
Date : 21/05/2019 9:16:42 AM
From : "Robert Carroll" 
To : "IRELAND Anne-Maree" 
Subject :
Attachment :
Hi Annie,

Please see below and attached.

Cheers,Robert CarrollBarrister-at-LawHiggins Chambers Pty LtdLevel 29239 George StreetBRISBANE  QLD  4000P:  F:  M:  
Liability	limited	under	a	scheme	approved	under	Professional	Standards	Legislation

From: Stephen Keim <s.keim@higginschambers.com.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 May 2019 9:13 AM
To: Robert Carroll <robertcarroll@qldbar.asn.au>
Subject:

Stephen

Stephen Keim SC
Barrister-at-Law
Higgins Chambers Pty Ltd
Level 29 - 239 George Street
BRISBANE  QLD  4000
T:  07 3229 0381
M: 
F:  07 3221 7781
E: s.keim@higginschambers.com.au

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

From: Robert Carroll 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 May 2019 7:08 AM
To: Stephen Keim <s.keim@higginschambers.com.au>
Subject:

This looks fine to me

Begin forwarded message:

From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>
Date: 20 May 2019 at 3:41:01 pm AEST
To: Robert Carroll <robertcarroll@qldbar.asn.au>
Subject

sch3( 7) Information subject to legal professional privilege
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Annie  
 
 
 
 
------------------------------
The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this
material. 
Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, unless as a necessary
part of Departmental business.
If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this message and any
copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
------------------------------
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Page 3 redacted for the following reason:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
sch3( 7) Information subject to legal professional privilege
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Date : 14/05/2019 1:40:11 PM
From : "IRELAND Anne-Maree"
To : "WATSON Matthew" , "WELLS Melissa" , "CAGNEY Justin" 
Cc : "Media DES" 
Subject : RE: Anne - Mel - Justin: Amended media release attached
Attachment : image001.png;image003.png;image004.png;
Hi all
 
Thanks Matt. Justin and I have discussed and would suggest deleting the word help, highlighted in green below.
 
Thanks
Annie
 

Anne-Maree Ireland
Pri nci pa l  La wye r
Litigation Branch I Environmental Services and Regulation
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6184 I  F 07 3330 5634
Le ve l  7, 400 Ge orge  Stre e t, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4000
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4001
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND LEGAL PRIVILEGE:
This e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended for the person addressed and must not be quoted or distributed to unintended recipients. If you receive this e-mail and you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete the communication (and any attachments) and destroy all copies. There is no waiver of any confidentiality or privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this email or
its attachments.
 
 
From: WATSON Matthew 
Sent: Monday, 13 May 2019 2:13 PM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>; WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au>; CAGNEY Justin
<Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Anne - Mel - Justin: Amended media release attached
 
Anne – Mel and Justin,
Please see amended release below and attached, as discussed with Anne.
Cheers
 
 
Department of Environment and Science

Draft media release
 

Deadline:   ASAP Briefing officer:   
Media Services contact:     Kieran Lewis Phone:       
Phone:  3339 5887 / DDG: 
Approved:      Annie Ireland, Justin Cagney Phone:      
Geographical area/s of interest:  Queensland
wide

 

 
Greater marine protection for Abbot Point
 
An agreement between Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd and the Queensland Government will mean greater marine protection for waters off
Abbot Point.
 
Abbot Point Bulkcoal is to invest $100,000 in installing monitoring equipment to record any stormwater discharges to the marine
environment from its Abbot Point Coal Terminal, north of Bowen.
 
The company is also continuing work to improve water management at the coal terminal.
 
The $100,000 investment by Abbot Point Bulkcoal is by way of an “Enforceable Undertaking” agreement the company has signed with
the Department of Environment and Science (DES).
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, an Enforceable Undertaking is an agreement that may be considered as an alternative to
prosecution.
 
In this case, DES today [add date], accepted an Enforceable Undertaking from Abbot Point Bulkcoal in relation to the discharge event
that occurred at the coal terminal during Tropical Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.
 
DES had originally issued Abbot Point Bulkcoal with a $12,190 penalty infringement notice, alleging the event contravened the
company’s temporary emissions licence for discharges at that time.
 
Abbot Point Bulkcoal elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court,
which is currently listed for a hearing commencing 22 July 2019.
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However, the company has now applied for an Enforceable Undertaking under the Environmental Protection Act, and DES has accepted
that this agreement be entered into.
 
This Enforceable Undertaking will help secure improved monitoring in relation to terminal operations at Abbot Point.
 
In accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue the prosecution.
 
DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal to comply fully with the undertaking and will monitor its compliance.
 
Failing to comply with an Enforceable Undertaking may attract significant penalties, including a fine of more than $4 million for a wilful
contravention by a company.
 
A copy of the Enforceable Undertaking is available on the DES website at [add URL]. 
 
ENDS
 
AGENCY BACKGROUND (for internal information): 
 
During Tropical Cyclone Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a temporary emissions licence which allowed discharges to
occur subject to certain limits. A discharge event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2, which flows into the
marine environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but sampling of the discharge revealed a total suspended solids
concentration of over 800mg/L when the licence allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.
 
The current maximum penalties relating to failing to comply with an Enforceable Undertaking are $4,079,687.50 for wilful contravention
for a company and $2,937,375 for non-wilful for a company. (Penalties for an individual differ.)
 
 

Matt Watson
Principal  Media Officer
Media Services| Corporate Communications
Department of Environment and Science
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P 07 3339 5819 or e xt 74819 M 
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  QLD 4001 
I f i t’s  a  me di a  ma tte r, pl e a s e  i ncl ude  the  group e ma i l  me di a @de s .ql d.gov.a u          
We bs i te  www.de s .ql d.gov.a u
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Date : 14/05/2019 2:03:53 PM
From : "WELLS Melissa" 
To : "IRELAND Anne-Maree" , "WATSON Matthew" , "CAGNEY Justin" 
Cc : "Media DES" 
Subject : RE: Anne - Mel - Justin: Amended media release attached
Attachment : image001.png;image003.png;image004.png;image007.png;
Agree with removal of ‘help’ and I am ok
 
 

Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 14 May 2019 1:40 PM
To: WATSON Matthew; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: Media DES
Subject: RE: Anne - Mel - Justin: Amended media release attached
 
Hi all
 
Thanks Matt. Justin and I have discussed and would suggest deleting the word help, highlighted in green below.
 
Thanks
Annie
 

Anne-Maree Ireland
Pri nci pa l  La wye r
Litigation Branch I Environmental Services and Regulation
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6184 I  F 07 3330 5634
Le ve l  7, 400 Ge orge  Stre e t, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4000
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4001
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND LEGAL PRIVILEGE:
This e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended for the person addressed and must not be quoted or distributed to unintended recipients. If you receive this e-mail and you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete the communication (and any attachments) and destroy all copies. There is no waiver of any confidentiality or privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this email or
its attachments.
 
 
From: WATSON Matthew 
Sent: Monday, 13 May 2019 2:13 PM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>; WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au>; CAGNEY Justin
<Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au>
Cc: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au>
Subject: Anne - Mel - Justin: Amended media release attached
 
Anne – Mel and Justin,
Please see amended release below and attached, as discussed with Anne.
Cheers
 
 
Department of Environment and Science

Draft media release
 

Deadline:   ASAP Briefing officer:   
Media Services contact:     Kieran Lewis Phone:       
Phone:  3339 5887 DDG: 
Approved:      Annie Ireland, Justin Cagney Phone:      
Geographical area/s of interest:  Queensland
wide

 

 
Greater marine protection for Abbot Point
 
An agreement between Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd and the Queensland Government will mean greater marine protection for waters off
Abbot Point.
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Abbot Point Bulkcoal is to invest $100,000 in installing monitoring equipment to record any stormwater discharges to the marine
environment from its Abbot Point Coal Terminal, north of Bowen.
 
The company is also continuing work to improve water management at the coal terminal.
 
The $100,000 investment by Abbot Point Bulkcoal is by way of an “Enforceable Undertaking” agreement the company has signed with
the Department of Environment and Science (DES).
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, an Enforceable Undertaking is an agreement that may be considered as an alternative to
prosecution.
 
In this case, DES today [add date], accepted an Enforceable Undertaking from Abbot Point Bulkcoal in relation to the discharge event
that occurred at the coal terminal during Tropical Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.
 
DES had originally issued Abbot Point Bulkcoal with a $12,190 penalty infringement notice, alleging the event contravened the
company’s temporary emissions licence for discharges at that time.
 
Abbot Point Bulkcoal elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court,
which is currently listed for a hearing commencing 22 July 2019.
 
However, the company has now applied for an Enforceable Undertaking under the Environmental Protection Act, and DES has accepted
that this agreement be entered into.
 
This Enforceable Undertaking will help secure improved monitoring in relation to terminal operations at Abbot Point.
 
In accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue the prosecution.
 
DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal to comply fully with the undertaking and will monitor its compliance.
 
Failing to comply with an Enforceable Undertaking may attract significant penalties, including a fine of more than $4 million for a wilful
contravention by a company.
 
A copy of the Enforceable Undertaking is available on the DES website at [add URL]. 
 
ENDS
 
AGENCY BACKGROUND (for internal information): 
 
During Tropical Cyclone Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a temporary emissions licence which allowed discharges to
occur subject to certain limits. A discharge event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2, which flows into the
marine environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but sampling of the discharge revealed a total suspended solids
concentration of over 800mg/L when the licence allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.
 
The current maximum penalties relating to failing to comply with an Enforceable Undertaking are $4,079,687.50 for wilful contravention
for a company and $2,937,375 for non-wilful for a company. (Penalties for an individual differ.)
 
 

Matt Watson
Principal  Media Officer
Media Services| Corporate Communications
Department of Environment and Science
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P 07 3339 5819 or e xt 74819 M
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  QLD 4001 
I f i t’s  a  me di a  ma tte r, pl e a s e  i ncl ude  the  group e ma i l  me di a @de s .ql d.gov.a u          
We bs i te  www.de s .ql d.gov.a u
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Department of Environment and Science 

Draft media release 
  

Deadline:   ASAP Briefing officer:    

Media Services contact:     Kieran Lewis Phone:        

Phone:  3339 5887 DDG:   

Approved:       Phone:       

Geographical area/s of interest:  Queensland 
wide 

 

 
Greater marine protection for Abbot Point 
 
An agreement between Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd and the Queensland Government will 
mean greater marine protection for waters off Abbot Point. 
 
Abbot Point BulkcCoal is to invest $100,000 in installing monitoring equipment to record any 
stormwater discharges to the marine environment from at its Abbot Point Ccoal handling 
Tterminal, north of Bowen. 
 
The company is also continuing work to improve water management at the coal terminal. 
 
The $100,000 investment by Abbot Point BulkcCoal is by way of an “Enforceable 
Undertaking” agreement the company has signed with the Department of Environment and 
Science (DES). 
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, an Enforceable Undertaking is an agreement 
that may be considered as an alternative to prosecution. 
 
In this case, DES today [add date], accepted an Enforceable Undertaking from Abbot Point 
Bulkcoal in relation to the discharge event that occurred at the coal terminal during Tropical 
Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.  
 
DES subsequently had originally issued Abbot Point BulkcCoal with a $12,190 penalty 
infringement notice, alleging the eventrelease contravened the company’s temporary 
emissions licence for discharges at that time. 
 
Abbot Point Bulkcoal had elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a 
prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court, which is currently listed for a hearing 
commencing 22 July 2019. 
 
However, the company has now applied for an Enforceable Undertaking under the 
Environmental Protection Act, and DES has acceptedapproved that this agreement be 
entered into.. 
 
DES has agreed to this, as tThe positive environmental outcomes from an Environmental 
Undertaking are often of much greater value than any fine that may have been imposed by a 
Court.  
 
In accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue 
the prosecution.  
 
DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to comply fully with the undertaking and will 
monitor itsthis compliance. 

Commented [IA1]: Technically, the monitoring equipment is not 

at the terminal. 

Commented [LK2]: Do we know where it is then? 

Commented [IA3]: This implies it is the only/primary reason and 

that is not what the Act states about the assessment of an EU. 
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Failing to comply with an Enforceablevironmental Undertaking may attract significant 
penalties, including a fine of overmore than $4 million for a companyup to $xxx,xxx. 
 
 
A copy of theThe Eenforceable Uundertaking is available on the DES website at [add URL].   
 
ENDS 
 

AGENCY BACKGROUND (for internal information):   
 
During Cyclone Tropical Cyclone Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a 
temporary emissions licence which allowed discharges to occur subject to certain limits. A 
discharge event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2, which flows 
into the marine environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but 
sampling of the discharge revealed a total suspended solids concentration of over 800mg/L 
when the licence allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.  
  

Commented [IA4]: $4,079,687.50 for wilful contravention for a 
company.  

$2,937,375 for non-wilful for a company.  

 
Different for individuals.  
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Department of Environment and Science 

Draft media release 
  

Deadline:   ASAP Briefing officer:    

Media Services contact:     Kieran Lewis Phone:        

Phone:  3339 5887 / DDG:   

Approved:       Phone:       

Geographical area/s of interest:  Queensland 
wide 

 

 
Greater marine protection for Abbot Point 
 
An agreement between Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd and the Queensland Government will 
mean greater marine protection for waters off Abbot Point. 
 
Abbot Point BulkCoal is to invest $100,000 in installing monitoring equipment at its Abbot 
Point coal handling terminal, north of Bowen. 
 
The company is also continuing work to improve water management at the terminal. 
 
The $100,000 investment by Abbot Point BulkCoal is by way of an “Enforceable 
Undertaking” agreement the company has signed with the Department of Environment and 
Science (DES). 
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, an Enforceable Undertaking is an agreement 
that may be considered as an alternative to prosecution. 
 
In this case, DES today [add date], accepted an Enforceable Undertaking from Abbot Point 
Bulkcoal in relation to the discharge event that occurred at the coal terminal during Tropical 
Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.  
 
DES subsequently had originally issued Abbot Point BulkCoal with a $12,190 penalty 
infringement notice, alleging the release contravened the company’s temporary emissions 
licence for discharges at that time. 
 
Abbot Point Bulkcoal had elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a 
prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court, which is currently listed for a hearing 
commencing 22 July 2019. 
 
However, the company has now applied for an Enforceable Undertaking under the 
Environmental Protection Act. 
 
DES has agreed to this, as the positive environmental outcomes from an Environmental 
Undertaking are often of much greater value than any fine that may have been imposed by a 
Court.  
 
In accordance with the Environmental Protection Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue 
the prosecution.  
 
DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to comply fully with the undertaking and will 
monitor this compliance. 
 

Commented [IA1]: Technically, the monitoring equipment is not 

at the terminal. 

Commented [IA2]: This implies it is the only/primary reason and 

that is not what the Act states about the assessment of an EU. 
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Failing to comply with an Environmental Undertaking may attract significant penalties, 
including a fine of over $4million for a companyup to $xxx,xxx. 
 
 
The enforceable undertaking is available on the DES website at [add URL].   
 
ENDS 
 

AGENCY BACKGROUND (for internal information):   
 
During Cyclone Tropical Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a temporary 
emissions licence which allowed discharges to occur subject to certain limits. A discharge 
event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2, which flows into the 
marine environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but sampling of the 
discharge revealed a total suspended solids concentration of over 800mg/L when the licence 
allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.  
  

Commented [IA3]: $4,079,687.50 for wilful contravention for a 

company.  

$2,937,375 for non-wilful for a company.  
 

Different for individuals.  
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Date : 9/05/2019 1:41:35 PM
From : "IRELAND Anne-Maree"
To : "CAGNEY Justin" , "Media DES" , "WELLS Melissa" 
Cc : "GRANT Andrea" , "LEWIS Kieran" 
Subject : RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
Attachment : image001.png;image002.png;image006.png;image008.jpg;image009.png;image011.png;image012.png;
Hi all, I don’t have anything further. Thanks Justin.
 

Anne-Maree Ireland
Pri nci pa l  La wye r
Litigation Branch I Environmental Services and Regulation
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6184 I  F 07 3330 5634
Le ve l  7, 400 Ge orge  Stre e t, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4000
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4001
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND LEGAL PRIVILEGE:
This e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended for the person addressed and must not be quoted or distributed to unintended recipients. If you receive this e-mail and you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete the communication (and any attachments) and destroy all copies. There is no waiver of any confidentiality or privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this email or
its attachments.
 
 
From: CAGNEY Justin 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:39 PM
To: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au>; IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>; WELLS Melissa
<Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au>
Cc: GRANT Andrea <Andrea.Grant@des.qld.gov.au>; LEWIS Kieran <Kieran.Lewis@des.qld.gov.au>
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Kieran,
 
Please find attached with suggested changes.
 
 
Regards,
 
 

Justin Cagney
Progra m  Ma na ge r Compl i a nce
Coal and Central Queensland Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4837 3318
 
209 Bol s ove r Stre e t Rockha mpton 4700
PO Box 413 Rockha mpton 4700
 

 
 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:02 PM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Thanks
 
I’ve amended to address your concerns. If we know where the equipment is going to be placed (I see it’s not at the terminal) we can add that
information.
 
See attached.
 
 
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
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www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:54 PM
To: Media DES; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Hi all
 
My suggestions and comments attached in track changes for consideration.
 
Thanks
Annie
 

Anne-Maree Ireland
Pri nci pa l  La wye r
Litigation Branch I Environmental Services and Regulation
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6184 I  F 07 3330 5634
Le ve l  7, 400 Ge orge  Stre e t, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4000
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4001
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND LEGAL PRIVILEGE:
This e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended for the person addressed and must not be quoted or distributed to unintended recipients. If you receive this e-mail and you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete the communication (and any attachments) and destroy all copies. There is no waiver of any confidentiality or privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this email or
its attachments.
 
 
From: Media DES 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:24 PM
To: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au>; IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>; CAGNEY Justin
<Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au>
Cc: GRANT Andrea <Andrea.Grant@des.qld.gov.au>; Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au>; LEWIS Kieran <Kieran.Lewis@des.qld.gov.au>
Subject: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Dear all
 
Attached is a draft holding statement re the Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking. It reflects the MO’s general request that our media
statements highlight outcomes rather than processes.
 
If we can add penalties where highlighted that will round it out. If not, we can omit.
 
Regards
 
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:05 PM
To: Media DES; IRELAND Anne-Maree; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Yes thanks Kieran asap would be great
 
 

Melissa Wells 
18-501

 
File I

 
Page 13 of 43

sch4p4( 6) Personal information

Pub
lish

ed
 on

 D
ES D

isc
los

ure
 Lo

g 

RTI A
ct 

20
09



Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:02 PM
To: WELLS Melissa; IRELAND Anne-Maree; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: Media DES; GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Hi
 
I understand you require this as soon as possible. I am working on it now.
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Media DES 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 10:35 AM
To: WELLS Melissa; IRELAND Anne-Maree; GRANT Andrea
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Hi
 
I’ve been asked to turn this into a media release. I will get to it when I sort out the Courier Mail’s questions on coal mines.
 
Kieran
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 10:33 AM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree; GRANT Andrea
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Thanks Annie.
 
Highlighted below should read Tropical Cyclone Debbie (back to front) and appreciate we publish the EU but not sure we want to state that up
front. Maybe if we get further enquires we could than respond with that.
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Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 9:14 AM
To: GRANT Andrea
Cc: WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: Draft statement
 
Hi Andrea
 
As discussed, a draft below for your review and amendment.
 
Kind regards
Annie
 
 
The Department of Environment and Science has today XXXX accepted an enforceable undertaking from Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd in
relation to a discharge event that occurred during Tropical Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.
 
During Cyclone Tropical Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a temporary emissions licence which allowed discharges to occur
subject to certain limits. A discharge event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2, which flows into the marine
environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but sampling of the discharge revealed a total suspended solids
concentration of over 800mg/L when the licence allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.
 
DES subsequently issued a penalty infringement notice in the amount of $12,190 for the contravention of the licence. Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty
Ltd elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court. The prosecution is currently
listed for a five day hearing commencing on 22 July 2019.
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, a person may apply for an enforceable undertaking in relation to certain contraventions of the
Act. An enforceable undertaking is an agreement between DES and the person applying for the undertaking that sets out details of the alleged
contravention and obligations on the applicant.
 
As an alternative to prosecution, an enforceable undertaking seeks to achieve environmental outcomes. Such outcomes are often of greater
value than any fine which may have been imposed by a Court.
 
DES considers that this undertaking, which requires Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to install monitoring at a cost of over $100,000, will help
protect the marine environment. DES is also pleased to see that Abbot Point Bulkcoal has already undertaken, and continues to undertake
works to improve its water management at the Terminal. The enforceable undertaking is available on the DES website.
 
In accordance with the Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue the prosecution. DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to fully comply
with the undertaking and will monitor its compliance. Failing to comply with the undertaking attracts significant penalties.   
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Date : 9/05/2019 1:57:51 PM
From : "WELLS Melissa" 
To : "Media DES" 
Cc : "CAGNEY Justin" , "IRELAND Anne-Maree" , "ESR" , "ELLWOOD Dean" , "LEWIS Kieran" 
Subject : RE: Melissa - for approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
Attachment : image001.png;image005.jpg;image003.png;image004.png;image007.png;image010.png;image011.png;
Approved thanks
 
 
 

Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:48 PM
To: WELLS Melissa
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; IRELAND Anne-Maree; ESR; ELLWOOD Dean; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: Melissa - for approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Hello Melissa
 
For approval, please.
 
The attached draft media holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking now includes changes from Annie Ireland and
Justin Cagney.
 
Regards
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 / 
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: CAGNEY Justin <Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:39 PM
To: Media DES; IRELAND Anne-Maree; WELLS Melissa
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Kieran,
 
Please find attached with suggested changes.
 
 
Regards,
 
 

Justin Cagney
Progra m  Ma na ge r Compl i a nce
Coal and Central Queensland Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4837 3318
 
209 Bol s ove r Stre e t Rockha mpton 4700
PO Box 413 Rockha mpton 4700
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From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:02 PM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Thanks
 
I’ve amended to address your concerns. If we know where the equipment is going to be placed (I see it’s not at the terminal) we can add that
information.
 
See attached.
 
 
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:54 PM
To: Media DES; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Hi all
 
My suggestions and comments attached in track changes for consideration.
 
Thanks
Annie
 

Anne-Maree Ireland
Pri nci pa l  La wye r
Litigation Branch I Environmental Services and Regulation
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6184 I  F 07 3330 5634
Le ve l  7, 400 Ge orge  Stre e t, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4000
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4001
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND LEGAL PRIVILEGE:
This e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended for the person addressed and must not be quoted or distributed to unintended recipients. If you receive this e-mail and you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete the communication (and any attachments) and destroy all copies. There is no waiver of any confidentiality or privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this email or
its attachments.
 
 
From: Media DES 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:24 PM
To: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au>; IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>; CAGNEY Justin
<Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au>
Cc: GRANT Andrea <Andrea.Grant@des.qld.gov.au>; Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au>; LEWIS Kieran <Kieran.Lewis@des.qld.gov.au>
Subject: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Dear all
 
Attached is a draft holding statement re the Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking. It reflects the MO’s general request that our media
statements highlight outcomes rather than processes.
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If we can add penalties where highlighted that will round it out. If not, we can omit.
 
Regards
 
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 / 
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:05 PM
To: Media DES; IRELAND Anne-Maree; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Yes thanks Kieran asap would be great
 
 

Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:02 PM
To: WELLS Melissa; IRELAND Anne-Maree; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: Media DES; GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Hi
 
I understand you require this as soon as possible. I am working on it now.
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Media DES 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 10:35 AM
To: WELLS Melissa; IRELAND Anne-Maree; GRANT Andrea
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Hi
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I’ve been asked to turn this into a media release. I will get to it when I sort out the Courier Mail’s questions on coal mines.
 
Kieran
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 10:33 AM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree; GRANT Andrea
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Thanks Annie.
 
Highlighted below should read Tropical Cyclone Debbie (back to front) and appreciate we publish the EU but not sure we want to state that up
front. Maybe if we get further enquires we could than respond with that.
 
 

Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 9:14 AM
To: GRANT Andrea
Cc: WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: Draft statement
 
Hi Andrea
 
As discussed, a draft below for your review and amendment.
 
Kind regards
Annie
 
 
The Department of Environment and Science has today XXXX accepted an enforceable undertaking from Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd in
relation to a discharge event that occurred during Tropical Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.
 
During Cyclone Tropical Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a temporary emissions licence which allowed discharges to occur
subject to certain limits. A discharge event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2, which flows into the marine
environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but sampling of the discharge revealed a total suspended solids
concentration of over 800mg/L when the licence allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.
 
DES subsequently issued a penalty infringement notice in the amount of $12,190 for the contravention of the licence. Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty
Ltd elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court. The prosecution is currently
listed for a five day hearing commencing on 22 July 2019.
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, a person may apply for an enforceable undertaking in relation to certain contraventions of the
Act. An enforceable undertaking is an agreement between DES and the person applying for the undertaking that sets out details of the alleged
contravention and obligations on the applicant.
 
As an alternative to prosecution, an enforceable undertaking seeks to achieve environmental outcomes. Such outcomes are often of greater
value than any fine which may have been imposed by a Court.
 
DES considers that this undertaking, which requires Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to install monitoring at a cost of over $100,000, will help 
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protect the marine environment. DES is also pleased to see that Abbot Point Bulkcoal has already undertaken, and continues to undertake
works to improve its water management at the Terminal. The enforceable undertaking is available on the DES website.
 
In accordance with the Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue the prosecution. DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to fully comply
with the undertaking and will monitor its compliance. Failing to comply with the undertaking attracts significant penalties.   
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Date : 9/05/2019 2:00:08 PM
From : "ELLWOOD Dean" 
To : "WELLS Melissa" 
Cc : "Media DES" , "CAGNEY Justin" , "IRELAND Anne-Maree" , "ESR" , "LEWIS Kieran" , "LOWE Trinity" 
Subject : Re: Melissa - for approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
Attachment : image005.jpg;image003.png;image004.png;image007.png;image010.png;image011.png;

Fine by me too.  Please only progress as a package.  That is as part of the Alert.

On 9 May 2019, at 1:58 pm, WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> wrote:

Approved thanks
 
 
 

<image003.png> Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:48 PM
To: WELLS Melissa
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; IRELAND Anne-Maree; ESR; ELLWOOD Dean; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: Melissa - for approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Hello Melissa
 
For approval, please.
 
The attached draft media holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking now includes changes from Annie
Ireland and Justin Cagney.
 
Regards
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: CAGNEY Justin <Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:39 PM
To: Media DES; IRELAND Anne-Maree; WELLS Melissa
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Kieran,
 
Please find attached with suggested changes.
 
 
Regards,
 
 

<image004.png> Justin Cagney
Progra m  Ma na ge r Compl i a nce
Coal and Central Queensland Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
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 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4837 3318
 
209 Bol s ove r Stre e t Rockha mpton 4700
PO Box 413 Rockha mpton 4700
 
<i ma ge 005.jpg>
 

 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 1:02 PM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Thanks
 
I’ve amended to address your concerns. If we know where the equipment is going to be placed (I see it’s not at the terminal) we
can add that information.
 
See attached.
 
 
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:54 PM
To: Media DES; WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Hi all
 
My suggestions and comments attached in track changes for consideration.
 
Thanks
Annie
 

<image007.png> Anne-Maree Ireland
Pri nci pa l  La wye r
Litigation Branch I Environmental Services and Regulation
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 3330 6184 I  F 07 3330 5634
Le ve l  7, 400 Ge orge  Stre e t, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4000
GPO Box 2454, Bri s ba ne  Ql d 4001
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: CONFIDENTIALITY AND LEGAL PRIVILEGE:
This e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended for the person addressed and must not be quoted or distributed to unintended recipients. If you receive this e-mail and you are
not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately. Please delete the communication (and any attachments) and destroy all copies. There is no waiver of any confidentiality or privilege by
your inadvertent receipt of this email or its attachments.
 
 
From: Media DES 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:24 PM
To: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au>; IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au>; CAGNEY
Justin <Justin.Cagney@des.qld.gov.au>
Cc: GRANT Andrea <Andrea.Grant@des.qld.gov.au>; Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au>; LEWIS Kieran
<Kieran.Lewis@des.qld.gov.au>
Subject: For approval - draft holding statement re Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking
 
Dear all
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Attached is a draft holding statement re the Abbot Point BulkCoal Enforceable Undertaking. It reflects the MO’s general request
that our media statements highlight outcomes rather than processes.
 
If we can add penalties where highlighted that will round it out. If not, we can omit.
 
Regards
 
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 / 
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:05 PM
To: Media DES; IRELAND Anne-Maree; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Yes thanks Kieran asap would be great
 
 

<image010.png> Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: Media DES <Media@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 12:02 PM
To: WELLS Melissa; IRELAND Anne-Maree; CAGNEY Justin
Cc: Media DES; GRANT Andrea; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Hi
 
I understand you require this as soon as possible. I am working on it now.
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 /
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Media DES 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 10:35 AM
To: WELLS Melissa; IRELAND Anne-Maree; GRANT Andrea
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; Media DES; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
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Hi
 
I’ve been asked to turn this into a media release. I will get to it when I sort out the Courier Mail’s questions on coal mines.
 
Kieran
 
Kieran Lewis
Media Services
Department of Environment and Science
media@des.qld.gov.au
 
Level 31  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane
Tel 07 3339 5887 
www.des.qld.gov.au
 
If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@des.qld.gov.au
 
 
 
 
From: WELLS Melissa <Melissa.Wells@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 10:33 AM
To: IRELAND Anne-Maree; GRANT Andrea
Cc: CAGNEY Justin; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: RE: Draft statement
 
Thanks Annie.
 
Highlighted below should read Tropical Cyclone Debbie (back to front) and appreciate we publish the EU but not sure we want to
state that up front. Maybe if we get further enquires we could than respond with that.
 
 

<image011.png> Melissa Wells
Exe cuti ve  Di re ctor
Coal and Central Qld Compliance
De pa rtme nt of Envi ronme nt a nd Sci e nce
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
P 07 4987 9343
 
99 Hos pi ta l  Roa d, Eme ra l d QLD 4720
PO Box 3028, Eme ra l d QLD 4720

 
 
From: IRELAND Anne-Maree <Anne-Maree.Ireland@des.qld.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 9 May 2019 9:14 AM
To: GRANT Andrea
Cc: WELLS Melissa; CAGNEY Justin; LEWIS Kieran
Subject: Draft statement
 
Hi Andrea
 
As discussed, a draft below for your review and amendment.
 
Kind regards
Annie
 
 
The Department of Environment and Science has today XXXX accepted an enforceable undertaking from Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty
Ltd in relation to a discharge event that occurred during Tropical Cyclone Debbie in March 2017.
 
During Cyclone Tropical Debbie, Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd was granted a temporary emissions licence which allowed
discharges to occur subject to certain limits. A discharge event occurred from an authorised discharge location known as W2,
which flows into the marine environment. No environmental harm is known to have occurred but sampling of the discharge
revealed a total suspended solids concentration of over 800mg/L when the licence allowed discharges of up to 100 mg/L.
 
DES subsequently issued a penalty infringement notice in the amount of $12,190 for the contravention of the licence. Abbot Point
Bulkcoal Pty Ltd elected to contest the infringement notice and DES commenced a prosecution in the Bowen Magistrates Court.
The prosecution is currently listed for a five day hearing commencing on 22 July 2019.
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, a person may apply for an enforceable undertaking in relation to certain
contraventions of the Act. An enforceable undertaking is an agreement between DES and the person applying for the undertaking
that sets out details of the alleged contravention and obligations on the applicant.
 
As an alternative to prosecution, an enforceable undertaking seeks to achieve environmental outcomes. Such outcomes are often
of greater value than any fine which may have been imposed by a Court. 
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DES considers that this undertaking, which requires Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to install monitoring at a cost of over $100,000,
will help protect the marine environment. DES is also pleased to see that Abbot Point Bulkcoal has already undertaken, and
continues to undertake works to improve its water management at the Terminal. The enforceable undertaking is available on the
DES website.
 
In accordance with the Act, DES will now take steps to discontinue the prosecution. DES expects Abbot Point Bulkcoal Pty Ltd to
fully comply with the undertaking and will monitor its compliance. Failing to comply with the undertaking attracts significant
penalties.   
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