
Linda Hughes  
Environmental Officer, Mining
Environmental Services and Regulation  
Central Region 
Telephone: 07 4987 9345  
Facsimile: 07 4987 9399 
Email: linda.hughes@ehp.qld.gov.au 
www.ehp.qld.gov.au
 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
99 Hospital Road, Emerald QLD 4720 
PO Box 19, Emerald QLD 4720 

Have you heard of Greentape Reduction? Stay informed by signing up to the Greentape Reduction e-newsletter!
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------------------------------ 

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or 
entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There 
is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.  

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email 
message is prohibited, unless as a necessary part of Departmental business. 

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as 
possible and delete this message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your 
computer system network. 

------------------------------ 
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Please read Andrew's emails below regarding the remapping of the environmental zones in EPC 890. 
 
Cheers 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Andrew Jensen <andrew.jensen@coffey.com> 
Date: 8 October 2013 11:39:42 AEST 
To: Benjamin Smith <BSmith@moultrie.com.au> 
Subject: RE: mapping 

Hi Ben, 
  
Further to the email below, regarding the assessment of potential impacts on matters of national 
environmental significance (MNES), the following should be noted in the significant impact guidelines: 
  
If after undertaking a self-assessment you conclude that your action is likely to have a significant impact on a 
matter of national environmental significance, or if you are unsure, you should refer the action to the Australian 
Government environment minister. Substantial penalties apply for taking an action that has, will have or is 
likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental significance without approval. 
  
Although RE 11.8.11 is listed as ‘of concern’ under state legislation, and therefore not requiring a 
buffer zone within the EA held by Shandong, it an RE which constitutes the Natural grasslands of the 
QLD Central Highlands and the North Fitzroy Basin Commonwealth listed community. 
  
Under Commonwealth significant impact guidelines, significant impacts to threatened ecological 
communities (TECs) are assessed as occurring if the action will: 
  

•      reduce the extent of an ecological community 
•      fragment or increase fragmentation of an ecological community, for example by clearing 

vegetation for roads or transmission lines 
•      adversely affect habitat critical to the survival of an ecological community 
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•      modify or destroy abiotic (non-living) factors (such as water, nutrients, or soil) necessary for 
an ecological community’s survival, including reduction of groundwater levels, or substantial 
alteration of surface water drainage patterns 

•      cause a substantial change in the species composition of an occurrence of an ecological 
community, including causing a decline or loss of functionally important species, for example 
through regular burning or flora or fauna harvesting 

•      cause a substantial reduction in the quality or integrity of an occurrence of an ecological 
community, including, but not limited to: 

-       assisting invasive species, that are harmful to the listed ecological community, to 
become established, or 

-       causing regular mobilisation of fertilisers, herbicides or other chemicals or 
pollutants into the ecological community which kill or inhibit the growth of species 
in the ecological community, or 

•      interfere with the recovery of an ecological community. 
  
The main issues at EPC890, if the community is avoided, are likely to relate to surface water runoff 
and weed control.  
  
I would therefore recommend relocating the drill holes if possible to an area outside of the 
community, ensure the community is adequately demarcated on site to avoid incursions into the 
community, and then set up an adequate buffer zone as best practice to demonstrate that indirect 
impacts from weed incursion, surface run off etc are avoided, should the internal self assessment 
process be audited at any stage. 
  
Should you require any further assistance with this please do not hesitate to be in touch. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Andrew Jensen 
Senior Environmental Consultant 
 
t:   +61 7 3002 0438 
f:   +61 7 3002 0444 
m: 

 
  
Hi Ben, 
  
The Qld government website states the following regarding PMAVs: 

PMAVs are property-scale maps certified by the Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines (DNRM). They show the boundaries of areas that can be cleared without approval, 
and areas for which approval may be required before clearing can be done. 

When a PMAV is in effect for a property, it replaces the regional ecosystem and regrowth 
maps for determining the location of vegetation assessable under the vegetation management 
laws. 

http://www.nrm.qld.gov.au/vegetation/pmavs.html 
  
With regard to EPC 890, it appears at a cursory glance as though this PMAV covers the southern lot 
of the attached map, and that the area mapped as remnant vegetation has been reduced. In 
accordance with the Qld government advice, the PMAV does supersede RE mapping held in this 
area. I note that the accuracy of the PMAV mapping is +/- 25 m so I would recommend that this is 
accounted for in development of the 500m buffer around this endangered RE. 
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One point to note however.  I see that there are areas of high value regrowth mapped as being 
present in that area on the attached map (blue shading to west) – in 2008 when the PMAV was 
issued the criteria around regrowth vegetation were different. Since then, the EP Act has been 
revised (June 2012) and EHP now recognises mature regrowth vegetation by regional ecosystem 
type in accordance with the updated mature regrowth digital data.  
  
Therefore, such areas of endangered mature regrowth vegetation would be mapped in accordance 
with its remnant status as an ERE and included as a Category B ESA following this amendment, and 
subject to a 500 m buffer zone under the EA as with other areas of Endangered REs. It is difficult to 
tell on the key on the attached map, as of concern and endangered high value regrowth are both 
shaded blue, but it appears at least the area to the west of the RE 11.4.8/11.4.9a is endangered. 
  
It would therefore appear as though the PMAV under represents the areas of endangered vegetation 
on site - it is probably worth clarifying this with your contact case officer at Queensland Government 
you are dealing with for the EA amendment however. It may be that they recommend re 
groundtruthing of the tenement to ensure all areas of endangered REs are picked up, including these 
areas of mature regrowth which require to be mapped since the PMAV was issued. Best practice in 
the interim would be working off the mapping as provided by Qld government on the attached pdf 
until the issue is resolved. 
  
In addition, the Natural grasslands of the QLD Central Highlands and the North Fitzroy Basin 
Commonwealth listed community (represented by RE 11.8.11) falls under Commonwealth legislation 
and this area should be avoided, despite the RE type being of concern. I would recommend that a 
buffer around this community be established to avoid significant impacts in line with our conversation 
earlier, and the attached guidelines on assessment of significant impacts on matters of national 
environmental significance. 
  
Please let me know if you require any further assistance. Will be in touch with further detail regarding 
the Commonwealth listed threatened ecological community in this area separately. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Andrew Jensen 
Senior Environmental Consultant 
 
t:   +61 7 3002 0438 
f:   +61 7 3002 0444 
m: 
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Regards 

 

 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________
_________ 

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed 
and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or 
publication of this email message is prohibited.   
  
If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message 
and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network 
________________________________________________________________________________
__________ 
 

 
  

 
Environmental Notice: Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
Confidentiality Notice: The content of this message and any attachments may be privileged, in confidence or sensitive. Any 
unauthorised use is expressly prohibited. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender, disregard and then delete the 
email. This email may have been corrupted or interfered with. Coffey International Limited cannot guarantee that the message you 
receive is the same as the message we sent. At Coffey International Limited's discretion we may send a paper copy for confirmation. In 
the event of any discrepancy between paper and electronic versions the paper version is to take precedence. No warranty is made that 
this email and its contents are free from computer viruses or other defects. 
 
CILDISCL0005 
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