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Queensland Department of Environment ~ itage 

Central Coast Region • Park Lane Plaza, Corner Goondoon and Tank Streets, Gladstone Old 4680 • PO Box 5065 GLADSTONE OLD 4680 
Telephone (079) 72 6055 • Facsimile (079) 72 1993 

Enquiries to 

Telephone 

Your Reference 

Our Reference 

D. Orgill 

(079) 72 6055 

MKY4106 

FZ2S/2 DO:DO317 

11 October, 1996 

Acting District Manager 
Department of Natural Resources 
PO Box 63 
MACKAY OLD 4740 

Attention: Sue Wilson 

Dear Madam, 

RE: Percy Island Pastoral Holding being Lot 3907 on Plan PH634, 
Parish of Northumberland. Lessee: -

~entofL~ 

16 oc- 10~& 

-MACKAY= 

I refer to your letter of 9 September 1996 to the Department's Whitsunday Office regarding this 
matter. This island is within the current area of management responsibility of the Central Coast 
Region, Curtis/Capricorn District based at Gladstone. 

Middle Percy Island has significant natural and cultural values making it of interest to this 
Department for national park purposes. I would request that you register this Department's 
interest in this island. 

The islands natural and cultural values have been significantly impacted by the relatively high 
density of goats previously and presently grazed there. Previous inspections of this island and 
surrounding marine environment have confirmed that there is significant destruction of existing 
vegetation, complete destruction of endemic plant species regeneration and introduction of 
exotic plant species. Extensive soil erosion problems are evident, with large areas of gully 
erosion impacting on sensitive cultural sites and cliff faces. This erosion is believed to have 
directly caused the sedimentation of rock and fringing reef areas, with resultant algae growth at 
the expense of coral habitat. 

It is the view of this region that the use of remote offshore continental islands for grazing of 
introduced hard-hooved ruminant species is environmentally inappropriate to both the island's 
ecosystem and the surrounding marine ecosystem, particularly within the Great Barrier Reef 
World Heritage Area 
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• -,C./ ,, 

2. 

The impact of goats on this island was previously advised by letter dated 22 November 1993 to 
the then Department of Lands, with a request that the existing goat density be reduced 
significantly. Department patrols to the Percy Group since that letter indicate that a reduction in 
the high density of goats does not appear to have occurred and it is requested that no further 
lease be issued for the grazing of hard-hooved ruminant species of animals on Middle Percy 
Island. 

The removal of goats itself will not halt the soil erosion and .resulting sedimentation of fringing 
reefs and rocks. Management intervention with suitable erosion control, weed eradication and 
vegetation regener-ation techniques is required to address the serious nature of these erosion 
problems. 

I would suggest that the successful implementation of the required management strategies to 
rectify these erosion problems on Middle Percy Island is only possible if the island is managed 
as a protected area, such as a national park, under the provisions of the Nature Conservation 
Act 1992. 

If you have any quires regarding these views and requirements for Middle Percy Island please 
contact the District Manager(CM), Gladstone on (079) 726 055. 

Yours Faithfully 

 ~ W.J. Fisher 
Regional Director 
(Central Coast) 
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