and run the audit today.?\

From: DEVERY Michael B

Sent: Wednesday, 21 May 2014 8:08 A \/
To: EGAN Sally

Cc: WILLIAMS Rebecca; WILLIAMS Alla EVERS Wolf; GOODBUN Rodney
pties held under an RWL - QCAT

Subject: FW: Limit on restricte

Hi Sally <2~

In preparation for the upcoming QCAT compulsory conference in Cairns, are you able to update me on where
Wildlife Management is at with the issues and suggested responses | raised below. I'd like to ensure that both Allan
Williams, the Litigation Unit and | are in a position to respond to any queries that might be brought up by Tribunal
Member or appellant regarding the contemporary approach to licensing of restricted.

Regards
mike

Michael Devery

Manager Compliance

Nature Conservation Services

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection
Work: 33305257

.
Modon 4 AC8) ErSBRBINAaIm-tion
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GrEatapReltuily; * Government

From: DEVERY Michael

Sent: Friday, 16 May 2014 8:06 AM
To: EGAN Sally

Cc: WILLIAMS Allan; WILLIAMS Rebecca; SIEVERS Wolf; GOODBUN Rodney; SAVOCA Rosie
Subject: Limit on restricted reptiles held under an RWL - QCAT

Hi Sally

| refer to our Tuesday teleconference with NSW about a compliance/licensing matter during which it came to our
attention that an RWL had recently been granted in respect to premises in a residential area without a limit on the
number of restricted reptiles that may be kept under the licence. | understood from the discussion that this occur as
a result of a misunderstanding within Wildlife Management about the interim licencing requirements to be applied
while the revised policy is being formally approved.

| anticipate that the question of the current approach to licensing of restricted reptil Il be raised in the course of
the QCAT directed pending compulsory conference that Allan Williams and | are att in Cairns on 2 June. While
| believe the internal email correspondence and associated documentation gep€rated over the past few months in
relation to this matter will provide a sound indication of the intention of the d&@agfment to apply a limit to the
number of restricted animals authorised to be kept from the time the mattepcame under consideration, | suggest
the following further actions should be taken as soon as possible if n eady underway:

1. The Acting Executive Director NCS consider and if satisfie
policy regarding RWLs for restricted reptiles. This ¢
Director wish to have the policy reviewed on a futr,

the content, approve the new operational
n an interim basis should the Acting Executive
asion.

2. The licensee identified in Tuesday’s meetir%wsed (pursuant to s46 of the Nature Conservation

(Administration) Regulation 2006)

- due to an administrative oversight tginterim position of the department on restricted reptile licensing
while the new operational po[ under development was not applied to his licence in respect to
the number of restricted r is permitted to keep, and

- accordingly the author I|m|ted restricted animals on his licence was an error and that his
licence has been an—« 0 ref[ect the total number of restricted reptiles he would permitted to keep
under the depar terim licencing approach at the time of his application.

3. A state-wide audit be medlately conducted to confirm that no other RWLs have been granted authorising
the keeping of unlimited numbers of restricted reptiles since the time of the revision of the department’s
licencing approach, and if this has occurred such licences be dealt with in the same manner as per 2. above.

I would be happy to assist with the preparation of any correspondence required in respect to 2 above.

I believe the above actions will suitably position Allan and | to respond to any queries in relation to recent relevant
licensing decisions should they arise at the June compulsory conference.

As this is primarily a Wildlife Management matter, the Director Wildlife Management and Acting Executive Director
may wish to consider whether advice of this development needs to be progressed further upwards with senior
management.

regards
mike

Michael Devery
Manager Compliance

2
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s Department of Environment and Heritage Protection mm

Operational policy

Wildlife management

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Operational policies provide a framework for consistent application and interpretation of legislation and for the management
of non-legislative matters by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP). Operational policies are not
intended to be applied inflexibly in all circumstances. Individual circumstances may require a modified application of policy.

Policy subject

This policy outlines the considerations when assessing and approving Recreaﬁor@ildiife Licences that permit
the keeping and recreational use of restricted reptiles, specifically dangerous gn

Purpose

approving the issue of a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restrict iles, which are listed in this operational
policy as dangerous snakes. In particular, the number of dan% nakes and the locations of large
collections can expose the public to a significant risk if the lure of the licensee to follow security
requirements as specified in the Code of Practice — Cgpfiye\Reptile and Amphibian Husbandry.

This operational policy provides clarification on matters that the agzcy delegate needs to consider when

Background

EHP staff are required to assess and appro %ﬁtlonal Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles that allow the
licensee to keep dangerous snakes. Many licences are unlimited. It can be considered that the practice

of allowing licensees fo keep large nur@o dangerous snakes in closely settled suburban environments
could constitute a public risk.

executive must have regar ic health and safety and the public interest. For this reason, it is deemed
appropriate that limitati p aced on the number of dangerous reptiles (including snakes) that can be kept
under a Recreational W Licence.

The Nature Conservation (A dz stra n) Regulation 2006 states that in considering an application, the chief

The Code of Practice — Captive Reptile and Amphibian Husbandry outlines the minimum security arrangements
that must be in place if dangerous snakes are to be kept. The code fails to require notification of the presence of
dangerous snakes to people who may enter the premises. This policy addresses that issue.

Definitions

Dangerous Snake: the following species of land snakes are capable of delivering a fatal bite or a bite that may
cause severe symptoms in an adult human:

— death adders, Acanthophis spp.;
— copperhead, Austrelaps superba
— De Vis’ snake, Denisonia devisi;
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Operational policy

Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

— ornamental snake, Denisonia maculata;

— whip snakes, Demansia spp.

— pale-headed snake, Hoplocephalus bitorquatus;

— Stephen's banded snake, Hoplocephalus stephensi;

— tiger shake, Notechis scutatus;

— eastern taipan, Oxyuranus scutellatus;

— western taipan, Oxyuranus microlepidota;

— red-bellied black snake, Pseudechis porphyriacus;

— blue-bellied or spotted black snake, Pseudechis guttatus;
— Collett's snake, Pseudechis colletti: Q
— mulga or king brown snake, Psetidechis australis; &
— speckled brown snake, Pseudonaja guttata; ’

— Ingram’s brown snake, Pseudonaja ingrami, @
— eastern brown snake, Pseudonaja textilis; %

— western brown snake, Pseudonaja nuchalis; ?‘

— small-eyed snake, Rhinoplocephalus nbr%

— curl snake, Suta suta;

rough-scaled snake, Tropidec iBatus
Closely settled suburbia: means ordigary urban development with a block size of less than 1000m2.

Delegate: means the person with % propriate level of authority to approve and issue a Recreational Wildlife

Licence — Restricted.
Euthanasia is to achiev @ce destruction of an animal. The method must achieve instant insensibility
followed by rapid death nimal without it first regaining sensation or consciousness.

Restricted animal: means a protected animal mentioned in schedule 4, part 5.

Recreational Wildlife Licence — for restricted reptiles- a recreational wildlife licence with an additional
endorsement for a restricted animal.

Policy statement

The delegate, when considering a Recreational Wildlife Licence for restricted reptiles (for the keeping of
dangerous snakes) must:

1. Consider the location that the animals are to be kept.

2. Ifin closely settled suburbia, limit the licence to:

a. If a licence renewal, the number of animals currently kept by the applicant
b. If a new application from an interstate applicant who already keeps dangerous snakes, 20
individual animals.
of If a new applicant with no dangerous snakes at the time of application, 20 individual animals.
Page $3%#%4 140522 DL Documents Department of Environment and Herit&8:0PfStection
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Considerations when assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for
Restricted Reptiles — Dangerous Snakes

Internal assessing procedures

Staff assessing Recreational Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles for the keeping of dangerous snakes can
require additional information regarding the numbers of animals currently held by an applicant.

Staff can assess the urban nature of proposed licenced premises through the use of Google maps.

Pre-licencing audit

Applications showing holding in excess of 20 dangerous snakes should be audited prior to the application being
determined. This could include by physical audit or by submission of photographs, film etc.

Conditioning of Licences:

In addition to licence holders complying with the code, the following conditions mugkbe applied to Recreation
Wildlife Licences for restricted reptiles that list dangerous snakes -

1(a). The licensee must ensure that measures are in place to ensure &%person who seeks to enter

the licensed premises is made aware prior to entering that dangero s are being kept within the
remises.

P ’

— An example for condition 1(a) is the posting of signa the entry of the property or to the room
where the animals are kept.

1(b). The measures taken by the licensee for the pu f 1(a) must have effect regardless of whether

the licensee is present at the premises that at t@
— An example for condition 1(b) isifap n Qtfier than the licensee who is residing at the licensing

premises allows or permits another@ enter the premises when the licensee is not present at

unauthorised persons to ente of the licensed premises where the dangerous snakes are to be
kept (the snake holding room

the premises. g‘
2. The licensee must ensure thaf adequate security measures are in place to minimise the potential for

- An example for m 2. would be locked security screens fitted to all windows or other potential
external entr@‘in‘t o the snake holding room, as well as locked doors at internal entry points.

3. For local govern t disaster management planning purposes, the licensee must provide notice in
writing to the relevant local government in July of each calendar year that dangerous snakes are being
kept at the licensed premises.

4. If dangerous snakes are allowed to breed, the number of animals including offspring, must not exceed
the limit of animals imposed by the licence.

Disclaimer

While this document has been prepared with care it contains general information and does not profess to offer legal,
professional or commercial advice. The Queensland Government accepts no liability for any external decisions or actions
taken on the basis of this document. Persons external to the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection should
satisfy themselves independently and by consulting their own professional advisors before embarking on any proposed
course of action.
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