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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) 

Draft holding statement 
  
Deadline       Briefing officer         
Media Services contact      Kieran Lewis Phone             
Phone 3339 5887 / DDG:     
Approved     Program Manager Compliance 
Scott Sullivan; ESR ED Rob Lawrence; ESR DDG 
Dean Ellwood 

Phone      

Geographical area/s of interest North 
Queensland 
 

 

 
Ammonia investigation continues 
 
The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection’s investigations into 
ammonia exceedances from the Yabulu nickel and cobalt refinery are continuing. 
 
The refinery is in “care and maintenance” and is not currently in production.  
 
Queensland Nickel Sales Pty Ltd (QNS) advised EHP in March 2016 that ammonia 
had been detected in nearby Alick Creek and Blind Creek at levels higher than the 
surface water quality limits in the company’s environmental authority (EA). 
 
QNS has submitted a report in relation to the elevated ammonia which the 
department is considering as part of its investigation into the matter.  
 
EHP conducted further routine inspections of the refinery on 21 April and on 22 June 
2016 to assess QNS’s compliance with its EA. 
 
Further water quality samples were taken during EHP’s inspection of 22 June which 
have now been analysed and indicate a further elevated ammonia result for Blind 
Creek. 
 
EHP will also consider this latest sampling result as part of its current investigation.  
 
Under the Environmental Protection Act 1994, the contravention of a condition of an 
Environmental Authority can attract a penalty of up to 4500 penalty units ($2,650,500 
for a corporation) although penalties may be higher if it is proved that the 
contravention was wilful. 
 
ENDS 
 
Agency Background (for internal information only):   
 
The inspections of 21 April and on 22 June covered monitoring requirements, water 
management practices, key water management infrastructure at the site including 
seepage collection systems, and contaminated water storage. 
 
On 11 March 2016, Environmental Protection Orders (EPOs) were issued to QNS, 
its two parent companies, and the sole director of all three companies.  
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Among other things the EPOs required the company continue to operate water 
management and seepage collection systems at the refinery and to meet 
environmental monitoring and reporting requirements under its EA. 
 
QNS did not report the later ammonia exceedances to EHP and the recent  
exceedances may indicate that not all seepage from the refinery is being captured. 
 
The department is considering what actions, in accordance with relevant 
enforcement guidelines, might be taken against the company. 
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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) 

Draft holding statement 
  
Deadline       Briefing officer   Scott Sullivan       
Media Services contact      Kieran Lewis Phone        4722 5200 /    
Phone 3339 5887 /  DDG:     
Approved     Program Manager (Compliance) 
Scott Sullivan; ED Rob Lawrence; DDG 
Environmental Services and Regulation Dean 
Ellwood 

Phone      

Geographical area/s of interest Townsville 
 

 

 
Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
spokesperson:  
 
The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is undertaking a 
further inspection of Queensland Nickel Sales’ (QNS) nickel and cobalt refinery on 
Wednesday 22 June. 
 
The inspection is routine and follows previous inspections in January, March and 
April this year.   
 
Queensland Nickel Sales has an environmental authority (EA) to operate the 
refinery, at Yabulu some 20 kilometres north of Townsville.  
 
Among other things, the EA includes conditions to prevent environmental harm and 
to secure site rehabilitation should the refinery close. 
 
The EA and QNS’s general environmental duty under the Environmental Protection 
Act remain binding regardless of the company’s operating or financial status. 
 
Wednesday’s inspection will assist EHP in monitoring the company’s ongoing 
environmental compliance with the EA and the Environmental Protection Orders 
(EPOs) issued on 11 March 2016.  
 
EHP is also currently reviewing QNS’s environmental report, received Wednesday 
last, into ammonia exceedances in Alick and Blind creeks in March this year. 
 
ENDS 
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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) 

Draft holding statement 
  
Deadline       Briefing officer   Scott Sullivan       
Media Services contact      Kieran Lewis Phone        4722 5200 /
Phone 3339 5887 / DDG:     
Approved     Program Manager (Compliance) 
Scott Sullivan; ED Rob Lawrence; DDG 
Environmental Services and Regulation Dean 
Ellwood 

Phone      

Geographical area/s of interest Townsville 
 

 

 
Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
spokesperson:  
 
The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is undertaking a 
further inspection of Queensland Nickel Sales’ (QNS) nickel and cobalt refinery on 
Wednesday 22 June. 
 
The inspection is routine and follows previous inspections in January, March and 
April this year.   
 
Queensland Nickel Sales has an environmental authority (EA) to operate the 
refinery, at Yabulu some 20 kilometres north of Townsville.  
 
Among other things, the EA includes conditions to prevent environmental harm and 
to secure site rehabilitation should the refinery close. 
 
The EA and QNS’s general environmental duty under the Environmental Protection 
Act remain binding regardless of the company’s operating or financial status. 
 
Wednesday’s inspection will assist EHP in monitoring the company’s ongoing 
environmental compliance with the EA and the Environmental Protection Orders 
(EPOs) issued on 11 March 2016.  
 
EHP is also currently reviewing QNS’s environmental report, received Wednesday 
last, into ammonia exceedances in Alick and Blind creeks in March this year. 
 
ENDS 
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Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) 

Draft holding statement 
  
Deadline       Briefing officer   Scott Sullivan       
Media Services contact      Kieran Lewis Phone        4722 5200 /      
Phone 3339 5887 / DDG:     
Approved     Program Manager (Compliance) 
Scott Sullivan; ED Rob Lawrence; DDG 
Environmental Services and Regulation Dean 
Ellwood 

Phone      

Geographical area/s of interest Townsville 
 

 

 
Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
spokesperson:  
 
The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is undertaking a 
further inspection of Queensland Nickel Sales’ (QNS) nickel and cobalt refinery on 
Wednesday 22 June. 
 
The inspection is routine and follows previous inspections in January, March and 
April this year.   
 
Queensland Nickel Sales has an environmental authority (EA) to operate the 
refinery, at Yabulu some 20 kilometres north of Townsville.  
 
Among other things, the EA includes conditions to prevent environmental harm and 
to secure site rehabilitation should the refinery close. 
 
The EA and QNS’s general environmental duty under the Environmental Protection 
Act remain binding regardless of the company’s operating or financial status. 
 
Wednesday’s inspection will assist EHP in monitoring the company’s ongoing 
environmental compliance with the EA and the Environmental Protection Orders 
(EPOs) issued on 11 March 2016.  
 
EHP is also currently reviewing QNS’s environmental report, received Wednesday 
last, into ammonia exceedances in Alick and Blind creeks in March this year. 
 
ENDS 
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BILLINGTON Rose

From: Killoran, Matthew <matthew.killoran@news.com.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2016 12:45 PM
To: LEWIS Kieran
Subject: Re: QN'S check in

Hi Kieran, 
 
Thanks for the quick response. Will you be able to let me know if anything significant comes out of the 
inspection today, in terms of any breaches or outcomes? 
 
Cheers, 
 
Matt Killoran 
 
On 22 June 2016 at 11:24, LEWIS Kieran <Kieran.Lewis@ehp.qld.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi Matt 

  

You were after some information in relation to any latest developments with Queensland Nickel Sales’ 
Yabulu refinery. The following lines may assist: 

  

  

Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection spokesperson:  

  

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is undertaking a further 
inspection of Queensland Nickel Sales’ (QNS) nickel and cobalt refinery today, Wednesday 22 
June. 

  

The inspection is routine and follows previous inspections in January, March and April this year.   

  

Queensland Nickel Sales has an environmental authority (EA) to operate the refinery, at Yabulu 
some 20 kilometres north of Townsville.  

  

Among other things, the EA includes conditions to prevent environmental harm and to secure site 
rehabilitation should the refinery close. 
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The EA and QNS’s general environmental duty under the Environmental Protection Act remain 
binding regardless of the company’s operating or financial status. 

  

Today’s inspection will assist EHP in monitoring the company’s ongoing environmental 
compliance with the EA and the Environmental Protection Orders (EPOs) issued on 11 March 
2016.  

  

EHP is also currently reviewing QNS’s environmental report, received Wednesday last, into 
ammonia exceedances in Alick and Blind creeks in March this year. 

  

ENDS 

  

  

Regards 

  

  

Kieran Lewis 

Media Services 

EHP  I  NPSR 

media@ehp.qld.gov.au 

media@npsr.qld.gov.au 

  

Level 6  I  400 George Street  I  Brisbane 

Tel 07 3339 5831 

www.ehp.qld.gov.au 

www.npsr.qld.gov.au 

  

If you are emailing about a media matter, please cc media@ehp.qld.gov.au 
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From: Killoran, Matthew [mailto:matthew.killoran@news.com.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2016 9:30 AM 
To: Neil Doorley <Neil.Doorley@ministerial.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: QN'S check in 

  

Hi Neil, 

  

Just doing my usual check in on Queensland Nickel Sales. Has there been any change or development on 
that front lately?  

  

Cheers, 

  

Matt Killoran 

 
 
--  

MATTHEW KILLORAN  

Reporter  
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The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it 
is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any 
confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.  

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, 
unless as a necessary part of Departmental business. 

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete 
this message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network. 

------------------------------ 
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This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is intended solely for the named 
addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee, you 
may not copy or deliver this message or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its 
attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its attachments which does not relate to 
the official business of the sending company must be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or any of its 
related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer virus or other defect. 
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Media response 
Re:  Queensland Nickel Sales report 
 
For: David Chen 
 ABC Townsville 

4722 3034 /
 chen.david@abc.net.au  
    
Date:  15 June 2016 
 
Is EHP is on track to receive the full report by 16 June and will the media be able to access the full report?  
 
Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection spokesperson 
 
Queensland Nickel Sales submitted its report into recent ammonia exceedances at the company’s Yabulu 
nickel and cobalt refinery to EHP on 15 June 2016. 
 
The company has advised EHP that it has additional information to support the report which should be 
available by the end of July.   
 
If the report meets the relevant criteria it will be placed on the Public Register and would be available to the 
public on application.   
 
ENDS 
 
For further media enquiries contact Media Services on (07) 3339 5831 or email media@ehp.qld.gov.au  
 
Agency Background (for internal information only – not to be provided to media): 
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Media response 
Re:  Queensland Nickel Sales report 
 
For: David Chen 
 ABC Townsville 

4722 3034 /
 chen.david@abc.net.au  
    
Date:  15 June 2016 
 
Is EHP is on track to receive the full report by 16 June and will the media be able to access the full report?  
 
Please attribute to a Department of Environment and Heritage Protection spokesperson 
 
Queensland Nickel Sales submitted its report into recent ammonia exceedances at the company’s Yabulu 
nickel and cobalt refinery to EHP on 15 June 2016. 
 
The company has advised EHP that it has additional information to support the report which should be 
available by the end of July.   
 
If the report meets the relevant criteria it will be placed on the Public Register and would be available to the 
public on application.   
 
ENDS 
 
For further media enquiries contact Media Services on (07) 3339 5831 or email media@ehp.qld.gov.au  
 
Agency Background (for internal information only – not to be provided to media): 
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